CHAS-345 circa 1900
WALKER HOUSE

La Plata

Private

A large, rambling, two-story, late Victorian-style building,
the Walker House is one of the most architecturally distinctive
and best preserved of the few early private homes remaining from
the time the county seat was formally established at La Plata
in 1896. Among its many interesting features is an attractively

designed two-part porch across the west front that has block and

turned posts, a full balustrade with turned newels, and elaborately

scrolled brackets. The whole of the exterior remains much the
same as when built, and includes two-story projecting bays on the
ends and front of the main block, a large entrance door with over
and side lights, and wide cross gables on both sides of the roof

of the rear wing.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Walker House, an attractive example of Victorian architecture,
1s located on the east side of St. Mary's Avenue, approximately
one-tenth of a mile south of the Charles County Courthouse.

Basically cross-shaped in plan, the Walker House is of frame con-
struction and two-storys in height. The principal facade faces
onto St. Mary's Avenue and has a slightly off-centered "tower"
fronted by a three-sided, two-story bay. Extending across the
front of the house and tower is a two-part, one-story porch. At
the first floor level to the left of the bay are two windows and

a large entrance door with side and over lights. On the opposite
side is a smaller transomed door flanked by two windows, the upper
sash of the latter decorated with small multi-colored panes sur-
rounding a larger clear pane. On the second floor level there are
two windows to the left of the tower and one to the right. Above
the roof of the bay, in the gable of the tower, is a small half-
round window. The porch fronting this elevation has block and
turned posts with elaborate jig sawn brackets and a full balus-
trade. All first floor windows are of one-over-one sash while
those of the second floor are of two-over-two sash. All are fitte:
with louvered exterior blinds. Two interior chimneys with corbeled
caps are located on the back slope of the front roof.

The south side elevation is of visual interest due to its many
irregularities, though it is not as formally designed as the front.
The south end of the front section has a three sided two-story bay
with one-over-one sash windows at both floor levels, and has a
small half-round window in the gable above. The first floor level
of the rear section is six bays in length, with entrance doors
occupying the third and fifth bays from the east end. Two thirds
of this elevation is covered by a one-story porch, less sophisticated
but similar in design to that of the front. In later years a small
room was built out over the porch from the back wall of the front
section.

The Walker House appears to be in good repair despite the fact
that it has been unoccupied for several years. It is built on low
brick foundations, has German siding on the exterior walls and a
painted tin roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A large, rambling, two-story, late Victorian-style building, the
Walker House is one of the most architecturally distinctive and best
preserved of the few early private homes remaining from the time the
county seat was formally established at La Plata in 1896. Among its
many interesting features is an attractively designed two-part porch
across the west front that has block and turned posts, a full balus-
trade with turned newels, and elaborately scrolled brackets. The
whole of the exterior remains much the same as when built, and in-
cludes two-story projecting bays on the ends and front of the main
block, a large entrance door with over and side lights, and wide
cross gables on both sides of the roof of the rear wing.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name: Walker House
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Survey No.: CH-345 (PACS C115)

Property Address_106 St. Mary's Avenue, La Plata, Charles County
Owner Name/Address Ira and Katherine Newcomb, 118 St. Mary;s Ave., La Plata, MD 20646

Year Built circa 1900

Description:

The Walker House was previously surveyed by the Charles County Planning Department; the date of the survey is unknown.
Since the time of the previous survey, the property has been restored and converted to offices. There have been no other

changes to the property.

National Register Evaluation:

The Walker House, constructed circa 1900, was previously surveyed by the Charles County Planning Department. The
property is eligible for the National Register under Criterion C, as a representative example of a Folk Victorian house. The
house is one of the few houses remaining from the time La Plata was founded in 1896, and it has not been altered. The
structure retains integrity of form and materials, including the original windows, porch railings, and brackets. The setting of
the house has not been significantly affected by development. The property is not eligible under Criterion A, as research
conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the development of national, state or local
history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons who have made specific contributions
to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. Finally, the structure has no known potential to yield important
information, and therefore, is not eligible under Criterion D.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

The National Register boundaries of the Walker House follow the current property lines of 106 St. Mary’s Avenue (Charles
County Tax Map 113, Parcel 96). This 0.27 hectare (0.66 acre) parcel is bounded on the north and east by adjacent tax
parcels, on the west by St. Mary’s Avenue, and on the south by Queen Anne Street. The boundary encompasses the house
and a parking area. The parcel is the property historically associated with the house.

MHT CONCURRENCE:

Eligibilty X recommended not recommended

Criteria A BX C D Considerations A B Cc D E F G None
Comments:

Suzanne Pickens 07/21/1997 %K{M’{IL ta/— UiDy
{ {

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services  Date Reliewer, NR program

Preparer: N
P.A.C. Spero & Company ‘
September 1996
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— Property Address_106 St. Mary's Avenue, La Plata, Charles County

Owner Name/Address Ira and Katherine Newcomb, 118 St. Mary;s Ave., La Plata, MD 20646
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Year Built circa 1900
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CHAS-345
= WALKER HOUSE
View From SW JRRivoire, 1978
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CHAS-345

WALKER HOUSE
West Front J.R.Rivoire,l97§




