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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a Victorian Era Second French Empire style building and has many
characteristics of the style such as a dominating central tower, a high mansard
roof, curling around the ends of the slopes, many dormer windows, various wall and
window shapes, convex slopes, and with many three dimentional plaines. It is a three
story brick building situated on a corner and being three bays square with a two
story "L" shaped wing of one bay wide and six bays deep with a side balcony. There
are several newer extensions. Brickwork is of painted Flemish bond on the front
except for the first floor alterations and common bond on the Fourth Street side and
wings., The first floor is occupied by a store with the doorway in a recessed corner
angle and the woodwork is very plain. An entrance to the upper floors lies in the
right bay and is not original. The brickwork shows that the entire first floor facade
has been altered. Second floor windows on the front, left side and rear are of 2/1
sash with square heads and topped by flat hooded moulded cornices with incised diag-
onal and sunburst designs in the infills and with fluted brackets. There is a tall
"Second Empire" style square tower protruding from the center of the second floor
front cornice line and in front of the third story slate covered mansard roof, and
this rises another story in height. The tower section is of wood paneling with a
cornice with paired brackets and trimmed by a row of pointed dentils. Low pediments
trimmed with moulding are centered over the cornice on four sides. The top section
of the tower is covered by a convex shaped, four sided, flat 'dome' crested on the top.
A high narrow, round arched, 1/1 sash window with a round muntin in the top lights
the third floor section of the tower from the front and is framed by a moulded surround
and the top is trimmed by ribbon moulding with a keystone design. A small round
window with moulded surround and a lugsill at the base lights the top of the tower
section on all four sides. On either side of the tower and the left and rear eleva-
tions are segmental arched 2/1 sash windows with sloping outer decorative panels.
The third story is topped by a plain cornice over the mansard sections and the trim,
including the corner moulding for the mansards, extends around all four sides. The
roof of the corner building is slightly arched and of metal except for the slate
mansard area. The rear wing and extensions have metal shed roofs. The building rests
on a low foundation.
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This Victorian French Second Empire building is a landmark and should be
restored. The tower and other third floor woodwork has deteriorated in places and

needs carpentry, sealing, and painting.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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