G-V-A-022 late 19th century
Ralph L. Wolfe House

Red House

Private

The Ralph L. Wolfe house is a two story, gable-roofed, building of
vertical plank construction. Its basic configuration is an ell-plan, the rear
wing being a later addition as indicated by a break in its whitewashed stone
foundation. Shed-roofed porches shelter both the facade and rear elevations.
German siding sheathes its exterior walls. Aframe, shed-roofed privy and
a small, frame, shed-roofed outbuilding are also on the site.
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The Ralph L. Wolfe House is located on the west side of a dirt lane
that extends south from Gnegy Church-Red Oak Road approximately one mile east
of U.S. Route 219. The rear of the house faces the dirt lane; the facade
points west.

The house is a two story, gable-roofed building of vertical plank
construction. Its basic configuration is an ell-plan, the rear ell being a
later addition as indicated by a break in the foundation. Its three bay facade
has an asymmetrical arrangement: two bays of evenly spaced windows with a
door on the extreme north end. A shed-roofed porch extends the full length
of the facade supported by five chamfered posts.

The main block rests on a foundation of whitewashed, roughly squared,
flat stones. German siding and cornerboards cover the exterior walls. The
windows on the entire house, including the rear wing, have been replaced with
one over one sash units. This operation caused the removal of the original
window surrounds: The window placement has not changed, however. A semi-
circular window pierces the south gable. Corrugated metal covers the roof
which has its rafter ends exposed. A brick chimney is positioned at the mid-
point of the ridgeline.

The rear wing rests on a foundation of slightly larger stones than
the main block does and it has diagonal rather than vertical planking under
the German siding. An interior brick chimney is located on the northeast
endwall as well as a basement opening at the foundation. Window and roof
details are similar to the main block.

A shed-roofed porch with chamfered posts extends along the rear of the
house and the south side of the wing.

A shed-roofed privy and small shed-roofed outbuilding are situated just
south of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type.
Houses of this general confiquration, a rectangular main block and rear
kitchen wing, were constructed in Garrett County fram the late nineteenth
through the early twentieth centuries.
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Ralph L. Wolfe House
Garrett County, MD
Donna Ware 8-20-80

Facade; southwest elevation
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