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WHITE'S LEVEL Late eighteenth century
Bishop Street Extended Private
Westminster

White's Level is the name of the third oldest land patent

in the Westminster District. It was patented to John White
on September 27, 1738, and White sold the parcel in 1754 to
William Winchester, who in 1764 laid out the Town of
Westminster on a portion of the tract. There 1s a late
eighteenth century structure remaining on the original
White's Level tract that might be the earliest extant build-
ing in the county.

While a more intensive architectural analysis is needed for
the structure, several characteristics indicate that the
building is an early and unique architectural specimen.
Foremost is the style of the building, which consists of a
one and one-half story timber-framed with a central chimney
and two-room plan. This style and type of construction
(heavy timber frame with brick nogging) comes from an English
folk tradition via tidewater Maryland, and is one of the few
distinctive English house types in this area where the
Pennsylvania German farmhouse is predominant. The central
chimney plan of this type is extant on only one other house
in Maryland (Knock's Folly, Kent County). During the late

nineteenth century, a two-story frame addition was added to
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the south gable end of the structure.

Documentary evidence supports the theory that this could be

an early Winchester house. The house is within the boundaries
of the original White's Level, a tract of land that remained
within the Winchester family's ownership until 1836. Further,
William Winchester's will of 1790 bequeaths his '"'plantation"
to his wife Lydia. The English style of the house 1s of the
type frequently refered to in the Maryland tidewater as a
"plantation,'" and there is no other known structure that
would have been this property.

Further architectural analysis is needed on the building

to determine a more accurate date for the structure.
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Maryland Historical Trust
Qtate Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
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and/or common
2. Location
street & number ____not for publication
city, town ____ vicinity of congressional district
state county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
——_district - public ____ occupied ____agriculture - museum
___building(s) ____ private - unoccupied ____ commercial - park
. structure ____ both — work in progress ____ educational ____private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment ____religious
_ object —_in process ____yes:restricted ____ government ___ scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —__industrial ___ transportation
___not applicable __no ____military ____other:

4- owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
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7. Description Survey No.CARf-

Condition Check one Check one

__ excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered ___ original site

____good ____ruins ____ altered ____ moved date of move
— fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.



8. Significance
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Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion
.1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —. conservation — law ___ science
— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture - economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 _ __ architecture — education — military — social/
_ 1700-1799 ___ art — engineering — music humanitarian
18001899 ___ commerce __ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ —__ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: __ A B _C _D

and/or T
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D

national

Level of Significance: __state

E F G

local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and

support.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. (fRK- 5]

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title

organization date
street & number telephone
city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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CARR-151 WHITE'S LEVEL

Carroll County, Maryland

Joe Getty

November 1983

Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md.
North and west elevations (camera
facing southeast)

1/1



