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Frank Nichols Log House 1875-1895
Mt. Ephraim community

Private

This two story log house was built as the residence of a white land-
owning family of moderate means. In plan it consists of two rooms down
and two up, both rooms being approximately the same size. In plan, size
and construction the house resembles the homes of other white and black

families of modest means in the county.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This two story abandoned log house stands on the north side of

Comus Road (south). The yard in front and around the house has grown up
in small trees and shrubs, but the house 1s still clearly visible and is
in relatively sound condition. The windows and doors are boarded over.

The facade consists of the typical three bays: a door centrally -
placed, flanked by a window on either slde. The front door 1s sheltered
by a shed roof porch supported by square, plain posts. The roof of the
porch, like the gable roof of the house itself, is covered with corrugated
tin. The windows contain double hung sashes with two-over-two lights.
Neither gable end has any windows, or openings of any type. The back
length 1is pilerced by a back door in the west side, and by a window similar
to the others in the east slde. Inside the west gable end was a brick
stove, which warmed only the downstairs, since there was no opening for a
pipe in the upstairs room. At the east gable end was the doorway and
stalrs leading down to the cellar.

The logs of the house were chestnut, were exposed, and were in-filled
with cement today. There were traces of whitewash on the logs 1lnside and
out, indicating that the logs had been whitewashed during the days of
occupancy. The logs were V-notched at the corners, the type common to
Montgomery County.

In plan the house consisted of two rooms down and two up. The floor
plan can be seen better in the measured drawing included 1in this survey.
Between the two rooms downstalrs was a central stairway, under which was a
closet. In the rooms downstairs, the walls were not sheathed with siding,
butthe logs were left bare. On the walls were plank shelves, which we.

supported by boards braced against the wall. The interior was quite bare.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The building materials used in the stalrway, windows, and doors

indicate that this house was probably bullt in the last quarter of the 19th

century. According to Clarence Naylor and Paul Wilson who were born

nearby, this house was considered to be "0ld" during their youth in the

1920s and early 1930s. It was occupled by a white family, the head of

which was named Frank Nichols. They owned this property, and were kin

to the Nichols and Cosgrave families who lived nearby on sites F: 7-1-3 and
T F: 7-1-16.

Since there was no deed reglistered listed on the tax map for the
large tract of which this 1s only a small portion, a title search was not
conducted. It seems probable that the house was bullt in the late 19th
century, and oral informants all remember that only white families have
inhabited this house.

Its primary significance is that it 1s one of the increasingly few
log houses that has not been extensively altered and 1s still in good
condition. Furthermore,this log house displays the strong similarity
between the houses of white and black familles of moderate means near

the turn of the 20th century.
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Frank Nichols Log House

— B &Keystown Quad, 1952, PR 1984
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