G-V-A-045

Knepp Gas Station

Redhouse early 20th century
Private

The Knepp Gas station and store consists of a 1-story,
gable end facade frame structure, measuring 3 bays by 2 bays
with a l-story, 5 bay by 1 bay gable roofed frame wing protruding
from the north elevation.

In its heyday this gas station was operated by the Knepp
family. Although this building was once a fine example of an
early 20th century combination gas station and store, it
is now in ruins.
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The Knepp Gas Station and Store stands in the NW corner of the intersection
of Route 219 and 50, in Redhouse. The facade and porch were ruined by
fire within the last five years; the structure is presently abandoned.

The station/store consists of a one-story, gable end facade frame
structure, measuring three bays by two bays with a one-story, five bay
by one bay gable roofed frame wing protruding from the north elevation.

The building rests on a: poured concrete foundation. The main block
of the station/store is covered with asbestos shingle siding. Original
siding is weatherboard on the side elevations and wooden shingles on the
facade. The wing has weatherboard siding on the east elevation at the
south end; wooden shingles cover the remainder of the wing. The gable
roof on both the main block and wing is covered with tarpaper. There
is a central brick chimney in the main block, and based on historical
photos (enclosed), there was also one in the wing.

The facade of the main block faces east toward Route 219 and has a
central entrance flanked by two large store windows. These windows were
2/2 sash; they are presently boarded up.

Based on an historical photo(enclosed), the appearance of the facade
porch can be reconstructed: the gable roof of the main block extended
out over a drive-through for gasoline customers. It was supported by
two posts covered with wooden shingles. The station was equipped with
four gravity pumps, approximately 7 to 8 feet high.

The owner and operator of the station/store was the father of Ben
Knepp, a resident of Redhouse. The Knepp family lived in the rear of the
store and a portion of the wing. (interview with Ben Knepp.) The wing
housed public bathrooms at the north end.
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In its heyday this gas station was operated by the Knepp family.
Although this building was once a fine example of an early 20th century
combination gas station and store, it is now in ruins.
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines July 1981
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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Route 219 and 50, NW corner

Knepp Gas Station & Store
Redhouse
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Knepp Gas Station
Garrett County, MD
Valerie Cesna (photocopy)
C.mid 1930's
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Valerie Cesna 8/28/80
E elev, (facade)

& S. elev.



Sl g R
X’me,.\ 3 T N’”""W



G-V-A-045

Knepp Gas Station

Garrett County, MD
Photocopy - V. Cesna
Knepp family - mid 1930's
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Knepp Gas Station
Garrett County, MD

Valerie Cesna (photocopy)
¢. mid-1930's
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Knepp Gas Station
Garrett Co,, MD
Valerie Cesna 8/28/80
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