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Rebecca West House
St. Michaels
private

The Rebecca West house is a two-and-a-half story, three-bay, cross-
gabled frame dwelling, one of the most common house types built during
the second half of the nineteenth century. Still retaining its turned post
porch, sidelighted entrance and four-over-four sash windows, the center
hall dwelling has not been significantly altered outside a layer of artificial
exterior siding. Attached to the back of the main block is a shorter two-

story service wing.

An analysis of the title research for this house along with the 1877
St. Michaels town map convincingly indicate that Rebecca Hambleton West
financed the construction of this dwelling shortly after her purchase of the
lot in 1883. The transfer price of $100 points to an unimproved lot, and
the 1877 town map shows the lot vacant. Rebecca West held title to the
house until 1920 when it was sold to Clarence H. and Mabel Waters for

$1600.
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1. Name {indicate preferred name)

historic REBECCA WEST HOUSE

and/or common

2. Location

street & number 104 North Talbot Street ——_ not for publication
city, town St. Michaels ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
™ __ district —— public ____occupied . agriculture — museum
X building(s) x private —— unoccupied —_commercial —— park
— structure _ hoth - work in progress —— educational X private residence
——_site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment __religious
~. .~ Object — _inprocess —X_yes: restricted —— government — scientific
—— being considered ___yes: unrestricted industrial ____transportation
_X not applicable __ po —_ military —_other:

4. owner of Property (givé names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number ___telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 187
street & number Talbot County Courthouse folio 376
city, town Easton state MD 21601
6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys
:,/"W
Je
date ——federal ____state __ county ___ local

™~ PR
2N

2pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description survey No. T-687

Condition Check one g{heck one

_excellent ___ deteriorated ___ unaltered ___original site

x__ good ____ruins _x_ altered —___moved date of move
__ tair . unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Rebecca West house stands at 104 North Talbot Street in the
northern commercial district of St. Michaels, Talbot County, Maryland.
The two-and-a-half story frame house faces east with the principal gable
oriented on a north/south axis.

Built around 1883, the two-and-a-half story, three-bay frame
dwelling is supported by a low brick foundation and is sheathed with
artificial weatherboard siding. The steeply pitched gable roof is covered
with asphalt shingles. Attached to the back of the house is a shorter
two-story rear service wing.

The east (main) elevation is a symmetrical three-bay facade with a
center entrance and flanking four-over-four sash windows. The partially
glazed front door is framed by three-light sidelights and a four-light
fransom. The flanking windows are hung with louvered shutters. Stretching
across the front of the house is a hip roofed, turned post porch with sawn
brackets and a square baluster handrail. The second floor is marked by
three evenly spaced four-over-four sash windows each hung with louvered
shutters. Distinguishing the roof is a centered cross gable that is pierced
by a pointed arch six-pane attic window.

The gable ends are pierced by four-over-four sash windows that
light each floor. Protruding through each gable is an interior brick stack
that is finished with a corbelled cap. The eaves are extended slightly
and finished with a short return at the base of the roof.

Extending westward from the main block is a two-story rear wing
with an interior end brick stack as well. A screened-in porch supported
by chamfered posts fills the south corner of the rear ell, and a partially
glazed side door provides access to the wing.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. T-687

- Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture religion
——1400-1499 __ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law — _science
~.1500-1599 ___ agriculture — _ economics — literature —— sculpture
-1600-1699 __x_ architecture — education — military —— social/
——1700-1799 ____ art — — engineering — — music humanitarian
—*_1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
—  1900- — _ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
—  invention —— other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A _ B XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C D _E _F G
Level of Significance: __national _ state X local

A
Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geri\eral statement of history and
support.

The Rebecca West house is a two-and-a-half story, three-bay, cross-
gabled frame dwelling, one of the most common house types built during
the second half of the nineteenth Century. Still retaining its turned post
porch, sidelighted entrance and four-over-four sash windows, the center
hall dwelling has not been significantly altered outside a layer of artificial

o exterior siding. Attached to the back of the main block is a shorter two-
story service wing.

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries this stretch
of North Talbot Street was largely residential with a few stores
interspersed with the rows of houses. However, commercial development
within the last ten years has encroached on this neighborhood and turned
many houses into rental spaces for businesses. This house is one of a
handful along North Talbot Street that remains as a single-family dwelling.

HISTORY AND SUPPORT

An analysis of the title research for this house along with the 1877
St. Michaels town map convincingly indicate that Rebecca Hambleton West

lot in 1883. The transfer price of $100 points to an unimproved lot, and
the 1877 town map shows the lot vacant. Rebecca West held title to the
house until 1920 when it was sold to Clarence H. and Mabel Waters for
$1600. (187/376)




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. T-687

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References Jo NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 1/29/89

street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone  301-651-1094
city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
PS-2746



REBECCA WEST HOUSE . T-687

YEAR: 18 Vo

L: 187 PABE: 378
nuM PGuﬂuua H. weat et al PRICL' w¥5®9
T0: Clarence H. Wsters and Mabel Waters

NOTES Sss attached desd. B
Conveyad to Rebecca H. Hambleton {now West) by Philemon T. Hambleton and
cthers ¥8uu, 898/489.

YEAR: 1883 \JOL: 88 PAGE: 489

FROM: P. T. Hambleton et sl PRIDE: %120

TO: Rabacca Hamblseion ST

NOTES The "others" are! Qarris V. Hambleton, John '§. Hambleton, and Angaline

D. Hamblston. C

Beains at the SE corner of the heirs of Josiah Fairbanki run W 122 feet to the
SW corner of Fairbank: then S with the fencae enclosing this lot 5@ fast: than

E 129 feat to Talbot Sirsst: then N on Talbot Street 53 feat to the beginning.,

-

Deed missing: P T Hambleton I. to P. T. Hambleton II. !!!

Year: 18568 Vol: §7 Paags: 264
From: Charles Robinson, trusts
To: Philemon Hambleton
Notes: All that part uf Elliott s Lot an oseph’'s Lot sold by Samuel Harrison
to Samuel Hambleton, 1832, 58/322. Begins st the place where a cedar post stocod
by the road into Church Nack sat daun as & division betwsen Thomas Harrison and
Jamaa Braddocks run with the road E 188P to Main Road: then therswith N 26 W
22P5 then W 92P to what was the divisicnal lina batween Thomas Harrison and
James Braddocks then with that line to the baginning. 11 3/4 acres except three
small building lots sold off by William Jones.

8 Price: £2345

[= %
} Cay

Year: 1832 Vol: 52 Pags: 322

From: Samuel Harrison Price: $475.50
To: Samual Hamblaton

Notes: All that part of Ellioctt's Lot and
son and Thomas Harrison to Thomes L Haddaw ¥,
Samual Harrison, administrator of Thomas L Hadda
post ., runs with Church Neck road E 18@P to Ma
N 26 W 22P, then W 9@P to the Harrison-Braddoc!
11 3/4 ascres.

Joseph's Lot sold by Robert Richard-
we 795, 26/322. Afterwards sold by
way. Begins at formar cedar

n Road, with the main road,
line, then toc tha beginning.




ST MICHAELS

SY MICHAELS DisT. TALBOT CO.

AT
7657
Dodson T
Bre. wie Y
ek ¥ 7.5 Hawmd Yo torw ™
CHAEL'S USINESS REFERENCES,

DODSBON, Dealer in Drugs, Medicines, Chem-
s, Fine Toilet Soap, Fancy Hair and Tooth
shes, Perfumery and Fancy Toilet Articles,
.sses, Shoulder-Braces, Grass and Garden Seeds.
[ Winla and Liquondg; ls(“ﬁ‘odm;;!”

ats, Oils, Yarnishes and Dye etter .
@, lok, Eavelopes, Glass, Puity, Carbon a,
aps, Ch ys, &c. Physicians’ Prescriptions care.
y Compounded,

HADDAWAY, Insurance Agent and Con-
vancer.

7 W. DBAN, Collector of Claims, Real Estate
=nt and Con .

8 DYOTY, Carpester, Contractor and Builder,
op at St Michasel's,

ED H. HAMBLETON, Carpenter and Bujl-
. Shop at St. Michael's.

38 F "ON, Real Estate Agent and Cole
-tor of i

B8PA. . _, Justics of the Pesce and Collector,
SMITHMAN, Boot and Shoemsker. First
w8 work done on short motice. Repairing
smptly and peatly done,

i g HAMBLETON, ictor of * Ham-
:ton's Mechanical Shop.” Bl i

ighting, and all work a; ini h
.cate Machinery urefnny repaired.  Farming—
aplements on hand, snd made o order st short
tice. Carriage Repairing, Trimming and Paiating
Specially. i
WILLIAM CAULK, Physician and S n,
JAMES SETH, Physician and Snrgeon,mgce
+d Residence near St. K{‘ilclnd‘s
LIAM 8, HARRISON, Blacksmith and
“agop Maker, R?dri peomptly and nea
:v:ge. in B c%retﬁ N&k‘ﬂ’ Goodu:’,
T & ., Deslers in Dry

Hats, e&p, Boots, Shoes, &c. ' Store in
‘N T. HARRINGTON, Propretor of * Wil.
ams House,” Newly furnished snd fitted. Table
arefolly catered for. All the luxuries of the sea-
of. Ample Stable Accommodations, Charges
moderate,
YIBL J. EILMAN, Carriage Maker and Dealer
n all kinds of W, 3
RGE W. coz'.i?zmna. Tinner, Worker In Tin,
Sheet Irom, &c. Also Dealer in Stoves and Tin,
nd Sheet Iron ware of every description.
. BLADES, nter, Contractor, and Builder,
Persons having in this line will do well to see
im before contncﬁng
EPR H;}Rl?kﬂl: B!IIlflané Ship Builder,
Repairin, all kinds ptly and neatly done.
'Vq!)’.‘;l ARBAn’i, Boot and Shoem’nker. Is
kilful in his professi Those ing first elasy
rork done will do well to patronize him,
RRISON & RICHARDSON, Carrisge Ma:
ers. Al work warranted.  Repairing promptly
nd neatly done,
J. HOLLAND, Butcher and Dealer in Fresh
eats of all kinds, Shop on Talbot Street.
T, C. R. LHONARD, Freighter of Grain of all
inds to any point.
)MAS BLADES, Of E. Dealer in Dry Goods,
Sotiop=""Teries (ﬁgm, Tobecco, &e, f
BM TARRIBON, Dealer in Grocerles, (
“onfe. .es &e.
. KILMON, Carriage Maker and Dealer in Car. {1
?.‘e" Wiagons, &¢. Repairing prompily and neatly i
one. ;
» DODSONPhysician and Swegeon,

Le
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REBECCA WEST HOUSE
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REBECCA WEST HOUSE

St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD
East elevation :
12/88, Paul Touart, photographer
Negative/MD Historical Trust




