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Jacch D. Trostle Farmstead Ca. 1853-1866; 1890-1920
Mt. Airy vicinity

Private

The Jaccb D. Trostle Farmstead consists of a two-story stone dwelling with
a dated stone in the gable reading "JDT 1866" and its remaining contributing
outbuildings, a frame and stone bank barn of about the 1890's, a frame
meathouse of the last quarter of the 19th century, and a windmill of about
1890. The house has a white plastered exterior and a corrugated metal roof.
The windows have been replaced and the five-bay north elevation, the original
principal entrance facade, has a replacement entry porch at the center
doorway . A first story screened porch extends across the south elevation,
supported on piers above the exposed stone basement level. The frame meathouse
has board and batten siding and a low door on the north. The barn has vertical
board siding amd louvred vents and the frame milk house has tongue-and-groove
exterior siding. Jaccb D. Trostle (1825-1899) was a Brethren Church minister
in the Bush Creek congregation near Monrovia from about 1853 to 1884. During
his residency in Frederick County, the Brethren met in the Linganore area at
members' homes, including his own, and by the late 1860's had outgrown the
available rooms. Trostle served on the building committee which had the nearby
Locust Grove church (F-5-74) erected in 1873. In 1884, he moved to Kansas
where he died in 1899. The farmstead is minimally significant in architecture
for the dated 1866 stone dwelling and for its association with the early

history of the establishment of the Locust Grove Church.



F-5-108

Jaccbh D. Trostle Farmstead
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HISTORIC CONTEXT:

MARYIAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Piedmont
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery
Counties, and Baltimore City)

Chronological /Development Period:
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes:
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning
Religion
Resource Types:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function and Use:
Domestic/single dwelling/residence
Domestic/secondary structure/smokehouse
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn
Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbuilding

Known Design Source: None
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes Xno

1. Name {indicate preferred name)
historic Jacob D. Trostle Farmstead
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 13520 Harrisville Road —___not for publication
city,town Mt. Airy _X_ vicinity of congressional district 6th
state Maryland . county Frederick

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district — public _x occupied _X agriculture —___ museum
_x_ building(s) _%*_ private ___ unoccupied ____ commercial ____ park
—_ structure ___ both __ work in progress ___ educational x_ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment — religious

- _ object ____in process _X_yes: restricted - government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial —_ transportation
_y not applicable —__ no ___ military ___ other:

4. owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Thomas L. Browning
street & number 13520 Harrisville Road telephone no.:
city,town Mt. Airy state and zip code MD 21771

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1811
street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 1295
city, town Mt. Airy state MD 21771

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title

date —_federal ___state ___ county ___ local

.pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. F-5-108

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site

—x good ____ruins _ X altered ____ moved date of move
——_ fair —___unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE COUNT: 4

The Jacob D. TrostleFaxmsteadlscenteredonatwo—storystonedwellingwitha
white plastered exterior cladding built in 1866, according to a dated stone in the
west gable end of the house, and its remaining contributing outbuildings which
include a frame meathouse, a windmill, and a frame and stone bank barn with a frame
milk house. The outhuildings range in date fram about 1890 to 1920. The farmstead
is located on the north side of Harrisville Road about 2,000 feet northeast of the
intersection with Glissans Mill Road near Mt. Airy, Frederlck County, Maryland. The
house and outbuildings are on a hill overlooking a small stream running between the
public road and the farmstead toward the southwest to join Linganore Creek. The
house has been considerably rehabilitated on the exterior and the interior was
unavailable for documentation. The dates of the bhuildings are based on the
datestone, architectural evidence, land records, and historical information on Jacob
D. Trostle in The Church of the Singing Hills (1988).

The house has a five-bay north elevation with a center entrance under an entry
porch The porch has iron supports and a gable roof with a concrete base. The door
is an 8-panel modern replacement. The windows are 6/6 modern replacement sash and
frames. The roof is covered with corrugated metal and has interior end chimneys.
The east and west gable ends of the house reveal its deep proportioned plan. Twr
bays aremeachgableerdarﬁtheeastgablepeakhasalargecenteredattlcw:md(
of 6/6 sash. Onthew&stgableenilsastoneabovethetwoattlcwudcmsreadng
"JDT 1866". The south elevation has an exposed basement level with a modern
screened porch across the first story. At the southwest corner is an enclosed
section of the porch with a projection reached by a modern wood staircase. The
possibility of an earlier structure on the site having been superceded or
incorporated by the 1866 kuilding is indicated by the 1858 Isaac Bond map which
shows Trostle's name with a house marker, and Trostle is known to have purchased the
p in 1853. Interior documentation may reveal further information on an
earlier building, but the interior was inaccessible for this survey.

Meathouse: The frame meathouse is located southeast of the dwelling. It has board
and batten siding and a stone foundation. The roof is corrugated metal and a low
doorway is on the north elevation. It appears to date from the last quarter of the
19th century.

Windmill: The iron frame of a windmill stands just southwest of the dwelling. It
is notable for having a complete vane assembly, as most windmills have been
dismantled or allowed to deteriarate. The windmill probably dates from the 1890's.

Barn and milk house: The barn is located west of the dwelling. It has a stone
foundation and vertical siding with louvred vents. The roof is corrugated metal. A
shed on the northeast corner for tractor storage is a 20th century addition. The
barn appears to date from about 1890. An early 20th century frame milk house with
tongue-and—groove siding is near the southeast corner of the barn. It also has a
corrugated metal roof.



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-108

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_X_ religion

. -1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation — law —___science

1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics — literature — sculpture

____1600-1699 X __ architecture ___ education ____ military ____ social/

—1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering ____ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 __ commerce _ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_ theater

X 1900- ____ communications —_ industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
___ invention ____ other (specity)

Specific dates c3. 1853-1866; 1890—1%2uqmer/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: x A B x C _ D

and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B € D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Jacob D. Trostle Farmstead is minimally significant for the 1866 stone
dwelling, although it has been oconsiderably rehabilitated in the mid-20th
century and many important features of the exterior have been replaced or
obscured. The interior may reveal further elements of architectural
significance. The house is also minimally significant in religion for its
association with Jacob D. Trostle (1825-1899), a key preacher in the Bush Creek
congregation of the Brethren Church from about 1853 to 1884 and one of the
leaders in the committee which built the ILocust Grove Church of the Brethren
(F-5-74) 1in 1873. The Trostle House was reported to be one of several Brethren
*mes in the Linganore Creek vicinity in which services were held prior to the

ilding of the Locust Grove Church, which is located about 1,000 feet west of
the house.

Jacob D. Trostle was born near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and was trained
early as a miller. Much of his adult life, however, was devoted to religious
activity, first as a lay preacher and after 1851 as an elected Brethren
minister. In 1853, he moved his family to Linganocre Creek and became one of
the regular preachers of the Bush Creek congregation which met near Monrovia on
Bush Creeck south of New Market. At first the Brethren members in the Linganore
area were few, but grew steadily until they outgrew the hame meeting places
where services were traditionally held between the infrequent trips to the Bush
Creek church. Trostle's 1866 house or the existing house on the farm when he
purchased it reportedly was one of these meeting places. Trostle served on the
building committee which had the stone Locust Grove church erected in 1873.
Trostle also intermittently followed the milling trade with Daniel Rinehart,
another Brethren preacher who ran a mill near Monrovia. He was also a teacher
at the Friendship School nearby on Woodville Road. Trostle moved to Kansas in
1884, following the example of Rinehart, who also moved there in the late
1870's, and died there in 1899.
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(Continued on separate sheet)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property > acres
Quadrangle name Libertytown, Md.

UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 70,

Parcel 23

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code

county

code

state code

county

code

11. Form Prepared By

name-title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept.date July 1994
street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone  £96-2958
city or town Frederick state MD 21701

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

MARYLAND HS(GR?QALW
return to: Maryland Historical DHCP/OMCD
Shaw House 100 COMMUNITY PLACE
21 State Ci LLE, MD 21032-
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 514.7@032 2023

269-2438

PS-2746



Jacob D. Trostle Farmstead Survey No. F-5-108
Frederick County

9.1 Bibliography (Continued)
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Jacob D. Trostle Farmstead

Frederick County

Isaac Bond, Map of Frederick
County, 1858
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Jacob D. Trostle Farmstead

Frederick County

C.0. Titus, Atlas of Frederick
County, 1873
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