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HisTorRic  Big Woods Bridge over Bennett's Creek

AND/OR COMMON
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Big Woods Road north of Route 355
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CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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STATE COUNTY
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X UNALTERED iORlGINAL SITE
X_GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Big Woods Road Bridge is a small single span steel truss bridge of pony
Pratt design which spans Bennett's Creek near Urbana, Frederick County, Maryland.
The total Tength of the span is 55 feet 8 inches; the height of the bridge is

8 feet. The entire structure, which is painted green, is covered by a replaced
wood deck. The trellis railing is damaged in the southeast and northwest corner
and is completely missing in the northeast corner.

The Big Woods Road Bridge is one of four twentieth century steel truss bridges
in the Urbana region but is the only one in Frederick County known to have been
constructed by J.S. McIlvane and Company.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE
ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—_PREHISTORIC —ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY _X_TRANSPORTATION
.X1 900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1909 BUILDER/ARCHITECT J. S. McIlvane & Co.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Big Wood's Bridge is a one span steel truss bridge of modified
pony pratt design which is fifty five feet, eight inches in length
and was built by John Stauffer McIlvane and Company of Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania in 1909. McIlvane, born in Philadelphia on September
27, 1871 moved with his family to Chambersburg in 1875 and in 1890
was employed by Nelson and Buchanan, local bridge contractors until
1907 when the company was sold to the American Bridge Company. In
1907, J.S. McIlvane started his own bridge contracting business with
James Long and later George K. Lehner as company engineer and partner.
The company operated until the early 1930's.

Many types of bridges are known to have been built by the company in
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

lpersonal memoirs of J.S. McIlvane, owned by his daughter, Mary McIllvane
Diehl, Marion, Pa., Frederick County Roads Department, Frederick County
Historic Sites Survey

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Metal Truss Brjdges in Virginia:1865-1932, Virginia Highway and Transportation
Research Council, Charlottesville, Virginia, May, 1975.

Personal memoirs of John Stauffer McIlvane, Jr., owned by Mrs. Stenger Diehl

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst '78
ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Historic Preservation 663-8300
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 East Church Street
CITY OR TOWN STA
Frederick

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of tlje Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 18l KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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