Thompson-Parkinson House C. 1860
CE-0&D ‘
Bethel
Private

The;wiﬂening of the C & D Canal and the subsequent removal
of the Pivot Bridge have reduced the canal crossing community
of Bethel (also known as Pivot Bridge) to the Methodist Church
Cemetery and the Thompson-Parkinson House., The cemetery
retains its intricate cast iron entrance gate, The Thompson-

Parkinson houses is a traditional three story three bay by one

room center hall frame house with ell kitchen wing.,
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A, Bethel Cemetery
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The road from Back Creek to Elkton along the Maryland -
Delaware used to cross the Chesapeake anéd Delaware Canal
at a small community called Pivot Bridge. (Lake, Griffing
and Stevenson). The bridge undoubtedly rotated on a
central support when ships passed by. In 1877 the atlas
recorded a number of structures on both sides of the canal,
Bethel Methodist Church was on the south side and contributed
to the small grouping of residences. When the canal was
widened most of the building were removed including
Bethel Church and the Parsonage.

The only evidence of this community's existence is
the church cemetary and the Parkinson-Thompson House cC. 1860.
The frame house has been extremely altered on the east
(main) elevation with the addition of four picture windows
in the four front rooms on the two floors. This was
undoubtedly done to take advantage of the canal view.
The three story three bay by one room frame rests on a
full fieldstone foundation and is sheathed with aluminum
siding. A tin hip roof covers the structure.

A central entrance opens into a central hall. The
four panel door is flanked by three light sidelights with
a molded panel below. A seven light transom is found
overhead. One 6/6 sash remains on the first floor and three
3/3 sash lights illuminate the third floor. Each surround
has a simple bead with shutter pintles., The shutters are
gone.

The south end has two 6/6 sash on each floor and two
3/3 sash windows that flank the exterior end chimney
stacke.

The west end is partially covered by a two story
two bay by one room flounder (half gable) which serves
as a kitchen,

The interior has been partially remodeled., The hall
entrances into the parlors were widened and multi-pane glass
doors added. The mid 19th century mantels the socuth room
mantel is marble with beveled pilasters that support a plain
frisze and thick shelf,
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What remains at this once active crossing of the
C & D Canal is the bare bones of a small church community,
The cemetgry with its numerous tombstones and the Thompson-
Parkinson House which has seen disfiguring renovations

are all that remain.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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