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The James M. Evans house c, 1850 is a two story three bay by
three bay rectangular weatherboard frame house on Spring Hill Road.
a mile south of Ridge Road. The house stands on a hill that
overlooks the adjacent River Valley. The house faces east with the
main gable running east/west since the gable end serves as the
main facade.

The house is supported by a raised granite and fieldstone
foundation since the site slopes eastward. The medium sloped
slate roof has a bracketed eave on the main elevation. The

.~ sides of the house have a boxed cornice.

The three bay front elevation is symmetrically arranged with a
central arched door and flanking 6/6 sash windows with plain
surrounds. The transom is arched. The second floor is lighted
by three identical sash., Pintels do remain on each window opening.
The attic space is illuminated by a four pane round window. A shed
roof porch does cover the first floor and square posts with serolled
brackets support the porch roof.

The north and south sides of the main block are basically the
same with three 6/6 sash on each floor. A centrally located
stuccoed brick stove stack rises out of the house.

The west (baeck) elevation of the main house is primarily
covered with a shorter two story two bay by one room frame
kitchen addition. An interior brick stack rises out of the gable
end with an exposed first floor fire wall. The north and
south sides have an identical placement of doors and windows. A
single door and window occupy the first floor openings and two 6/6 aa
sash light the second floor, A shed roof porch covers the first
floor of the north side. A four pane attic light does pierce the
west wall of the main block above the kitchen addition.

The interior of the main house consists of a central hall with
large room on either side. Mid to late 19th Century woodwork is
found throughout. The south parlor mantel has simple pilasters
which support a plain frieze and thick shelf with bed molding. The
door and window surrounds have a mid 19th Century molding profile.
The ceilings reach approximately eight to ten feet. The rest of
the house was not surveyed.
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Neo-classical architecture and its influence even found its
way to the relatively isolated northern hills of Cecil County.
James M, Evans is credited with building this bracketed
"Temple oriented" residence on a hill overlooking a branch of the
Octorara Creek. The area as a whole is conservative architectursally
and this house provides a contrast to the more traditional stone
and log buildings found.nearby. The use of the exposed fire
wall of the kitchen stack is also an interesting element of this house.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement. :

- The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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