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John Knox House mid 19th century
Private
Jennings

The John Knox house is a story-and-a-half, one-bay by one-bay
structure with a gable roof.

The house rests on a high stone foundation. The hewn logs and
chinking are exposed on the main block.

Special interior features of this log house include: a built in
cupboard, batten doors, double bead wainscoting, 9-inch thick
walls, and exposed hewn joists.

A saddle notched, double pen log barn and an outhouse are also
located on the property.
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This log house is situated in a hilly, semi-wooded area on Amish
Road about 1/8 miles northeast of Durst Road. The house faces north.
It is a story-and-a-half, one-bay by one-bay structure with a gable roof.
A three-bay by one-bay shed additon is located on the facade. A small
wooden porch formed by the extending roof of the additon covers the facade
entrance set to the west end.

The house has a central brick chimmey. A variety of window types
light the house including: 6-pane, 2-pane, 1/% sash, and 3/1 sash.

The house rests on a high stone foundation (but there is no real
cellar). The hewn logs and chinking are exposed on the main block with
asphalt shingles in the gable ends and corrugated metal on the roof. The
shed additon is covered with asphalt shingles with tar paper on the roof.

Special interior features of this log house include: a built-in cupboard,
batten doors, double-bead wainscoting, 9-inch thick walls, and exposed hewn
joists. The 10 inch deep northern shed addition is used as a kitchen. The 18’
by 24' house is divided into two rooms: a narrow western room and large eastern
room. A boxed stair runs along the interior partition.

A saddle notched, double pen log barn and an outhouse are also on the
property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This log house and barn are good examples of typical Garrett County home-

stead architecture from the second half of the nineteenth century.

areas of the state such "pioneer"
century. In Garrett County however,
the 1930’'s.

In other

structures were uncommon by the late 19th
simple log buildings were constructed through
Despite the relative prosperity created locally by coal mining and

lumbering in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, farm buildings such as these
continued to be a practical form of architecture for independent subsistence

farms in mountainous regions.

Other good examples of log farmstead architecture are found within a mile

of this farm. Two one-room cabins,

The Flossie Bittinger House (G-11-C-232)

and the Durst Cabin (G-II-C-269) were probably built slightly earlier than

the John Knox House.

The Irwin Platter Farmstead (G=1I-C-274) includes log

outbuildings constructed by 90-year old Irwin Platter about 60 years ago.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Garrett County, MD
M. Stinson 1981
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