Survey No. CARR-662

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name ¢(indicate preferred name)
historic Milestone 31
and/or common
2. Location
street & number Ridgeville Boulevard: ____ not for publication
city, town Mt. Airy ____vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county Carroll
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—__ district X public ___ occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
____ building(s) ____ private —___ unoccupied ___ commercial — park
— structure __ both ___ work in progress ___ educational __ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__entertainment religious
X _ object ___ inprocess _____yes: restricted _____government ____ scientific
— being considered _X yes: unrestricted ____ industrial X_transportation
_X not applicable __ no ___ military ____ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Courthouse Annex liber
street & number 55 North Court Street folio
city, town Westminster state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing =mistorical surveys

title

date — federal ____state __ county ___ local

2pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. CARR-662

Condition Check one Check one

> excellent ___ deteriorated _ X unaltered A\/original site unknown
2 good ____ruins ___ altered _™ moved date of move CITqE
— fair —___ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Milestone 31 on Ridgeville Boulevard is located on the north side of the road,
west of Route 27 (Ridge Road), within the corporate limits of Mt. Airy in southwestern
Carroll County. It is a roughly finished block of granite 7% inches square, with a semi-
circular top, and now sits 39% inches above ground. Only the top 33 inches are carved,
while the bottom of the stone is rough and unfinished. Carved on the south side of the

stone is "31 M TO B".
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8- Signi'icance Survey No. CARR-662

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
__1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law ____science
~1500-1599 ____ agriculture _____economics — literature __ sculpture
_1600-1699 _ ___ architecture ___ education . military ___ social/
_1700-1799 ____ art ____engineering __ music humanitarian
_ 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
___ 1900~ ___ communications ____industry ___ politics/government __X transportation
____invention — other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: XA _ B _ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state _xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Geographic Organization: Piedmont

Chronological/Development Period: Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870

Historic Period Themes: Transportation

Resource Types: Turnpike milestone

Ridgeville Boulevard passes through only a small part of Carroll County, and this
seems to be the only milestone within the County for this old turnpike, which was
apparently originally an Indian trail. It may have evolved later into the Annapolis Road,
which ran from the Monocacy River through the Mt. Airy vicinity to Poplar Springs, in
the mid-eighteenth century. The milestone apparently comes from the Baltimore and
Frederick Turnpike, which was chartered in 1805 and ran from Baltimore and Eutaw
Streets in Baltimore City to Boonsboro in Washington County. The milestones were
erected as early as 1805, although it apparently took at least several years to reach the
Mt. Airy area, so this stone probably dates to c. 1810. The turnpike company was
dissolved in 1911. All of the milestones were placed on the National Register in 1975.
Milestones were once common on the old turnpike routes, but are now fairly rare. At
least one survives on the Littlestown turnpike (Route 97), and probably others do along
Routes 30, 140 and 26, but their existence is not well documented. As a result,
Milestone 31 is a rare reminder of a period of American history when major roadways
were a part of private enterprise, rather than public works.

KS/1h:7-29-93: CARRG662.sig



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. CARR-662

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name __Damascus Quadrangle scale _1:24000
UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

ALl b Ll by o Lo L L bl bl

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

clo by b b by gd ol ) Wl v bbbyl
ELJ|LI||1|[1||||| F|1|1L11|1|[1||[1||
e} I i I I T I T T L T I O O T O A T
Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Kenneth M. Short, Historic Planner

organization Carroll County Planning Department date July 30, 1993

street & number 225 North Center Street telephone (410) 857"21457

city or town Westminster state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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[7. bescripTION o
' \ (Check One)

! 7 Excellent . Good k‘\;‘ Fair [} Deterioroted ] Ruins i Unrx—\osed
' conDITION =

(Chock One | (Check One)
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CESCRIBE THE FRESENT AND OR1G M AL C(if hnown) ErNSIC AL APPEARANCE

The stones were Jocated beginning at the Baltimore courthousc, spaced
one mile apart and placed on the north side of Maryland Route 144
primarily, but found also along sections of Route 40, Altcrnate Route
40, Maryland Route 165, and "Scenic 40" west of HanpOLk.

Owned by the state of Marvland on the edge of the right-of-way theyv
are Completel} accessible to the public.

Dimensions-of the stones vary from section to section. Generally
they are about twelve inches wide, eight inches deep and proicct ubout

"38 M to B" (38 miles to Baltimore). The other three faces hear no
inscription....The stone material also varies. The first thirty-nine
stones are of Baltimore gneiss from the Ellicott City area. From hest
Friendship through Frederick to Boonesboro, the material is quartcitce,
plentiful along the Monocacy River. From Boonesboro to Funkstown, a
very white limestone was used and also a different stone cutter whose

' lettering is very distinctive. West of Hagerstown, thec stones are of
a grey limestone. Sixty-nine stones remain on the route.

i

!

thirty inches zbove grade. The distance of the stone's facing the road:
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Onc or More ax Appropriate)

Urban Planning

Aboriginal (7} Education {1 Political

1 Prehistornic {3 Engineering " Religion Phi.  Other (Specifv)

1] Historic {73 tndustry losophy
] Agriculture 73 tnvention [} Science
") Architecture 1 Londscope {71 Sculpture
3 Art Architecture [} Socio! ‘Human- —_
:J Commerce ': Literature itarion o o
i: Cemmunications - Military i1 Theater . —
7 Congervatian T3 Music i Trorczortotion -

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These milestones mark the original route of the old National Pike from
Bzltimore to Cumberland, Maryland.

-

The Baltimore-Fredericktown Turnpike Company was franchised by the state
in 1805 to construct, maintain and collect tolls on S1XTy-two miles of
+011 road from Baltimore to Booncsboro, Maryland. The first tolleutc

was opened April, 1807.

Jonathan Ellicott, President of this company, was instrumental in

having threc other turnpikes formed which extended the road over the
mountains to Cumberland where it met the federally funded National i
opened in 1818. A group of banks, mostly from Baltimore, provided thy

capital for the construction. This made possible overland transportat.’ o
all the way from Baltimore tc St. Louls with the result that turcugh i
Cumberland Narrows passed over half of the emigrants and ircight of our

westward migration in its early days.

vl

It is significant that Maryland was the first of the mid-Atloantic starte
to finance and maintain its roads with the turnpike system, and the
mothod quickly spread throughout the castern scabourd.
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El?. STATE Li1AISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designaied State Liaison Officer for the Na-
ticnal Historic Preservation Act of 1066 (Public Law
%€G_665). 1 hereby nominate this properiy for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that 1t has been
~valuated according to,the c-iteria and procedures set
fcrth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Local

. [

National 5 State
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National Register

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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