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Uniontown Academy

While Uniontown was setlled bv a mixture of German and English settlers. the Germans
were the predominant group during the early years. By 1810, the Uniontown Academy was
established to provide an English-speaking school in the communitv. A brick schoolhouse was
built on land donated to school trustees by Dr. Charles Hubbs under a deed of trust that
stipulates the English-speaking requirement. Hubb's name appears as the Reverend Dr.
Charles Hubbs in marriage notices printed in The Engine of Liberty.

The school was incorporated as the Uniontown Academv under an act of the Maryland
Legislature in 1839. In 1851. the present brick siruclure was constructed. The one-story brick
building has a relativelv simple design with its emphasis on the false-front stepped gable. This
gable is accentuated by a tripartite stepped window in the gable above the door. The nine-
over-six pane windows are quite tall in order to allow more light into the building. The win-
dow and door lintels have corner blocks that are shaped to form a point in the center. Also of
considerable interest is the restored hitching rail in front of the building.

The schooi building has served various eommunity functions throughout its history. During
the late 1860s. it was the meeting hall of the Clayv Lvceum. a local literary and debating socie-
ty. A minute book of the Clav Lvceum is preserved in the Historical Society of Carroll County
and shows that the Clay Lvceum debited such questions as 'Is the mind of the female natural-
ly inferior to that of the male?” The November 9. 1868 meeting minutes record that this ques-
tion"'was ably discussed by Dr. Shaw and Jushua Cain in the affirmative and by ]. H. Christ
and E. Appler in the negative. after which the President decided in favor of the negative.”

In 1865, the county public school svstem took over the Academy building and operated a
school there until 1880. when they construeted a new school. In that vear, the county sold the
building to Emanuel Formwalt, who used it for storage. During the iast decade of the nine-
teenth century, it was rented to C. Sittig who operated s wheelwright shop in the structure.
The property remained in the Formwalt and Haines families until 1971, when Mrs. Maud
Stremmel Haines donated the propertv to Historic Uniontown. Inc.. which maintains the pro-
perty as a museum and community center.
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7. DESCRIPTION .
(Check One)
] Excellent & Goed {"} Foir ] Deteriorated 7] Ruins {T] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
[} Altered R Unoltered 7] Moved [X Originol Site
CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Uniontown Academy is a one-story building of brick with a
stone foundation constructed in 1851 and is said to be a rep-
lica of the earlier, 1810 structure. There are three bays
across the front and three bays in length, with an A frame roof.
The side bays are delineated by brick pilasters. The front of
the building has a center door set in a simple wood door frame
with a transom window. There is a window on each side of the
front door rather large in scale, having 9/6 panes set in dou-
ble-hung sashes with thin muntin. The window sills are unusu-
ally low to the ground. The windows in the side bays match
those of the front. Set in the gable over the door is a tri-
partite stepped window, the center sash having four panes and
each side light having only one panhe. The white wood lintels
over all windows and the front door are distinctive features in
the red-brick building and are in the modified Greek revival
style with rosette medallions at either end of the lintel. The
most distinctive feature of the structure is the "false" front
effect of the front gable end with its corbeled or stepped set-
backs derived from a traditional Dutch style often seen in the
false store fronts of western towns. This stepped gable is
further delineated by segments of white painted wood mouldings
along the top edges of the steps, capped with tin. There is a
hitching rail of considerable antiquity remaining across the
front yard of the school, effectively separating the shaded
school yard from the village street

The interior is finished with plaster with horsehair filling,
and has old, white pine flooring.
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. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
) Pre-Columbian} ] 16th Century (] 18th Century [} 20th Century

N ] 15th Century ) 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (I! Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
. {_} Urban Planning

Abor iginal . [X Education [] Paeliticel
) Prehistoric 7] Engineering 7] Religian/Phi- (] Other (Spectfy)
) Histaric 1 !ndustry lasaphy

1 Agricuiture [1 Inventian {] Science

Architecture {1 Landscape [T} Sculpture

O Art Architecture [7) Sacial/Human-

] Commerce (7] Literature itarian

{1 Cammunications ] Military [T} Theater

{1 Canservation [} Music [} Transpartatian

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Known records indicate that in 1810 a brick school house was
built on a quarter of an acre of land at The Forks, the orig-
inal name of Uniontown. The site was owned by Charles Hubbs
and the school paid for by private subscription. A year later
Hubbs conveyed the property by Deed of Trust to five of the
contributors among whom were such familiar local names as
Daniel Zollikoffer, Daniel Cover and David Stem. The Deed em-
powered the contributors to meet annually to elect from the
citizens who regularly supported the school, five trustees who
were to manage the school for a year. It required that the
school be an English school to meet the demands of the English-
speaking citizens who previously had had to attend neighboring
schools of German origin.

We know the names of several of the early school masters, B. F.
Hubbard from Philadelphia taught Latin, advanced mathematics
and branches of higher English as early as 1826 and attracted
young men from different parts of the county to board in Union-
town during the winter in order to attend his classes. The
school continued to prosper under Hubbard's successor, Mayor
Sl Alexander McIllhenny, and attained a high reputation and wide
o spread influence under Samuel A. Lauver between 1836 and 1850
when men who later held prominent positions throughout Mary-
land were among its students.

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

e An act of the Maryland Legislature' in 1839 incorporated the

R ) school under the name of the "Uniontown Academy". The original
" school house was torn down in 1851 to be replaced by the pre-

;- sent red brick building of Dutch design. Private subscriptions
e continued to support the Academy until 1865 when the public

v school system was established and the county took possession of
its building. In 1880 the county sold the building to Emanuel
Formwalt. It was bequeathed to his son, Mr. Edward Formwalt,
who in turn willeditto Mr. Frank H. Haines and from him it came
to Mrs. Maud S. Haines, Uniontown's present benefactor.

In the late 1860's the Academy served as the meeting place of a
debating and literary society called the Clay Lyceum which met
every Monday evening from October until June and contributed

f& ' v (See _continuation sheet)
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much pleasure to the village thus foreshadowing the aclivitics i
which the Academy building will again make possible in the tinion-
town community.
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