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Because of a lack of reccxds we know
nothing of the history of Sam's Creek Church
of the Brethren pre~1336. e <o know that
Maxrtin Urner, a founder of the Pipe Creek
(Caxrr.~111) congrezation of 1753, purchased a
farm on Sam's Creek in 1761, znd sold it %o
pioneers shortly theresfter, Informal worship
in barns and homes 2pparently took place as
well as worship at Pipe Creek, until 1836~ when
the first log structure for worship was built,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rectangular church sits on the incline of a gentle hill, 50 yards
from Maryland Route 407 which runs South East to North West between Route 31 & RTINS
27. The church itself faces North East. It sits on a loqkfoundation, is 5 e v
bays long (front) and 3 bays wide. The one story plus working basement and attic
structure has plain trim on doors and windows. First floor double sash wine- .
dows are 6/6 with blind shutters. Attic and basement are 6/3, some with and
some without shutters. The wall structure is presumably brick covered with
asbestos shingle; attic structure is wood covered with sheet metal. There is
a single, back, exterior chimney.
The exterior appearance is that of a home, not a church, without
exterior decoration. It appears also to be in need of repair.
The interior is reached through a side or a front entrance. The
side has a single panel door with a rectangular transom reached by concrete
steps. The front has a recent double door, also with a rectagular transom,
The interior is void of decoration. There is no narthex. The
rectangular nave is 10 pews deep, in very plain wood. There is a central
aisle. An elevated altar sits in the Chancel area and also the choir. Floors
are random width and walls are of white plaster. The only decor is a simu-
lated moulded, plaster ceiling. There are rooms of small dimensions in
back of the nave used for study and storage.

In general, the church is very stripped down, dull in color,
straightforward.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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REFER TO CARR. ~-111 FOR BRIEF HISTORY OF CHURCH OF BRETHREN IN THE STATES.

Martin Urner, one of the founders of the Pipe Creek Chu¥ch of the
Brethrer in 1758 purchased a farm on Sams Creek in 1761. He sold it to pioneers
in 1762 and they lived here as early as 1762, but there are no records of church
services, meetings or school classes extant prior to 1836, Apparently, all
preaching services were held at Pipe Creek until a colony on Sam’s Creek called
for meetings and attention. These meetings, if in session before 1836 were held
in houses and barns. In 1836~1837 a log house was built for school and preaching
services. A "Friendship" school was started in great opposition to the elders,
who agreed it was too worldly.

“For 25 years the membership grew steadily and at a council meeting, held
at Pipe Creek on July 2nd, 1885, it was decided to form three congregations -
Sam's Creek and Meadow Branch were added to Pipe Creek and Main Street in New
Windsor was made the dividing line between Pipe Creek and Sam's Creek".

--from the Westminster Advocate "Church of the Brethren in
Carroll County" -~Feb 26, 1937
Sam's Creek organization-1885

In 1891 a church was build in New Windsor, but tended to be too far from
the main body of homes in and around Sam's Creek. It was too far removed from
Sam's Creek and Pipe Creek to keep it ¢n its feet. Not until Blue Ridge College
moved from Union Bridge to New Windsor did the intown congregation flourish,

A new chapel was built on the College Campt.s and the old brick worship house was
sold.

Finally, 1n 1907, a new brick church was built and dedicated at Sam’s
Creek. That same building is discuseed here and covered with asbestos shingle,
Nevertheless it stands as a direct descendant of Pipe Creek as well as being
important to the education of the Brethren in Maryland,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
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