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Harney Road Bridge is a large late nineteenth century iron truss
bridge which spans the Monocacy River in the extreme northwest
corner of Frederick County.

The western most section of the bridge consists of three small
pony pratt truss bridges each fifty-six feet in length with pinned
connections which were built by the King Iron Bridge Company of
Cleveland, Ohio.

The eastern section of the bridge is a large double intersection
pratt through truss bridge one hundred ninety-five feet in length,
possibly built by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company. The Poffenberger
Road bridge is the only other double intersection pratt bridge
located in Frederick County. Unusual large round rubble stone
abutments with cast iron collars support the bridge.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Harney Road Bridge is a large late nineteenth century iron truss
bridge which spans the Monocacy River bridge at Harney Road in the
extreme northwest corner of Frederick County,

The bridge consists of two types of truss structures which extend in
four spans across the river and is a total Tength of 380 feet.

The western most section of the bridge consists of three small pony
pratt truss bridges each 56 feet in length with pinned connections,
wood plan flooring and replaced or missing guardrails. These bridges
were built by the King Iron Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio as indi-
cated by a broken plaque located on the west hip of the third span.

The second type of truss used in the bridge construction is a larger
double intersection pratt through truss bridge 195 feet in Tlength, not
documented but possibly built by the Wrought Iron Bridge Company of
Canton, Ohio. Only one other double intersection pratt bridge is
located in Frederick County; the Poffenberger Bridge.

Walled coursed rubble stone approaches are located on either side of

the structure. Unusual large round rubble stone abutments with cast
iron collars support the bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Harney Road Bridge is one of the most unusual iron truss bridges
still standing in Frederick County because of the combination of pony
pratt and double intersection pratt trusses.

The manufacturers of the pony pratt trusses, the King Iron Bridge And
Manufacturing Company of Cleveland, Ohio began in 1858 assuming the
King company name in 1871. Its founder, Zenas King had patented the
Tubular Arch bridge in 1858 and built numerous arch and swing bridges
in northern Ohio.

By 1874 over 2700 bridges had been built by the company.l Three "King"
_ bridges are still in existance in Frederick County.

In 1854 the weekly Frederick Examiner announced that wrought iron was
being used as a bridge material and proved to be stronger than the wood
truss construction that had been in general use. At that time it was
hoped that such an iron bridge would soon be constructed in Frederick
County.

It appears from the Frederick County Commissioners Minutes that iron
truss bridges became popular in the area during the 1870's. Records
show that a variety of companies, including Groton Manufacturing Company
Groton, New York; Wrought Iron Bridge Company, Canton, Ohio; King Iron
Bridge Company, Cleveland, Ohio; and the Pittsburg Bridge Company,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, constructed bridges throughout the county.
Iron truss bridges were an innovative step toward good bridge engineer-
ing design in the nineteenth century and were the pride of every commun-
ity.

lpan Deibler, Metal Truss Bridges in Virginia, 1865-1932 Vol. I, p. 35
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE  Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst
ORGANIZATION DATE
Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 6/19/78
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
12 Fast Church St., Winchester Hall 663-8300
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Frederick Maryland 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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