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John Beckman House

Swanton original block ca. 1843
Private

The John Beckman House is a log and frame saddlebag building
constructed in three stages. The original block is a circa 1840's two
story, three bay by ome bay, log structure with a massive exterior stone
chimney on its west endwall. A two story, two bay by one bay section
was later added to this chimney end, log on the first floor and frame on
the second. The last addition was a two story, vertical plank wing that
abuts the facade of the log/frame section, and is now mostly deteriorated.
The building in its completed stage resembles an ell plan with the wing
extending from the facade. Ruins of a stone cave (root cellar) lie
approximately 25 feet west of the house. The house is significant as
an early dwelling in Garrett County and as a good example of the
saddlebag building form.
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The John Beckman House is a log and frame saddlebag building constructed in
three stages. The original block is a circa 1840's two story, three bay by one
bay, log structure with a massive exterior stone chimney on its west endwall. A
two story, two bay by one bay section was later added to this chimney end, log on
the first floor and frame on the second. The last addition was a two story, vertical
plank wing that abuts the facade of the log/frame section, and is now mostly
deteriorated. The building in its completed stage resembles an "L plan with the
wing extending from the facade. Ruins of a stone cave (root cellar) lie approximatley
25 feet west of the house.

The main block (24%' x 17'), rests on a foundation of dry-laid, dressed stone and
is constructed with V-notched logs chinked with a mixture of clay and small stones.
The vertical lath and weatherboard siding appear to be a later addition. Its facade
(S elevation) is pierced by three evenly spaced bays. Doors occupy the center and
eastern bays, while the other openings are for sash windows, some 2/2 and some 1/1.
The rear wall (N elevation) has only one opening: a window at the western end of the
first floor. Three windows pierce its exposed endwall (E elevation) one on either
floor and the third in the attic. The first floor window has been boarded over. The
second floor window contains the remains of 6/3 sash window.

A vertical plank partition wall divides the interior of the original block into
two rooms of unequal size. The west room, which has the fireplace, is the main living
space since it occupies 2/3 of the first floor area. An enclosed staircase is located
on the partition wall, rising six treads from the north wall. Its two bottom steps
project into the room at right angles to the main staircase. The fireplace is a 3'6"
wide by 3'3" high opening in the rough-cut stone chimney. Its lintel is formed by an
iron bar topped by a row of bricks. Originally, the stones were exposed and white-
washed, but later a wooden surround with two raised panels below its mantel was placed
over the stone. The log walls and ceiling joists were originally exposed and white-
washed, but they have since been covered with cut lath and plaster. The original base-
boards, flat board with a simple bead, were also covered when the room was remodeled.
The second floor was inaccessible.

There is a five foot space between the original block and the first addition,
the chimney occupying the center third. A passage between the two sections exists on
the south side of the chimney, while the spece north of the chimney is a storage area
with extericr access cnly.

The first addition(18' x 17') sits on a stone founcaticn and is constructed with
v-notched lcgs 2/3 of the way up. The second floor is raised in frame frcm thke wircow-
cills to the rcofline, and is covered with weatherbecar@ cn the exterior and lath and
plaster or the intericr. The first flcor of tke interior is a single rocm witk ar
opening in the ceiling at the northwest corner where the staircase was located. A

hearth was opened on this side of the chimney & d is framed by the same type of surround
that is found on the other fireplace. The walls in this room are covered with vertice
board and the whitewashed ceiling joists are covered with tongue and groove board.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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original block ca. 1843

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Beckman House is significant as an early dwelling in Garrett County
and as a good example of the saddlebag building form.

Beckman, born in Germany, bought this property from a Mr. Wilson in 1841. It
is thought that the house was completed by 1843.1 The 1860 census of Allegany
County lists John Beckman, 59, as a farmer with $3,000.00 worth of real estate and
$1,481.00 worth of personal estate. At that time his wife Mary, 60, and five
children lived in the house.2

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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John Beckman House
Continued #7 Description

The size of the second addition is undetermined since most of it has
deteriorated. An undated photograph of the building reveals it to have
been a two story, shed-roofed wing.

Although there is a seam in the roof between the two main sections,
the roofline appears continuous. A plain box cornice finished the eares of
both sections and several layers of tarpaper sheath the roof's surface.
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John Beckman House
Garrett County, MD
Valerie Cesna 10-12-81

g & E elevation
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John Beckman House
Garrett Co., MD

V. Cesna, 10/12/81
N. elevation
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John Beckman House
Garrett County, MD
Valerie Cesna 10-12-181
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