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Melvin R. Custer House late 19th century
Swanton
Private

The Melvin R. Custer House is a two story, gable-roofed building of balloon
frame construction. Its basic configuration is a 5 bay by 2 bay rectangular
plan with a full facade porch. Two four-panel doors topped by two-pane transom
lights occupy the southern and central bays of the facade. The endwalls both
have two windows per floor, evenly spaced, and a small square window in the
gable. THe:rear has a symmetrical, three bay arrangement. The structure rests
on a foundation of coursed, roughly squared flat stones that is topped by a
plain board watertablewitha slated drip board. German siding with corner-
boards covers the exterior walls. All windows are 2 over 2 sash with plain
board surrounds and simple drip moldings. Two interior brick stove chimneys
are located at opposite ends of the ridgeline.
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Melvin R. Custer House
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Spring Lick Rd. -~ W. side .2 mile S of Mellinger Rd.

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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Melvin R. Custer Telephone #: (301) 387-6530
STREET & NUMBER
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Swanton ___ VICINITY OF Maryland
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Liber #: 187
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 136
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Garrett County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER
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CITY, TOWN STATE
- Oakland Maryland 21550
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TITLE
None
DATE
—FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL
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CITY, TOWN STATE
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000 —-RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Melvin R. Custer House is located on the west side of Spring Lick
Road approximately .2 mile south of its junction with Mellinger Road. It
is situated about .1 mile back from the road with its facade pointing east.

The house is a two story, gable-roofed building of balloon frame
construction. Its basic configuration is a 5 bay by 2 bay rectangular
plan with a full facade porch. Two four-panel doors topped by two-pane
transom lights occupy the southern and central bays of the facade. The
endwalls (S and N elevations) both have two windows per floor, evenly
spaced, and a small square window in the gable. The rear (W elevation)
has a symmetrical, three bay arrangement.

The structure rests on a foundation of coursed, roughly squared flat
stones that is topped by a plain board watertable with a slanted drip
board. German siding with cornerboards covers the exterior walls. All
windows are 2 over 2 sash with plain board surrounds and simple drip
moldings. The roof is covered with corrugated metal and has boxed rafter
ends with a plain board frieze below. Two interior brick stove chimneys
with a stringcourse at the base and three course corbel caps are located
at opposite ends of the ridgline. The facade porch rests on stone footings
and has six chamfered posts supporting its shed roof.

A stone lined spring is situated east of the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE ——ECONOMICS __UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 2ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY ~—TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Melvin R. Custer House is a good example of an unaltered, late-19th
century, frame, vernacular dwelling.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines June 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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MELNIN B. CUSTER. HOUSE
Garrett Co., MD

Valerie Cesna 2/16/81
Facade: S & E elevs.
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MELVIN & CUSTEE HOUDE
Garrett Co., MD

Valerie Cesna 2/16/81
Rear: N & W elevations



