Ch- =8 33/ 1890's
The William Ross House

Grayton ‘icinity

Private

This abandonned two story frame house was once the
attractive residence of a family of black landowners,
William Ross, the owner, was born and raised in the
small, log house (recorded as the Ross-Hancock House,
€h-310), and this house that he built reflects the
change in living conditons as black families left
tenancy and became landowners,
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HISTORIC The wWilliam Ross House
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP : STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING({S) _FPRIVATE X UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
X _STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __INPROCESS 1‘¢ES RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO —MIUTARY XOTHhandonned
EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY
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COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 316
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC harles County Courthouse
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e Tomn La Plata *Ja.
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TITLE None
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED AUNALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D —_RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
XFAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This two story frame house stands at the end of a long
dirt drive that winds through cultivated fields. The
house is now abandonned, but it can still be seen that
this house was once attractive, and that its owners had
given it considerable attention.
The house consists of a principal block of two stories,

It is one bay

with two bays across the facade, in depth. Attached
to the western gable is a smaller, one and a half story
frame block, the downstairs of which probably served as
kitchen., Across the facade of the main block extends a
shed porch supported by turned posts.
The house is sheathed with weatherboards #&hat were painted
white, and that in contrast to the tin roof with "shingle”
paté&erns wouléxggben the house a pleasant appearance. The
frame itself is rather interestiﬁgz hewn posts and studs,
which indicate a continuation of earlier buidding traditions,
and which were probably taken from the forest on the property. -
Since the _ house was locked, no investigation of the
interior was possible, but apparently the downstairs of
the main block consisted of one room with two upstairs.,

Decorative features would probably have been plain,in keeping

with the exterior.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJ SIGNIFICANCE
'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING ——LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
--1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW _SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —-ECONOMICS _—UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
—__1600-1699 &ARCHITECTURE _—EDUCATION —MIULITARY _—SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER
x_1800~1899 _COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —-INDUSTRY _—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER {SPECIFY)}
__INVENTION
Black History
SPECIFIC DATES c. 1890's BUILDER/ARCHITECT william Ross

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
According to local oral informant, Benjamin Ross, this hous
was built by his brother, william}on tha land that he had
purchased., Benjamin and his brother william had been raised
in the "Ross-Hancock House" (Ch=-310), which was recorded as
part of this survey. This house of william Ross should be
seen in comparison with the earlier log house, for the two
reflect the changes in living conditions as black families
moved up from tenancy and became landowners, According to

Benjamin Ross, h&s brother built this house in .the late

1890's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY T
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

George W. McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor:

ORGANIZATION . . . R DATE
Md, Commission on Afro-American History and Culture

STREET&NUMB?O Dean S_t TELEPHONE
: .

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Annapolis Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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