Survey No. G-I1I-A-208
Maryland Historical Trust  :VARYLAND 'NVENTQSIESOF Hagh Ro.
State Historic Sites Inventory’ FUSEPRIC PROPE DOE _yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

Survey)
historic FRIENDSVILLE  HISTORIC DISTRICT
and/or common
2. Location
street & number Multiple Streets — not for publication
clty, town Friendsville — vicinity of congressional district 6
state Maryland county Garrett
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_ district — _ public X__ occupied _____ agriculture — museum
— bullding(s) ___ private —— unoccupied _A__commercial ___ park
—— structure _X both — work in progress — educational X private residence
—_site Public Acquisition cessible — entertainment _X_ religious
— object —___in process T yes: restricted ——_government ___ scientific
being considered —— Yes: unrestricted —industrial — transportation
X not applicable X no — military —_other:

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town State and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Garrett County Courthouse liber
street & number 4th and Alder Streets folio
city, town Oakland, Maryland state

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal ____ state — county ___ local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Survey No. G-II-A-208

Condition Check one Check one

___ excellent ____ deteriorated _X_ unaltered _X original site

_X good _X_ruins _X_ altered ___moved date of move
_X_ tair ___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a
various elements as it exists today.

general description of the resource and its



8. Significance Survey No. G-II-A-208

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion
__1400-1499 __X archeology-historic ____conservation —law ___science
-1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture
——1600-1699 ____ architecture ____education — military — social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 _X_commerce —__exploration/settlement _____ philosophy — theater
_X_1900- ____ communications _X_industry ____politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Friendsville is one of the oldest communities in what is now
Garrett County, having been settled as early as 1765 by members of
the Friend family. It is also significant as the site of an early
iron foundry, the oldest in the county, begun in the 1820s.2
Friendsville was the center for a number of small manufacturing
firms throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centurles,
eventually becoming an important departure point for the trans-
port of coal and timber via the Confluence and Oakland (C&0)
Railroad.3 Now primarily a residential community, Friendsville
remains the largest town in the northwestern part of Garrett County.

Settlement in the area around present-day Friendsville dates
from the arrival of members of the Friend family in the 1760s.
For the rest of the century this was an area of scattered farms
where for a time even tobacco was grown commercially.5

The real wealth of this area was not in farming, however, but
in the development of coal, timber and iron. The Allegany Iron
Company, incorporated by Act of the General Assembly in 1828, was
the first organized industry in what is now Garrett County.
Authorized to purchase up to ten thousand acres of land, the
companyls owners "contemplated prosecuting an extensive manufacture
of pigs, casting and bar irons."/ A supplementary act passed the
following year changed the name to "Youghiogheny Iron Company."

The original furmnace of the Allegany Iron Company stood on
the west bank of Bear Creek (hence its name "Bear Creek Furnace")
approximately one mile above Friendsville and was mentioned in
the 1828 act as already in operation.9 Coal mined by the company's
workers in the area around Friendsville was used to fuel the furnace
while charcoal was used in the forge and foundry.10 The latter two
buildings, where some of the pig iron was manufactured at the
furnace _was transformed into metal instruments, tools and
kettles,11 was located on the west bank of the Youghiogheny River



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. G-II-A-208

See Footnotes.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Friendsville Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Geoffrey B. Henry

organization Maryland Historical Trust date April 1983

street & number Shaw House, 21 State Circle telephone 301 - 269-2438

city or town Annapolis state Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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8+1 Description (cont'd.)

below Friendsville. A race carried water from the river to
furnish power for the great hammers of the forge. 1In 1895, a
srall power plant was built on the site of the forge which
supplied Friendsville with electricity for many years.12

Iron ore deposits at various locations on the company's

land were mined for approximately ten years. At its peak the
furnace and foundry operations employed over omne hundred men, most
of whom lived in houses built and owned by the iron company.l

None of these buildings is known to be standing, although a frame
house on Walnut Street (G-11-A-031) possibly dates from the early
nineteenth century. In 1830 a post office was established at
"Friends," renamed Friendsville in 1832.1l4%

The iron works failed financially in the 1840s, probably
from a combination of high transportation costs and the variable
quality of iron ore mined.l3 1Its place in the economy of Friends-
ville was taken by a number of flour and grist mills which lined
the swiftly running Youghiogheny in and near the town. One of
these gristmills, still standing but no longer operating on the
corner of Maple Street and First Avenue, once had three sets of
rolls for wheat and two for buckwheat.16 Power for this mill and
the one which stood on the site now occupied by the post office
was supplied by the Friendsville Light Company which used the
mill race once belonging to the Youghiogheny Iron Company.l?

During most of the latter half of the nineteenth century
Friendsville grew, '"not as an industrial town, nor chiefly as a
farming village, but as a center for the work of ... tradesmen
and a place of barter for the exchange of goods and services."18
Several gazeteers published during this period list a wide variety
of goods and services offered in Friendsville including wheel-
wrights, carpenters, founderers, bridgebuilders, tanners, black-
smiths, and others.i Some of the early commercial buildings in
Friendsville, especially on Morris Street, date from this period
of high commercial activity.

Friendsville experienced even more rapid growth as a result
of the large-scale exploitation of timber resources in the Yough-
iogheny River valley at the turn of the century. The town,
like many others near rich timberlands in Garrett County, had been
by-passed by the B&0 Railroad in the 1850s and was therefore
denied the efficient tramsportation and lucrative markets which
only the railroad at that time could provide. It was with high
expectations, therefore, that residents of Friendsville awaited
the construction of the Confluence and Oakland (C&0) Railroad
south from Confluence, Pennsylvania in 1889-90.20 Great civic
celebrations were staged in Friemndsville with the arrival of the
first train in 1889.21
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8.2 Description (cont'd.)

The building of these "logging railroads" spurred the
establishment of numerous saw and planing mills in the Youghio-
gheny River valley, two of them in Friendsville. For several
years Friendsville was the junction for numerous small railroads
owned by the Meadow Mountain Lumber Company, the Loch Haven Lumber
Company, the Bear Creek Lumber Company and many others.22 Most of
the important commercial buildings still standing in Friendsville,
including the Riverside (G-11-A-028) and Central Hotels, as well
as the Friendsville Store (G-11-A-025, now demolished) were built
during these "boom town" years.

The rapid and often shortsighted exploitation of virgin
timber throughout Garrett County dictated a short life for the
logging industry. Industrial activity in Friendsville was fur-
ther slowed by the disastrous flood of 1924 which washed away
several businesses on both sides of the river and initiated the
Youghiogheny River flood control project undertaken by the U.S.
government. This project completely immersed the roadbed of the
C&0 Railroad, which ceased operations in 1942.23

Today, Friendsville is a largely residential community,
with little of the commercial activity which marked it during the
1890-1920 period.

1Olsen, Evelyn Guard, "Some Notes on the Founding of
Friendsville," The Glades Star, vol. 3, no. 18 (September,
1964), 305-307.

2vBear Creek Iron Works," The Glades Star, vol. 2, no. 1
(March, 1950), 1-2.

3Schlosnagle, Stephen et al. Garrett County - A
History of Maryland's Tableland (Parson, West Virginia: McClain
Printing Co.) 1978, p. 270.

4Hoye, Charles, '"Settlement on the Youghiogheny," Glades
Star, vol. 1, no. 7 (September, 1942), 1-3.

SSchlosnagle, P. 55.

6Thompson, Michael, The Iron Industry in Western Maryland
(n.p.n.d.) p. 110,

7Hoye, Charles, "Some Garrett County History Notes" (The
Republican: Oakland, MD) 1938, p. 1.

BIbid., p. 1

9Ibid., p. 1
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8.3 Significance (cont'd.)
10"Bear Creek Iron Works," p. 2,
Hypid., p. 1.

121b1d., p. 2.
13Schlosnagle, P. 54.

langear Creek Iron Works," p. 2.

15Thompson, Pps. 110-111,

16Lacoste, Ken, interview with Mr. Friend, July 11, 1980,
Friendsville.

17nThe Name '"Accident',” Glades Star, no. 6, vol., 2
(June 1951), 90.
18

Schlosnagle, p. 55,

19Bland, John, ed., The Maryland Directory and State
Gazeteer 1887 (Baltimore: Baltimore Publishing Co.) 1887, p. 329.

2OWeeks, Thekla Fundenberg, Oakland - A Centennial History
1849-1949 (0Oakland, MD: Sincell Printing Co.) 1949, p. 35,

21

Schlosnagle, p. 270.

22Kline, Benjamin, Tall Pines and Winding Rivers (Parsons,
W.Va.: McClain Printing Co.) 1976, pps. 37, 44, 45 and 47-49,.

23

Weeks, p. 35.
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Home=Made Light for the Farm

Take a look at the picture above.

Notice the prosperous farmer who has just returned from town
after dark.

He is in the act of lighting up his barn, and the space in front.

This he does without a match of any kind.

He simply walks up and pulls a little short chain, and presto, he has
it—a flood of beautiful, white Acetylene Light.

Ligl.t that actually shows up every buckle on the team’s harness, and
everything inside the barn just as plainly as all these things would show in
broad daylight.

If you have ever lived on a farm you will appreciate the advantages,
the comfort and the satisfaction of a barn light that can be turned on with-
out a match.

ou can probably recall many a cold winter night when you came
home numb with the cold, and with fingers all thumbs tried to unbutton two
coats to find a match, wkich you tried to scratch on a damp board. After which
you probably fought a few rounds with a smoky lightning-bug lantern, and
put in an hour doing chores, that you could have done in half the time with
such a light as the one shown in the picture.

An Acetylene Lighting System like the one shown in the illustration
often includes a light on the back porch where it can be instantly turned on
to illuminate the yard, and a light in the cow barn to make milking easy. as
well as one inside and one in frent of the horse barn.

All these lights come in mighty handy too when there is trouble
among the stock, or a sick animal to take care of through the night.

These barn and out-building lights are of course enclosed in solid
globes, and can be fastened anywhere they are wanted—in front of the stalls,
in the harness room, to the barn ceiling. to a post, or the top of any door,
inside or outside.

It may surprise you to know that just such lighting plants as the one
we have illustrated have been installed in over 175,000 farms and courtrv
homes in the United States.

In every case an automatic tank-like machine, called a generator, is
set up in one corner of the basement, or in an out-building, and from this
machine the Acetylene which makes the light is carried through common gas
pipes to burners located all over the place.

That's all there is to an Acetylene Light Plant.
the pipes, and the fixtures.

Such a plant can be set up in from two to four days by any man who
can cut and fit pipe.

The work can be done without inconveniencing the family, or injuring
walls or carpets.

All burners are handsome and ornamental, and are permanently
attached to walls or ceilings.

In barns, etc., the light is, for safety’s sake, always enclosed in a
tight globe.

Just the generator,

For these reasons Acetylene Light is very much safer than kerosene
lamps or lanterns, both of which are so often tipped over with disastrous
results.

As a matter of fact, enclosed Acetylene Burners, fixed to light by the
pull of a chain without matches, are the safest lights ever installed on a farm.

Most fires on farms are caused by the careless handling of lanterns
and matches by hired help.

Consequently, any scheme of lighting that can be operated without
matches, lanterns, or lamps, reduces the risk of fire to the minimum.

But, this is only one of the advantages responsible for the popularity
of Acetylene as a farm illuminant.

Acetylene is so much like sunlight in color that it will actually grow
plants almost as well and as fast as the sun itself.

This has been proven by extensive experiments conducted by the
Department of Agriculture of the Cornell University.

On account of its sunlike quality, Acetylene is the orly perfect
artificial light to read by. And, for the same reason, it is a germicide, and
has the same health-giving quality as true Sunlight itself.

Then, best of all, Acetylene costs less than any of the inferior illuminants.

An Acetylene plant once installed will furnish light, candle power
considered, for one-third less than kerasene cil.

Tliere are several kinds of Acetylene Generators on the market.

To give perfect satisfaction under all circumstances, a good generator
should have the following features:

It should be made of heavy sheet steel strong enough to last over
twenty years.

It should be automatic in every way. It should make gas only while
the burners are lighted and should stop making gas when the burners are
shut off.

The machine should practically do all the work itself and should not
require more than fifteen minutes attention once a month. All the work nec-
essary would be the recharging of the machine with Union Carbide and the
cleaning out of the residue. All of which will be easy work for any
school boy.

The cost of such a lighting plant depends upon the size of the machine
wanted, its location and minor conditions.

1f you will fill out and return the enclosed blank form, you will receive,
by return mail, complete information and an estimate as to cost of a plant to
suit your requirements; all absolutely free.

You will be surprised to find out how easily and cheaply you can make
this wonderful light yourself.

Not only light for every room in your house, but light in your out-build-
ings, barns and barnyard, and don't forget, light that can be turned on by the
pull of a chain without the use of matches.

It will pay you to return enclosed information blank at once, as we
are offering a special proposition at this season of the year.

ECONOMY LIGHT CO., Friendsville, Md.






SKETCH SHOWING HOW AN ACETYLENE GENERATOR IS CONNECTED IN THE CELLAR WITH PIPES RUN THROUGH WALLS AND OUT OF SIGHT
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