CHAS-305

MCDANIEL HOUSE AND CEMETERY early 19th century

Private

A modest building, the McDaniel House is of interest for its
compact plan. Its north end chimney is particularly note-
worthy, being of an attractive design and displaying better
than average brickwork.

Despite an unsympathetic renovation in recent years, the house
still retains most of its original Federal-style woodwork,
including two-piece chairrails and window and door trim. Its
original room configuration, consisting of a stair hall and
parlor on the first floor, two rooms and hall on the second,
two finished attic rooms and a basement kitchen, has also been
preserved.

The response of the house to basic living needs, vestiges of
its once surrounding farm lands and the small adjacent family
cemetery illustrates the self-sufficient lifestyle maintained
by the average rural family of Southern Maryland for over three
centuries.
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Built in the early nineteenth century on the crest of a hill,
the McDaniel House is of simple, Federal-style architecture,
two stories beneath a gable roof, and three bays wide on
both side elevations. Front and rear entrance doors occupy
the first bays in from the south end.

Of frame construction over a full, brick walled basement,
the principal exterior feature is a large brick chimney that
has shallow tiled weatherings beneath a wide free-standing
stack. Almost no original features remain on the exterior
except the first floor window and door trim and some window
sash. All of the exterior is sheathed with German siding
and the formerly wood shingled roof with tin.

In a recent renovation of the house the two second floor
windows closest to the north end of the east front were
removed and a glass, two-panel sliding door installed in their
place. This extended the full length of this elevation.

On the west, rear elevation a similar two-panel glass door
was installed in the area of the former entrance door.

The first floor room configuration consists of a hall at
the south end and a single north room. On the second floor
there is a small stair hall, a room at the head of the hall
and a large north room. The attic houses two small bed-
chambers. On the first and second floors the walls are
plastered and have beaded baseboards and three-piece chair-
rails. Original window and door trim consists of a beaded
face board with an applied outer molding. All of the trim
is of an early nineteenth century profile. The mantel of
the main first floor fireplace, removed and now stored in a
nearby barn, is of an attractive well-executed design,
having reeded pilasteres below a blocked frieze and shaped
cornice shelf. The stair is located on the south wall of
the hall and rises in two flights to the second floor. It
has a finely turned newel, molded rails and square balusters.
At the second floor is a steeply winding and partially
enclosed stair leading to the attic.

The basement contains two rooms separated by a brick par-

tition-bearing wall. The north room originally housed the

kitchen and has a large, arched fireplace. The north base-

ment wall is almost fully exposed on the exterior and was

once covered by a now ruinous, shed-roofed, one-room addition
(continued on attached sheet)
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A modest building,

plan.

the McDaniel House is of interest for its compact
Its north end chimney is particularly noteworthy, being of an

attractive design and displaying better than average brickwork.

Despite an unsympathetic renovation in recent years, the house still
retains most of its original Federal-style woodwork, including two-

piece chairrails and window and door trim.

Its original room con-

figuration, consisting of a stair hall and parlor on the first floor,

two rooms and hall on the second,

basement kitchen, has also been preserved.

two finished attic rooms and a

The response of the house to basic living needs, vestiges of its once
surrounding farm lands and the small adjacent family cemetery illus-
trates the self-suggicient lifestyle maintained by the avergge rural

family of Southern Maryland for over three centuries.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The McDaniel House and Cemetery is located on a 39.24
acre tract of land indentified as parcel 21, Map 22 of
the Charles County Tax Map (revised Jan. 1976).
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J. Richard Rivoire, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Charles County Planning Department January 1, 1978
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Charles Street (P.O. Box B) 645-6537
CITY OR TOWN STATE

La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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ADDENDUM

McDaniel House & Cemetery
CH-305

Charles County, MD

Pomfret vic.

K.G. Smith, October 1998

The early 19th century dwelling known as the McDaniel House has been demolished since its
original documentation in 1978. A frame dwelling erected in 1992 now occupies the
approximate location of the original historic house. The family cemetery mentioned in the 1978
inventory was not located at the time of this survey, but is presumed to be extant on the southeast
side of the present Brierwood Road in a wooded area.

Acreage of Property _3.435 acres

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the
property.)

The property at 4605 Brierwood Road is designated as Parcel 21,
Lot 1, on Map 22 on the Charles County Property Map.

name_Dennison Magonry Corporation
street & number 12715 Hunters Ridge Dr. telephone
city or town _Bonita Springs state _FL zip code 33923
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of mid or late nineteenth century date. Some of the original
beaded exterior siding of the house, later covered by this
addition, can be seen to the left of the chimney, just above
the cellar entrance.

About 150 yards southeast of the house is a small private
cemetery containing four tombstones marking the graves of

J. T. Perry, 1857-1865; D. Richard McDaniel, 1829-1876;
Martha E. McDaniel, 1833-1894; and M. Louise Penn, 1862-1890.



McDaniel House & Cemetery CH-305
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