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John R. Hershberger House

Grantsville

private

The John R. Hershberger House is a two story, gable-roofed, balloon frame
building on a poured concrete foundation. The frame is sheathed with diagonally
laid boards and then covered with German siding and cornerboards. The interior
walls are sheet rock nailed directly on to the studs. 1Its basic configuration
is a three bay by one bay, two room plan with a brick stove chimney rising from
the center. The building has been unoccupied for several years, so the deterioration
of the facade and rear porches and the window sash have continued unchecked.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John R. Hershberger House is located on the south side of U.S.
Route 40 approximately .2 mile east of its junction with U.S. Route 219
North. The house is set back from the road on the west side of the exit
ramp that connects U.S. Route 48 to U.S. Route 40.

The house is a balloon frame, two story, gable-roofed building
on a poured concrete foundation. The frame is sheathed with diagonally
laid board and then covered with German siding and cornerboards. The
interior walls are sheet rock nailed on to the studs. Its plan consists
of two rooms of equal size per floor and measures three bays by one bay.
An open staircase of eleven treads is located in the western corner. The
facade (southeast elevation) has a three bay arrangement with its transom—
topped door placed off center. A porch extended across those three bays
but has since fallen. The rear elevation has a similar arrangement but its
shed-roofed porch only includes the two northern bays. Window surrounds
are plain, flat board on the rear elevation and the interior. An additional
molded cornice ornaments the window and door surrounds on the facade. The
roof is covered with asphalt shingles and has a brick stove chimney situated
on the center of its ridgeline. Entrances to the full, concrete lined
basement are below the corner staircase and below the facade porch area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is an example of a common western Maryland type.
Houses of this general configuration, a rectangular main block, were
constructed in Garrett County from the late nineteenth through the early
twentieth centuries.
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Valerie Cesna, Historic Sites Surveyor

OAGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines July 1981
STAEET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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