CHAS-340 Early nineteenth
HOLLY CUT century
Vicinity of Waldorf

Private

Holly Cut, despite its ruinous state, is deserving of
landmark status, being a particularly valuable building for
any study of the county's regional architectural heritage.
Buildings such as this are often of greater interest to archi-
tectural historians since they frequently provide more infor-
mation on early building methods, materials and decorative
treatments than do fully or partially restored structures. One
reason for this is that they usually have had fewer alterations
to adapt them to modern living and, due to their condition, are
generally more easily examined and documented.

A two part house, its oldest section is of one story with a
large end chimney and probably of late-eighteenth or early nine-
teenth century date. This wing has attractive interior woodwork,
including molded chairrails of unusual design, a high mantel with
reeded diamond shaped inset panels on the frieze, and molded win-
dow and door trim that is a variation of a traditional eighteenth
century profile. In about the first quarter of the nineteenth
century a two story section was added to the original house, its
exterior and floor plan a mirror image of the earlier house. This
part has sophisticated interior woodwork superior in design to the
woodwork of many above average Federal houses in the region. Par-
ticularly noteworthy is the fanciful and delicate decorations of
the stepends and facings of the landings of the staircase. An
especially significant feature of Holly Cut is the fact that des-
pite the refinement of the interior, both parts of the house are
sheathed with beaded riven clapboards. This form of exterior
sheathing was used throughout the colonial period and into the
early nineteenth century; however, after about the middle of the
eighteenth century its use was generally limited to that of small
houses, sheds and barns. Its use on a early nineteenth century
house as refined on the interior as Holly Cut is without known
or at least existing precedent, therefore giving Holly Cut a
special degree of importance.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Holly Cut is an abandoned and ruinous two-part house of which the
oldest and smallest section was built in the late-eighteenth or
early-nineteenth century.

The front elevation faces east onto an early roadbed and what were
once open fields. The main portion of the house is at the south

end and is of basic Federal styling. Three bays wide on the front
side, its transomed entrance door occupies the third bay from the
south end. All of the windows and door are framed by narrow beaded
surrounds. The windows, of which there are two on the first floor
and three on the second of both side elevations, formerly framed

sash of six-over—-six panes and had louvered shutters, although only
fragments of these now remain. The same fenestration and door place-
ment is repeated on both sides of the house. At the south end stands
a brick exterior chimney with stepped shoulders and free-standing
stack. Two small gable windows flanking the chimney stack constitute
the only openings in this elevation. The main block stands on brick
foundation walls. It is probable that one or both sides had one
story porches or, at the very least, stoops fronting the doors, but
no evidence of such remains. All of the exterior is sheathed wit
beaded riven clapboards except the first floor area of the front watl
which is covered with German (novelty) siding.

Extending out from the north end of the main block is a one story
plus attic frame section three bays in width on both sides and of

the same depth as the main block. This part of the house has a
centered transomed door on the east side. On the west side the door,
also transomed, occupies the third bay from the north end. Each of
the two windows on the east and west sides had louvered shutters and
six~-over-six sash. On both sides of the high, tin covered gable roof
are two pedimented dormers. At the north end stands a single exterior
chimney with stepped shoulders and free-standing stack. Flanking the
chimney stack are two small gable windows. To the right of the
chimney is a first floor door with late nineteenth century trim. All
three exterior walls are sheathed with beaded riven clapboards. Like
those of the main block, the clapboards are secured to the wall
framing with cut nails; there is no evidence on either section of an
earlier sheathing. As the door sills of the north section are at
least 30 inches off the ground it is likely that both side doors were
once fronted by stoops or porches. The north end chimney retains
evidence of a one story wing that formerly stood here. Positioned
off-center of the existing house, it is said by members of the family
that formerly owned the property to have been the oldest part, but

it is more likely that it was the old kitchen. It apparently once
stood independent of the rest of the house and then was later joir

to it by a small hyphen, and had a large chimney at its north end.

(continued on the attached sheet)
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" STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Holly Cut, despite its ruinous state, is deserving of landmark status,
being a particularly valuable building for any study of the county's
regional architectural heritage. Buildings such as this are often of
greater interest to architectural historians since they frequently provide
more information on early building methods, materials and decorative
treatments than do fully or partially restored structures. One reason for
this is that they usually have had fewer alterations to adapt them to
modern living and, due to their condition, are generally more easily
examined and documented.
_ end

Y two part house, its oldest section is of one story with a large/chimney
and probably of late-eighteenth or early-nineteenth century date. This
wing has attractive interior woodwork, including molded chairrails of
unusual design, a high mantel with reeded diamond shaped inset panels on
the frieze, and molded window and door trim that is a variation of a
traditional eighteenth century profile. In about the first quarter of

the nineteenth century a two story section was added to the original house,
its exterior and floor plan a mirror image of the earlier house. This
part has sophisticated interior woodwork superior in design to the wood-
work of many above average Federal houses in the region. Particularly
noteworthy is the fanciful and delicate decorations of the stepends and
facings of the landings of the staircase. An especially significant
feature of Holly Cut is the fact that despite the refinement of the
interior, both parts of the house are sheathed with beaded riven clapboards.
This form of exterior sheathing was used throughout the colonial period
and into the early nineteenth century; however, after about the middle of
the eighteenth century its use was generally limited to that of small
houses, sheds and barns. Its use on a early nineteenth century house as
refined on the interior as Holly Cut is without known or at least existing
precedent, therefore giving Holly Cut a special degree of importance.
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Holly Cut is located on a 160.23 acre tract of land identified

as Parcel 15, Map 16 of the Charles County Tax Maps (revised
January 1976).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
J. Richard Rivoire
ORGANIZATION DATE
Charles County Planning Department
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Charles County Courthouse 645-6537
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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The interior of Holly Cut was initially simply but handsomely
finished. Unfortunately, vandalism and deterioration from neglect
has taken its toll. The main block contains a single room at the
south end of both floor levels and an adjacent through passage
containing the stair. The stair, with a paneled first floor closet,
rises in four flights to the attic and had turned mahogany newel
posts. The balustrade had a mahogany rail, rounded on the top, and
square balusters. The stepends were embellished with fancifully cut,
tracery-like applied trim that in terms of design were truly remark-
able. The step ends on all four flights, as well as the face boards
of the three landings, were all similarly treated, although those of
the landings were somewhat more elaborate. The windows and doors of
the first floor retain their molded, Federal-style surrounds with
turned "bulls eyes" decorating the corner blocks. The mantel in the
south room is large and has turned columns, a molded frieze with
Empire-style, ogee-shaped console brackets at the ends, and a diamond
shaped raised panel in the middle. The mantel shelf is decorated by
graduated bedmoldings. The two interior doors (one opening from the
hall into the south room and the other from the hall into the north
wing) and two outside doors, were of a six panel design. Basically,
the trim of the second floor is a simplified version of that of the
first, but is equal in design sophistication to that found in the
main rooms of many above average examples of Federal architecture
throughout the county. The room arrangement of the attic is the same
as the lower floors, but it has very simple woodwork.

The room configuration of the north wing is a mirror image of the
main block with the stair hall paralleling that of the latter; how-
ever, in the mid-nineteenth century (but probably before the existing
main block was built) a partition was installed at the east end of
the first floor hall to create a small storage room. A winding stair
rises to the attic level in the southwest corner of the hall and has
and has a paneled stair closet. The stair balustrade consisted of
square mahogany posts, rounded mahogany rail and square balusters.
The stepends were unornamented. The hall and adjacent north room re-
tains very attractive three-piece chairrails that appears to be a
completely original design not seen elsewhere in the county. The
faceboards of the door and window surrounds is of a basic eighteenth
century profile but with a standard early Federal-style outer molding.
The mantel in the north room has a high shelf over a deep frieze, the
latter decorated by diamond shaped panels at the ends with inset
reeding, and reeded molded pilasters. The attic plan repeats that

of the first floor and has simple two-piece trim facing the door and
windows. Small paneled doors in the knee walls provide access to the
eaves.
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