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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

#112 is a three story detached brick townhouse said to have originally been of
2-1/2 stories but raised and enlarged in 1857. It is three bays square, approximately,
with a brick, two story wing on the left (east) side, two bays wide and three bays
in depth. This is set back from the front facade by one bay and there are later ex-
tensions. To the rear on the right side is a 2-1/2 story, long brick "L'" shaped wing,
eight bays in depth and two bays wide with a side balcony and a one bay extension on
the right. Most surfaces are stuccoed.

A wide recessed Gothic Revival entrance occupies the left bay with a three part
doorway consisting of double doors having Victorian panels, sidelights and overlights
in a cut glass diamond design and a dentiled transom bar. The vestibule floor paneled
in blocks of marble and lighted by a hanging wrought iron lantern decorated by Greek
acanthus leaves. The entrance is framed by large Doric pilasters supporting a flat
entablature decorated by Roman dentils. It is approached by a low, white marble porch.

Front windows are of 6/6 wood sills and lintels decorated by bands of dhetils
topped by a large scroll design except on the third floor. All have louvered shutters
with old "S" cast iron fasteners. Rear area windows are also of 6/6 sash with wood
lintels and sills. The wing attic is lighted by pairs of 6/6 sash peaked dormers.

The front section has a low "A" frame roof with wide chimmeys on each side with
dentiled cornices. These are widely spaced but joined by low roof curtains. The front
roof overhang contains a frieze decorated by large dentils and mouldings. The rear
wing is covered by a steep, metal "A" frame roof with a triple chimmey stdck. Side
yards are planted in lawns and very large yews. These are fronted by very ornate cast
iron fences and gates featuring large lyre designs with garlands. A herringbone pattern
brick pavement and brownstone carriage block front the house.

A spacious center hallway with a wide segmental arch, wainscoating, and a spiral
staircase accents the first floor and six panel doors lead off on either side.
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The "Spite House' name derived from the fact that the City was about the
condemn the land to run a street through the block, but the property owner started
construction of the house during the night before the City meeting in order to keep

the land.
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