
HOLY CROSS HOUSE 

WILLIS AND COURT STREETS 

The 2% story frame pile known as the "Allender" or 
"Holy Cross" House sits at the intersection of Willis and 
Court Streets in Westminster. The building divides its 
attention equally between these two streets, thus having two 
principal facades at 90 degree angles. In space the house 
is basically a four bay cube but there are sufficient numbers 
of projections (bay windows, boxed porches, porches in-antis, 
etc.) to give all facades great liveliness. The north facade, 
which looks onto Willis Street, sits on a high coursed field-
stone foundation. A flight of eight wooden steps leads to 
double entrance doors; the doors have heavy lattice work in 
their centers, and a latticed transom above. This entrance 
area projects from the main facade a couple of feet, and the 
second floor of this area is in glass (large panes below 
lattice work above) forming a sunroom. Modern wrought iron 
columns flank this extension, and are used for second story 
balcony. The whole is sheltered by a shed roofed asbestos 
tile roof with eliptical and pendented trim below. 

The Holy Cross House is located on a 2/3 acre lot 
which slopes steeply to the southwest on Willis Street in 
Westminster. The lot has fine plantings of English boxwood, 
and some of the area's most venerable Ginko trees. Further 
improvements include the Holy Cross House (also known as the 
"Allender House") built by Miss Lucretia van Bibber c. 1890. 
Miss Van Bibber offered the house to the Order of the Holy Cross 
as a memorial to her neice (Carroll County Deed Book 75, Page 288); 
in 1892 the Order took up residence and performed its first 
Mass on August 4 of that year to commemorate the Feast of St. 
Dominic. Priests from as far away as Tennessee and England spent 
time at the house as the Order grew in importance. Eventually, 
the Order grew too large for the Westminster House and moved 
to its present location in West Park, New York, but "We never 
think of old Westminster days without a sense of gratitude to 
the good God who, among those dear people, gave us so much of 
blessing, and showed us the way out of many problems. May He 
have them all, both living and departed, in His holy keeping." 
An American Cloister, S. C. Hughson, O.H. C. PP. 13-22. 
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The 2% story frame pile known as the "Allender" or 
"Holy Cross" House sits at the intersection of Willis and 
Court Streets in Westminster. The building divides its 
attention equally between these two streets, thus having two 
principal facades at 90 degree angles. In space the house 
is basically a four bay cube but there are sufficient numbers 
of projections (bay windows, boxed porches, porches in-antis, 
etc.) to give all facades great liveliness. The north facade, 
which looks onto Willis Street, sits on a high coursed field-
stone foundation. A flight of eight wooden steps leads to 
double entrance doors; the doors have heavy lattice work in 
their centers, and a latticed transom above. This entrance 
area projects from the main facade a couple of feet, and the 
second floor of this area is in glass (large panes below 
lattice work above) forming a sunroom. Modern wrought iron 
columns flank this extension, and are used for second story 
balcony. The whole is sheltered by a shed roofed asbestos 
tile roof with eliptical and pendented trim below. 

One gabled roof section is to the left (east) of 
the entrance section and contains one 1/1 window per floor, 
centrally placed, with lattice work in place of lentil. Green 
wooden louvered shutters flank these and all windows about the 
windows' simple enframeraent. The shell of this section resembles 
the shell of the entire building in that it consists of white 
painted wood in layers: on the first 15' of the ground floor 
is horizontally laid clapboarding, then comes a 5' section of 
vertical tongue-in-groove panelling, then 10' of horizontal 
clapboarding, then 3' of shaped shingles below a cornice which 
has a perferated architrave running along its base. The gable 
here has a simple 1/1 window in its center of this pediment, 
wavy boarding about it, and a repeat of the shaped shingles 
at the very top. The west side of this facade has windows placed 
and treated similarly on the first and second floors but has 
a two story round conical roofed tower at the corner. This 
tower has three windows, in the same pattern, wrapped around 
it on each of the two floors. A small hipped gable dormer pro­
trudes at the corner with four small one-light casement windows 
in it. 

The other main facade, that facing the Court House, 
is an interesting variation of the Willis Street facade. Instead 
of having its entrance area projecting, it is recessed about 
3' on both floors. Here, there is a single Victorian panelled 
door and a narrow 1/1 window on the ground floor, and a small 
1/1 window surrounded by narrow 1/1 windows above, behind a simp 
railed porch. The clapboarding of the main of this facade projects 
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Architecturally the Allender-Holy Cross House 
is interesting in the way the four facades play off each 
other. Most buildings in the City have one intended-to-
be-seen prospect, but the Allender House is sculptural in 
that it is meant to be seen from all four sides. Thus the 
relationship between the pedimented attic gable on the north 
and west facades is important as they were probably intended 
to be vis-a-vis the round tower at the intersection of these 
two facades; the tower marks the center then leading from it 
comes two flat sections, then come the projecting gable sections. 
Similarly, the east and west facades work together in their 
diagonally-opposite three sided bay windows. Also similar is 
the north and east facade treatment of doors (here protruding 
there recessed). All in all, the house is a fine plastic piece, 
and this sense of plasticity is not at all hampered by the 
extremely lively textures on the surface: of the interplay among 
horizontal, vertical and textured shingles. This surface decora­
tion is heighten by the window treatment, by the interplay, 
constantly appearing, among the lintel-trellis (with its stained 
glass) - the fine mesh of the entrance door windows, and the 
large shingle sheathed gables that form. 

The Holy Cross House is located on a 2/3 acre lot 
which slopes steeply to the southwest on Willis Street in 
Westminster. The lot has fine plantings of English boxwood, 
and some of the area's most venerable Ginko trees. Further 
improvements include the Holy Cross House (also known as the 
"Allender House") built by Miss Lucretia van Bibber c. 1890. 
Miss Van Bibber offered the house to the Order of the Holy Cross 
as a memorial to her neice (Carroll County Deed Book 75, Page 288); 
in 1892 the Order took up residence and performed its first 
Mass on August 4 of that year to commemorate the Feast of St. 
Dominic. Priests from as far away as Tennessee and England spent 
time at the house as the Order grew in importance. Eventually, 
the Order grew too large for the Westminster House and moved 
to_its present location in West Park, New York, but "We never 
think of old Westminster days without a sense of gratitude to 
the good God who, among those dear people, gave us so much of 
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about 1%' on the ground floor making a small railing; interesting 
capped columns (vaguely Corinthian) rise here "supporting" the 
porch. In place of the bow window there is a three sided ground 
story bay window with one 1/1 window on each of its fronts. These 
windows are similarly treated to those described. A set of 
French Doors leads to the simply railed porch above. To the south 
of this facade two 1/1 windows are located on each floor. There 
is a small two light pedimented roof dormer to the south of this 
facade in the roof. 

The south facade has an irregularly numbered and placed 
group of bays: five 1/1 windows on the second floor, and 5 on the 
main floor with the addition of a 6-panel door on that latter floor. 
The door leads to a flat-roofed simply-railed porch which rests 
above the three sided bay window in the fully exposed basement. 
One 10/10 window is in the center of this bay with matching 6/6 
windows flanking it. There is a glass door in the center of the 
basement, and a board and batten storage area to the west. A 
fine trellised porch, the trellis consisting of x's and o's sheds 
this centrally placed door. The hipped roof on this facade is 
unbroken except for its shed roofed dormer, which has two 1/1 win­
dows in it. The west facade of the building is, like most of the 
other fronts, divided into thirds: there is the already-discussed 
rounded tower, a central area with one 1/1 centrally placed window 
on each of the two floors, and a slightly projecting southern 
pediment gable section. There is a 3-sided bay window (resting on 
the exposed fieldstone foundation) on this facade identical to that 
of the west facade, complete to the French Doors on the second 
floor. Also, similar to the east facade is the dormer with its 
1/1 window. 
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blessing, and showed us the way out of many problems. May He 
have them all, both living and departed, in His holy keeping." 
An American Cloister, S. C. Hughson, O.H.C. PP. 13-22. 

The Ascension Church retained the title until April 
15, 1919 when James H. Allender bought the place for $4821.25 
(134/154). Upon his death, his executors transferred title to the 
present owners on December 31, 1951, for $26,500 (211/348). 
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Addi t iona l Infromation for CARR-470 
W i l l i s and Court S t r e e t s 
Holy Cross /Al lender House 

C i t a t i o n s from the Democratic Advocate: 
6/16/1888 The Misses Van Bibber have purchased the l o t on W i l l i s and Center 
S t r e e t s from Col. John K. Longwell and w i l l b u i l d a handsome res idence on i t 
t h i s summer. 

6/23/1888 Miss Luc re t i a Van Bibber w i l l e r e c t a handsome white l imestone 
res idence on W i l l i s S t r e e t nor th of the courthouse as soon as the plans and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s a re rece ived from the a r c h i t e c t . 

8/4/1888 Miss Van Bibber commenced work on h e r new res idence on W i l l i s S t r e e t . 
I t w i l l be two s t o ry frame, 47 x 39 % fee t wi th tower and two bay windows. 
Ditman & Hunter c a r p e n t e r s , Await B r o s . , masons. 

Joe Getty 
7/12/85 
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Allender House, site (Holy Cross House) 
Willis & Court Streets 
Westminster Quadrangle 

1998 Aerial Photo 
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Allender House, site (Holy Cross House) 
Willis & Court Streets 
Westminster 
Sanborn Maps 
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Allender House, site (Holy Cross House) 
Willis Street, Westminster 
Now location of Vietnam Memorial, northwest of Courthouse 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006 

Vietnam Memorial, facing southwest 


























