G-II-C-332

Henry Wagner Farm

Grantsville
Private late 19th century

Spiker Run flows northwest to southeast through this farm. The
foot of the bluff provides an advantageous setting for a frame bank
barn and a two-story farmhouse.

The south-facing vertical-plank farmhouse measures three bays
wide by two bays deep. A rear ell and a front porch have been
removed.

According to neighbor Guy Stanton (G-II-C-328 The Maples), Henry
Wagner, a German immigrant, built this house and barn in the late 19th
century. It is said he broke his back in a local mine and turned to
farming. A man named Fuller is said to have been the carpenter.

This 50 acre military lot is #2210.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Spiker Run flows northwest to southeast through this farm. A steep
embankment frising about 100 feet above the stream's southwest bank is
heavily wooded, primarily with hemlocks. An open, grassy terrace northeast
of the stream rises to a steep hill. The foot of the bluff provides an
advantageous setting for a frame bank farm and a two-story farmhouse. The
hill is terraced in an extensive orchard.

The south-facing vertical-plank farmhouse measures three bays wide by
two bays deep. A rear ell and a front porch have been removed. The gabled
structure's facade includes a central entrance containing a four panel
door. The exposed coursed ashlar cellar on this side also features a central
entrance, in which a battan door appears. Two entrances containing tapered,
beveled battan doors occupy the two westernmost bays on the rear. 6/6 sash
windows framed in narrow boards light the house. Either end of the attic is
lit by a four-pane window. Two-pane windows appear in the cellar.

An interior brick chimmey heats the east end. A stove pipe is located at
the west end.

Corrugated sheet metal covers the roof. Jigsawn brackets support the eaves.
The walls are sheathed in tongue and groove lapped weatherboards.

The floor plan consists of a central stair boxed in by a room to either side.
A small vestibule is located at either end of the stair, north and south.

The western room serves as the kitchen. The north end of the kitchen is
divided off as a pantry. At the south end, a hand pump at the sink provides
water piped in from the outdoor spring.

The interior of the house is plastered. The east room is trimmed in a
plain baseboard and chair rail. This parlor's door opening from the front
vestibule features a painted finish, loosely interpreting wood-graining in
a squiggled pattern.

This building is constructed with 2" thick by 10" - 1'1" wide vertical
planks, which appear to be pine. The 8" by 12" hewn sills are rabetted to
receive the planks, which are nailed into the 4" sill ledge with cast iron
spikes. The sill extension now broken off, originally provided support
for the southern porch. Wire nails hold the weatherborads. The corner boards
are fastened with cast iron spikes.

A date plaque in the center of the cellar wall was recently removed by
vandals.

A spring located (c.301) to the northwest is enclosed in a small stone

structure. A single slab of stone forms the roof. A batten door provides
access to the spring.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to neighbor Guy Stanton (G-II-C-328 The Maples), Henry Wagner,
a German immigrant, built this house and barn in the late 19th century. It
is said he broke his back in a local mine and turned to farming. A man named
Fuller is said to have been the carpenter. This 50 acre military lot is
#2210.

This typical Garrett County farm remains unaltered, though slightly deteriorated.
Both the house and barn are good examples of their respective types. The house
is a fairly late example of a structure employing a single layer of 2" thick
vertical planks set in a rabetted sill. Later vertical plank buildings at
nearby Jennings (G-II-C-071), dating from the early 20th century, often utilized
—_ one or two layers of thinner boards, about 1" thick, nailed directly to the
sill face.
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continuation of #7 G-II-C-332

The bank barn, southwest of the house, is overshot on the south side. The
gabled, hewn-frame structure is covered with vertical boards and set on a
stone foundation. Several louvered ventilators topped by pediments pierce
the walls. The lower section includes several windows and five Dutch doors,
three of which are topped by transoms.

The stone foundation and ruins of .a .large frame outbuilding are located
west of the dwelling.
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Henry Wagner Farm
Garrett County, MD
M. Stinson 4/82
W & S elevation
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Henry Wagner Farm
Garrett County, MD

M. Stinson 4/82
Construction SE corner



