F-6-98 Ca. 1812, 1853
San Marino
Emmitsburg vicinity

Private

San Marino is located on the south side of Motter's Station Road. The
house is surrounded by agricultural fields with the Catoctin Mountains situated
directly west. The principal gable is oriented on a north-west axis. The
property 1includes distinctive domestic and agricultural outbuildings such as a
Gothic Revival “privy", a stone garage/early dwelling and a pyramidal hipped
roof smokehouse. San Marino is significant as an elegant dwelling house that
has  incorporated original Georgian elements with later Victorian period
embellishments and changes. Domestic outbuildings accompanying the main house
contribute to this significance. In comparison to regional farmhouses, the
house shows architectural distinction. San Marino 1is also important in
representing extensive farming operations that have continued to present day.
These operations have spanned a period of at least one hundred years as

evidenced in the agricultural outbuildings.
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San Marino
Emmitsburg, Maryland
Frederick County

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery Counties,
and Baltimore City)

Chronological/Development Period:
Rural Agrarian Intensification 1680-1815 A.D.
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 1815-1870 A.D.
Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 A.D.
Modern Period

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning
Agriculture

Resource Type:
Category: Buildings

Historic Environment: Rural

Historic Function and Use:
Domestic/single dwelling/residence
Domestic/secondary structure/privy, smokehouse, garage, wood shed
Agricultural/Subsistence/agricultural  outbuilding/barns, dairy,
sheds

Known Design Source: None
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Survey No.

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form

HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Magi No.

DOE no

yes

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic San Marino

and/or common

2. Location

15828 Motter's Station Road

street & number

—_not for publication

city, town Emmi tsburg __X_vicinity of congressional district 6th
state Maryland county Frederick
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public _X_ occupied _ X agriculture —___ museum
_X_building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial ___park
____structure ___ both __ work in progress ___ educational _X__ private residence
__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
_. object ____in process _X_yes: restricted ___ government —__ scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —_industrial ___ transportation
_Xnot applicable __  po ____ military ___ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and

mailing addresses of all owners)

name Donald E. Moser

street & number 15828 Motter's Station Road

telephone no.:

city, town  EMmi tsburg state and zip code  MD 21727

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 462
street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 101

city, town  Frederick state  MD 21701

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

titte Anthony James Survey

date 1974 — federal ____state ___ county _X_ local

depository for survey records

Frederick County Dept. Planning & Zoning

city, town Frederick

MD 21701

state




7. Description Survey No.

F-6-98

Condition Check one Check one
—excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered __X original site

— good —ruins X aitered — moved date of move
X ftair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a
various elements as it exists today.

(Typed on separate sheet)

general description of the resource and its



8. Significance Survey No.  F-6-98

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—_prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

" _1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law ____science

__1500-1599 _ X agriculture ____economics —— literature — sculpture
___1600-1699 __ X architecture - education — military ____social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering ____muslc humanitarlan
—X 1800-1899 ____ commerce ____exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
—X 1900- ____ communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
—_invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ natiomal X_state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

(Typed on separate sheet)
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San Marino Survey No. F-6-98
Frederick County

7.1 Description:

San Marino 1is 1located on the south side of Motter's Station Road in the
vicinity of Emmitsburg, Maryland. The house is surrounded by agricultural
fields with the Catoctin Mountains situated directly west. The principal gable
is oriented on a north-west axis. The property includes distinctive domestic
and agricultural outbuildings such as a Gothic Revival “privy“, a stone
garage/early dwelling and a pyramidal hipped roof smokehouse.

The house was constructed in two stages; the first stage was circa 1812
with a later stage circa 1853. The main block of the house was originally
constructed as a Georgian dwelling house, 2 stories of flemish bond and common
bond brick construction. There are a water table and a belt course (3 raised
courses) on the main facade. The gable roof 1is covered in composition
shingling. There are two interior end brick chimneys that are double stacked.
The later stage included decorative changes and additions such as bargeboard
trim, turned spindles and French doors. It also included a 2 story rear ell.
Covered in stucco, the ell has a gable roof sheathed in compostion shingling
with one interior end brick chimney and is three bays wide.

The principal facade of the house faces east. There are 4 symmetrical
bays. The first floor has 4 French doors with gauged flat arches; the second
floor has 6/6 windows with jack arches. There are two gabled dormers with
paired windows, 3 1lights 1in each. A one story open porch extends across the
facade and wraps around part of the north elevation. It is raised on brick
piers with 1latticework in between the piers. It has a standing seam metal
hipped roof, chamfered columns, bracketing and supports.

The north gable end has bargeboard and finials at the eaves and the gable
peak. It 1is two bays wide. The first floor has two door openings: one door
has a 2 1light transom, 8 pane sidelights and a decorative panel design, the
other is a French door. Second floor windows are closed with shutters. The
attic level has two *half-moon" windows. The south gable end is also two bays
wide. It has the same eaveline treatment as the north end with bargeboard and
finials. It has 6/6 windows on the first and second floors and “half-moon"
attic windows.

The main facade of the rear ell faces north and is 3 bays wide. It is
slightly recessed from the main block. There 1is a double porch with
latticework and bracketing that is flush with the main block. The first story
has two French doors and a side door with a 6 1ight transom. The second story
has 9/6 windows and a door with a 6 1light transom. Two gabled dormers have 3
light paired windows. A one story stuccoed addition with a hipped roof extends
to the west: it has a side door with a hipped roof entry porch and one 1/1
window.




San Marino Survey No. F-6-98
Frederick County

7.2 Description:

The south elevation is also 3 bays. The first floor has one 9/6 window
and a French door with center placement. The door has a hipped roof entry
porch with square columns and bracketing. The second floor has two 9/6 windows
and one 2/2 window.

The west gable end of the rear ell is partially stuccoed and partially
weatherboarded. It has an attic window that is shuttered closed. The second
story of the porch is enclosed with weatherboard and has a 9/6 window. The one
story addition is sheathed in plywood. It has two 1/1 windows.

Outbuildings include the following:

Gothic Revival Privy: Located several feet southwest of the house, this one
story building has a gable-front roof and faces east. The roof is covered in
corrugated tin. The building 1is sheathed in board and batten siding. A
decorative scroll bargeboard is beneath the cornice. The east gable front has
a pointed arch door. There are two 6 1light fixed windows in the north
elevation. The west elevation has a less elaborate arched door opening.

Smokehouse: Situated to the northwest of the house, this is a one story stone
building with a pyramidal hipped roof. There 1is brick corbelling in the
eaves. A plank door in the south elevation is the only opening.

Stone OQutbuilding: This building is situated several feet north of the house.
It may have been utilized as a blacksmith's shop, slave quarters, or an earlier
dwelling house. At some point, it functioned as a garage. It is a one story
stone building with a gable roof of standing seam tin. It has one interior end
brick chimney. There 1is large stone quoining at the corners. The west
elevation has three 6/6 windows and a center door. The east elevation is
covered with a frame enclosure. The south gable end has board and batten
siding and a 6/6 window in the upper half and stone in the lower half. The
north gable end is stone except for the eastern bay which is open as a entry.

Concrete Block Barn and Dairy Shed: Located several yards north of the house,
the barn and dairy shed bhave barrel roofs with flared eaves. The roofs are
sheathed in corrugated tin. They are covered in formstone and have vertical
siding in the gable ends.

Other outbuildings include a new wood shed of board and batten siding with
a gable roof of corrugated tin, two agricultural sheds and a frame barn.




San Marino Survey No. F-6-98
Frederick County

8.1 Significance:

San Marino is significant as an elegant dwelling house that has
incorporated original Georgian elements with later Victorian period
embellishments and changes. Domestic outbuildings accompanying the main house
contribute to this significance. In comparison to regional farmhouses, the
house shows architectural distinction. San Marino is also important in
representing extensive farming operations that have continued to present day.
These operations have spanned a period of at least one hundred years as
evidenced in the agricultural outbuildings.

Considered within its historic context, San Marino is an unusual house in
a region where vernacular buildings are dominant. It clearly demonstrates the
influence of high-style architecture and is an important building in the
region. At Tleast two other houses in close proximity share similar features
with San Marino: Hayland Farm and Thornbrook Farm. All three of these houses
probably had associations with nearby Mount Saint Mary's College and may have
been designed by the same architect. Further analysis of the buildings as a
collective group should be undertaken.

By the mid-nineteenth century, Joshua Shorb had purchased San Marino which
was a farm of 207 acres with buildings and improvements. After a brief
ownership, Shorb apparently moved to California and became a founder of the
city, San Marino, named for his former Maryland residence. It was probably
under his ownership (1853-1858) that the house underwent the Gothic Revival and
Victorian changes. In 1895, the house was described in the Frederick News as
having "a fine dwelling house and necessary outbuildings and is particularly
well adapted for a stock farm.® (San Marino File, FCDP&Z) By 1900, Daniel
Roddy, a 1lime-kiln owner, had acquired San Marino. Under Roddy ownership, it
was described as "a beautiful farm of 200 acres, almost all under cultivation.®
(Williams, Vol.II, p.1013)
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