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CHAS-36 early 19th century
CRAIN'S LOT

Mt. Victoria

Private

A two-story, five bay frame house with end chimneys and a
kitchen-curtain wing, Crain's Lot is one of the most interesting
examples of Federal architecture in Charles County. Although,
possessing interior woodwork of average quality, the exterior
is enhanced by a Doric-style portico and elaborately patterned
leaded glass windows framing the entrance door. The portico,
with two groupings of tapered columns supporting its pedimented
roof, is embellished with dentils on the frieze and pediment
and a Adam-style garland on the tympanum of the pediment. The
over and sidelights of the door are beautifully executed in a
design that includes an oval sunburst and interlocking stylized
circles, squares and diamonds.

Crain's Lot was built in two stages, the oldest part being
the present center hall and the rooms to its left. It is be-
lieved that this part of the house was built circa 1820, and
that it was extended at the west end in about 1840. The former-
ly detached or semi-detached kitchen is believed to be contemp-
orary with the oldest part of the house. The present hyphen
was built circa 1900.

Among the many interesting features of Crain's Lot are three
pyramid roofed dependencies arranged in a line at a right angle
to the house off the east end of the kitchen. Two of these, a
dairy and a smokehouse, are of an early 19th century date. The
third, a well house, is somewhat later and may date circa 1900.
The spacious grounds, with large shade trees and remnants of
early plantings, is enclosed by a Victorian-style picket fence
that may date as early as the mid-19th century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Crain's Lot, one of Charles County's more interesting examples

of Federal architecture, is located on the south side of Mill Run
Road, approximately two tenths of a mile west of the junction of

Mill Run Road and Mt. Victoria Road. Now occupied by tenants and
in deteriorating condition, Crain's Lot is an early Crain family

property and is part of their 1,200 acre Mt. Victoria estate.

The house consists of a two-story, five bay, one room deep main

block with a hyphened kitchen wing at the east end. The main

block displays a handsome facade featuring a centered pedimented
portico of Doric styling. Its roof, supported by a grouping of

three tapered columns at both outside corners, has a dentiled

and banded frieze. Small closely spaced dentil blocks also decorate
the inside of the molded pediment. The tympanum was once embellished
by an applied Adamesque garland, but only its outline and fragments
remain. The entrance door sheltered by the portico is no less
sophisticated, consisting of a single leaf door of five horizontal
panels framed by a large transome and smaller flanking sidelights.
These windows are one of the most outstanding features of the house,
framing leaded casements of an elaborately executed design employi

an oval sunburst and stylized diamonds in the transome and, in the
sidelights, interlocking circles and diamonds. This elevation of

the house has two 9-over-6 pane windows to the left of the door

and two 6-over-6 windows to the right. Across the second floor level
are five windows aligned with the openings below and all framing sash
of 6-over-6 panes. All of the windows have louvered exterior shutters.
The fenestration and door location of the front is repeated on the
rear elevation. The door, however, has only a transome and this has
been broken out and the opening boarded over. Sheltering the door

is a pedimented portico of the same basic design and proportions as
that of the front but lacking the details that decorate the latter.
At each end of the main block stands a single exterior chimney with
stepped weatherings. Only the east end chimney stack is original

and stands free of the gable wall. The west chimney was of the same
design but the stack was rebuilt flush to the house. To the left

of the east chimney is a one-story frame pent with a small window in
its east wall. The house is sheathed with lapped boards that do not
appear to be original, and the roof of the house and porches are
covered with tin. The low foundation walls are of brick, patched

in areas with cement and concrete.

Extending out from the east end of the house is a one-story, frame,
kitchen-curtain wing. The connecting section, built with its north -
wall flush with that of the main block, is a circa 1900 addition or
replacement of an earlier hyphen. It has a centered door and one
window on the south side and four windows on the north side. The
roof has overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends. The kitchen,
(Continued on attached sheet)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A two-story, five bay frame house with end chimneys and a kitchen-
curtain wing, Crain's Lot is one of the most interesting examples

of Federal architecture in Charles County. Although, possessing
interior woodwork of average quality, the exterior is enhanced by a
Doric-style portico and elaborately patterned leaded glass windows
framing the entrance door. The portico, with two groupings of tapered
columns supporting its pedimented roof, is embellished with dentils
on the frieze and pediment and a Adam-style garland on the tympanum
of the pediment. The over and sidelights of the door are beautifully
executed in a design that includes an oval sunburst and interlocking
stylized circles, squares and diamonds.

Crain's Lot was built in two stages, the oldest part being the present
center hall and the rooms to its left. It is believed that this part
of the house was built circa 1820, and that it was extended at the
west end in about 1840. The formerly detached or semi-detached kit-
chen is believed to be contemporary with the oldest part of the house.
The present hyphen was built circa 1900.

Among the many interesting features of Crain's Lot are three pyramid
roofed dependencies arranged in a line at a right angle to the house
off the east end of the kitchen. Two of these, a dairy and a smoke-
house, are of an early 19th century date. The third, a well house,

is somewhat later and may date circa 1900. The spacious grounds, with
large shade trees and remnants of early plantings, is enclosed by a
Victorian-style picket fence that may date as early as the mid-19th
century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Crain's Lot is located on a 1,247.5 acre tract of land
identified as Mt. Victoria, parcel 38, Tax Map 83 of the
Charles County Tax Maps (revised January, 1976).

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

J. Richard Rivyoire, Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Charles County Planning Department June, 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Charles County Courthouse 645-6537
CITY OR TOWN STATE

La Plata Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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Continuation of #7 (Description)--CRAIN'S LOT
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of one and one-half story height, is original to the main house.

It is one bay wide on both side elevations and has a large exterior
chimney at its east end. To the left of the chimney base is a nar-
row door and, in the gable, a small casement window to the right of
the chimney stack. The exterior walls of both parts of the wing
are sheathed with German (novelty) siding.

The first floor room configuration of the main block consists of a
Centered stair hall with one room to each side. The same configura-
tion is repeated on the second floor with an additional small room
at the front of the hall. There are two small bedrooms in the attic.
The woodwork throughout the house, while not unattractive, is not
nearly as "sophisticated" as the detailing of the entrance door and
north portico would seem to suggest. The stair, which rises in four
flights to the attic, is its most attractive feature. The hall and
the rooms to its left all have woodwork of a fairly standard Federal
design, with one-piece molded trim and "bulls eyes" decorating the
windows and doors. The rooms to the right of the hall all have
detailing of a later type, being of a more Empire-Victorian design.
This would tend to support other evidence that the house was built
in two stages, the hall and the left rooms being the oldest part.
The existing hyphen contains a single room, as does the kitchen, the
latter featuring a large cooking fireplace.

Standing a short distance from the east end of the house are three
dependencies: a well house, a dairy and a smokehouse. All three
have pyramid roofs. While the dairy and smokehouse are evidently
contemporary with the oldest part of the main house, the well house
is of early 20th century date. The grounds surrounding the house,
which includes large shade trees and other plantings, is enclosed
by a Victorian-style picket fence.
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