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3443 Uniontown Road

3443 Uniontown Road is a reconstruction built in 1977 by Richard Blacksten. The original
house was built by Stephan Bower somelime after 1809. In 1825. Jacob Yingling. a saddler,
bought the property which he sold in 1832 to Henry Routson. a tailor. Routson lived and
operated a store here for the gfeater part of the nineteenth centurv. A unique feature of this
house was its porch which was actually the sidewalk under the porch roof. There may have
been a few exposed log houses. such as the one currentlv at 3443 Uniontown Road, during the
earliest years of Uniontown's history. but these would have been covered with wood siding or
brick as soon as the owner could afford it. A house with exposed logs on the exterior was dif-
ficult to seal and protect against the weather. Log was used as a wall material in the same
manner that builders use concrete block todav—as a quick and inexpensive means to con-
struct a solid wall that is then finished with a more fashionable material as an exterior cover-
ing. When this area was first inhabited. settlers would construct log houses and leave the log
exterior exposed because their priorities were other matters, such as raising enough crops to
sustain them through the year. Materials for covering the exterior of houses were not readily
available and making bricks or sawing weatherboards were time-consuming tasks. As this
agricultural region became more prosperous. residents could afford to pay carpenters and
masons to construct their homes and finish them in an appropriate manner. Also sawmills and
brick-making factories were established, and these materials became more accessible. It is
during this later period that Uniontown was established, and its architecture reflects this ear-
ly nineteenth century era of increasing affluence as shown through the design and details of
its buildings.
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CARR-315 Stephan Bower House Site

Carrol] County, Maryland

Joe Getty

November, 1984

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD
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