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Altamont Interlocking Tower

Public. T -l
Al tamont

The Altamont Interlocking Tower is a three-story, hipped-roofed,
rectangular structure, measuring two bays by two bays. The rests on a

poured concrete foundation and is covered with grey vinyl siding over German
siding.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
Altamont Interlocking Tower

EJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Off Altamont Tower Rd., S. side, on W. side of B&0O RR.

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Altamont — VICINITY OF 6th
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Garrett County
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT Y pusLiC Y occupiep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
Y BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—_ __STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED — GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL 3 TRANSPORTATION
¥ NO __MILITARY __OTHER

EJOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

C&0 Right of Way (William A. Finch) Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE, z1ip code
- — VICINITY OF
[EBLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:282

COURTHOUSE. Folio #:196

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Garrett County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER
Third and Alder Streets

CITY. TOWN STATE
Oakland Maryland 21550
B REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None
—  DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN

STATE




3 DESCRIPTION G- 1V-L-1IF

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED Y.ORIGINAL SITE
XGooD __RUINS Y ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Altamont Interlocking Tower is located off Altamont Tower Road,
on the west side of the B&0 Railroad. The tower stands just to one side
of the tracks. On the east side of the tracks is a small outbuilding.

The Tower is a three-story, hipped-roofed, rectangular structure,
measuring two bays by two bays. An exterior metal staircase runs up the
southeast elevation to a third floor entrance. Another door is set into
the first floor on the northwest elevation. Two sets of double windows
overlook the tracks on the third floor of the northeast elevation.

The tower rests on a poured concrete foundation and is covered with
grey vinyl siding over German siding. The windows are modern 1/1 sash.
The roof is covered with asphalt shingle. The tower has an exterior
brick stove chimney on the southwest elevation. The interior arrangement
of the tower is unknown.

Northeast across the tracks is a one-story, hipped-roofed storage
building. Covered in grey German siding, the building has a wide entrance
on the southwest elevation and an asphalt shingle roof. The outbuilding,
like the tower, was once painted yellow.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



A SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC
—_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
—_1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE
—.1700-1799 _ART
¥1800-1899 _COMMERCE
__1900- __COMMUNICATIONS
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—CONSERVATION —LAW

_—_ECONOMICS —LITERATURE
—EDUCATION —MILITARY
_ENGINEERING —MusIC
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY
—INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

__RELIGION
__SCIENCE

— SCULPTURE
—_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
__THEATER

Y TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT B&0O RR

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Altamont Interlocking Tower was built to house the mechanisms
which control the interlocking of the several sets of tracks which run

past it to Deer Park and thence to Oakland.
from one set of tracks to another.

The mechanism shifts trains
This interlocking, like the town

of Altamont, was built at the summit of the Altamont 17-mile Grade,

which was completed in the 1850's (see G-IV-B-175).

After completion

of the railroad through to West Virginia, this area of Western Maryland
— became a highly desirable vacation spot and remained so until the advent
of the inexpensive motorcar in the 1920's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Ann Burns, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines September 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



£N\0L W 61
, ,(uq,:sﬁtx

NN

. ',r,\\"'\" \"'l (%{

G~IV-B~118

Site #:

Deer Park, MD

side of the B&O RR.

off Altamont Tower Rd., on the west
Altamont

Altamont Interlocking Tower

USGS 7.5 minute series
224,000
1948; photorevised 1974

Scale ~ 1
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Altamont Interlocking Tower
Garrett Co., MD

Ann Burns 9/10/81

SE & NE elevs.



