Reuben Lake House C. 1810
CE- 1044

Near Chesapeake City
Private

Reuben Lake owned this property for a ma jority of the
19th century and it has remained in the TLake family to this

daye. 014 family photographs document little change to this
2% story 3 bay by 1 room hall/parlor frame house, The

{}{ g #ello
structure is built into a south slopef!so the basement is

exposed on the rear elevation whichkhas a two sbtory porch.
Unlike the house the nearby mill community of Back Creek

has just about disappeared aside from the #ill fond and
remnants of the race, A two and a half story frame grist
mill and a half dozen dwellings tHilvg appear in old pho tographs

and,
and on maps help to reconstruct the Back Creek Community.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Reuben Lake House c, 18lL0 is a 2% story three
bay by one room hall/parlor frame house on 01d Telegraph
Road southeast of Chesapeake City, Md. The house faces
north with an east/west gable axis.

The house is bullt into a south slope so a full three
stories is exposed on the south side for access into the
first floor kitchen. The fieldstone foundation is only
partially excavated., The entire house is covered with
asbestos shingle and the steep roof has a composition
tile sheathing.

The main elevation has a central entrance and a 6/6
sagh on each side. The surrounds have an ovolo molded
backband and beaded corner. The central door is a replace-
ment. Three 6/6 sash light the second floor and a gimple
boxed cornice stretches above, Two 6/6 sash gabled dormers
pierce the north slope of the roof. A molded pediment is
supported by a fluted-surround with a tri-folk cut out
in the corner block, A hipped roof rch covers the entire
first floor and is Hupported by chamghered posts with
simple capitals.

The east end once had an interior stove stackp%hat has
been removed, There is a 2/2 sash window on each floor
and a two pane attic light along with a six pane basement
light, The bargebosrd is beaded.

The west end is basically similar with the exception
of a much larger brick chimney and a southern placement
of the first and second floor sash. The bargeboard is
again beaded. A small six pane light illuminates the
stair well in the northwestern corner,

The soubhern side 1is totally covered by a two story
shed roof porch that at least dates to the late 19th century
(01d photo). The second floor porch was later closed in.
There is a central door on each floor with adjacent modified
or 6/6 sash windows. The third floor of the porch was
closed-in during the 1920's. Two gabled dormers that are
identical to the front ones pierce the south slope of the
roof .

The basement was the only interior room fully seen,
A large cooking fireplace is on the west wall with a simple
mantel shelf. Bullt-in cupboards are found in the southern
niche and a winder stailr in the northern corner.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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“‘Peuben Lake Hou
Page Two

\ The 1nterzors of the first and second floors were not
fully seen but mid 19th century woodwork was evident,

:f‘ -+ The farm property is camplete ‘with two medium sized
- frame barns, a chicken house, wagon sheds; all with field-
"stone foundatlons and board and ba*ten 51d1n0.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Reuben Lake appears to have owned this property for
a good portion of the 19th century and it has remained
in the Lake fgmily sincees 01d photos document 1little change
to tﬁ%s common Hduse type with Pedsral exterior leanings,

Lake #amily history in Cecil County dates back to 1801
according to Lake, Griffing, and Steve son, (1877). ZEs
7 W81 oy A5 3 2 3 : SEEE e e A

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE cou NTY
STATE ) COUNTY -
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Paul B. Touart Historic Sites Burveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Cecil County Committee 5/20/80
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Cecil County Coiurthouse 398-0200 ext. 150
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Elkton ‘ Marviand

The Maryland Historic gites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement. S

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and - record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
.The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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