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TINAME
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Christ Church Rectory
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12 South Street

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Easton ___ VICINITY OF FIRST
STATE COUNTY
Marvland 21 01 Talbot
I CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
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—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL * PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT X RELIGIOUS
— __OBJECT __INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X_NO __MILITARY __OTHER

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
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I DESCRIPTION it

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X_EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE +
—GOOD —RUINS X ALTERED _MOVED  DATE
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED ‘ Slinhtiv

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Christ Chureh Rectorv sets on a slicht rise of around enclo<ed in
the L formed bv Christ Church c» the east and the Parish ‘iouse on the
north. The main entrance is on the north.  The ‘dwellina j= surrounded
by rows of handsome boxwood., To the west is an intimate qarden with heds
of Enalich flowerina plants and herbs,

The storv and a half building is of coursed granite in arev and
hrown tones, Tt ig a " shaped building situated with the eross bar of
the T perpendicular to the street, Tts steep, slate<covered, A-roof
terminates in prominant nables, emphasized bv narrow, double verge hoards,
Eaves have exposed shaped rafter ende,

A porch shelters both elevations of the buildinag which are parallel
to the street, The screened porch at the rear of the house is modern,
The front poreh is oriqinal and shelters the main entrance ,which leads

is closed with louvers,

Windows are placed and desianed to emphasize the vertiecal, picturesque
qualitv of the building, Trianocular arch opening containgdouble huna sashes
with cix 1ights in the lower and the upper sash trianqularlv shaped, A
window of this tvne is used in the upper floor of the major aqable ends:
below i= a wooden bar window, rectangular on the front aable, hexagonal on
the east gable,

The two=bav lea of the T rlan is parallel the street, On the front
facade its western bay is occupied hy the main entrance: a low rectanoular
window is centered above the door. The eastern bav has a tali window and
a larae nable dormer which extends below the roof line. Similiar dormers
are used on the rear facades, A\ second entrance is situated at the rasr
corner of the T: it also opens onto the central hali,

Tall brick chimnevs pjierce thre roof ridres, The ridae crossing is
marked bv a leow cupula with a hipped; copper roof,

Window trim is Very narrow, Like the bhav windows it {s pajnted arev,

The deep roof was used to reduce the =cale of this spacious dwelling
with the dormers pierecing the cornice to permit the use of tall windows,
Consequently, the interior is spacious and light with a generous central
hall and ta1l1 ceilings,

The simple stair with round oak balustars and scroll type step brackets
is set at the rear of thre buildina at a riaht anale to the hall., There are
three rooms Per floor with a kitchen addition.

As on the exterior, window and door t+rim is simple with flat compoind
moldings. Mantles have pilasters flankina the rectangular openina, a
frieze, bedmoldings and a shelf,

In 2 recent renovation, transom lights above interior dansrs were
removed and chair rails added, therebsy minimizing the vertical qualitv of
the high ceilinaed public room,

The dwelling is used by Christ Churech Parish as its Rectorv, The
structure is carefullv maintained and beautifully furnichad,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE x.RE:_lGiON
_—_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY»HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW __SC-ENCE
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __L!TERATURE ___SCuULPTURE
__1600-1699 x_ARCH!TECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY ,SCCIAL‘HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 __ART __ENGIiNEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
2_(.18004899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
_-1900- __COMMUN!CA'HONS __INDUSTRY __POUT!CS#GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY?

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES YR RS BUILDER/ARCHITECT Richard Upjohn

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

L56/F300

L46/F29

The building is significant for its architecture. In the
midnineteenth century Christ Church was fortunate in selecting
as its pastor a man devoted to both architecture and theology.
The builder of both Christ Church and its Rectory, Rev. Henry
M. Mason, came to Easton from Salem, New Jersey, in 1838. There
he had been closely affiliated with the Rt. Rev. George W. Doane,
a builder of several churches in New England and a leader in the
American Fcclesiology Movement. Ecclesiological theory, favored
construction of churches tased on the English Gothic <arish .
Churches. It was founded in England in the early nineteenth
century. In the United States, William Strickland, of the leading
architects who investigated these ideas, had designed a church
in Salem for Rev. Mason in 183€ and it was on these plans that
Christ Church was based.

Richard Upjohn was also an architect of major importance in
nineteenth century United States. Familiar with Ecclesiology,
he also explored .- plastic qualities inherent in the Gothic
revival mode. The vertical and picturesque qualities are both
seen in this small, thoughtfully designed building which is both
commodious. and complimentary to the magnificent church building.

This property was deeded to the members of the Vestry in
18,2 from Dr. William 4. Thomas and his wife Ann. This had been
a Nichols parcel of 1and and premises for many years previously.
Elizabeth Nichols sold it to Dr. Thomas in 1825. Whatever
dwelling was on the tract earlier, was demolished to make way
for the new Church and Rectory.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 A

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

NA

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE

COUNTY

STATE

COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historim

ORGANIZATION

DATE

Historic Easton, Incorporated September 30, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE Mr, Paul Parsons
Box 1171 301-822-270¢ Pres

CITY OR TOWN

Easton

STATE

Faryland 21601

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe~
ment of individual property rights.
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Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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Christ Church Rectory

12 South Street

Easton Quad, 1942, PR"1974
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