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The mid 19th century frame house is located on Kilby Corner Rd,
just north of the iron bridge at Rowlandsville, Md. This

house is one of a dozen that used to be located on the west

bank of the Octorara Creek, and made up the town of Rowlandsville.
The structure is located on a steep slope about 50 feet above

the main road. The house faces east with the main gable

running north/south.

The ﬁk story frame house is 3 bays across by 1 room deep,
and rests on an exposed uncoursed fieldstone basement. A
double story shed roof porch is found across the east (main)
facade,

The entire house is sheathed with asbestos siding. The
roof has a steep pitch and is covered with composition tile.
There are interior end stuccoed brick chimmeys.

The main entrance is located in the central bay and has
a 3 light transom, and li panel mid 19th century door. The window
sash are six over six with molded trim. There are louvered
shutters found on the first and second floor windows. The eaves
are extended with open soffits. The north and south gable ends
have similar detailing but only have two L pane windows to
illuminate the attic.

The interior is mid 19th century with a hall/parlor plan.
The south room has a Empire Mantel with plain pilasters which
support a plan frieze and heavy mantel shelf. A simple
molding is found under the shelf., The two rooms are separated
by a large opening with molded surrounds and plain corner
blocks. The north room has winder stairs that go to both the
second fleoor and the basement. A closed up stove hole is
located in the north well. The hardware was all mid 19th
century with porcelain knobs and interior locks.
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Rowlandngwned the house in 1877wl seems to have been a
prominent man in the area from the number of houses he owned.
Tt is a typical mid 19th century house with its interior
basically intact. It is one of just a few that remain from
the mid 19th century Rowlandsville. It is therefore an important
house to the 19th century community appearance.
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Rowlandsville ,
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cE-k2, e-789, cE-885, cr-883, cp-sel, CE-885, CE-886, Cz-887

'Rowlandsvillé derives its name from the Rowland family who have lived
along the banks of the Octoraro Creek since their first purchase of a tract
of land called "Glass House! in 17&9. 4 nmumber of factors have contribubed
to the economic:and community development of the town. Grist and saw mills
have operated on both the Octoraro Creek and its tributary Bason's Run
( Beeson's Run ) in the 18th Century along with the manufacture of iron in
the very late 18 Century and most of the 19 Century. Nineteenth Century
continuation of grain Processing remained under the name of Davis Christy
and Co. The McCullbugh Iron Company continued the mamifacture of iron in
mid centurj after-‘buying‘the propefty in 1859. Extensive remains of the
factory attest to the importance this iron mamafacturer played in boosting
Rowlandsville to more that a grist mill community, Iike many industrial
complexes, mill hot.:Lsing was:constructed to house company workers and their
families., Three sturdy granite and fieldstone structures (CE-886) ohce
housed iron company émplojees along the' east bank of the Octoraro Creek.

Residential and-commercéial structures wére builﬁ on both .sides of
the Octoraro Creek which are now comnected by a late 19th Century Pratt:
Through Truss Bridge. Steep hillsides.restricted“extensive town development
but did not contain construction to the relatively few flat plots of ground,
Frame structures with elevated and exposed basements compensated for the
drastic change in slope. (CE-882) Rowlendsville was alse blessed with the

‘pressence of a town railroad depot for the Phila. Balt. Central R.R. This




. |  ce92

asset éhdoubtediy'prcvided Rowlandsville the exposure it needed to remazin

vital through the 19th and eariy 20th Centuriés. Morocto Paper Co. boughf

the iron mill complex in 1892 and produed roofing naper into the early

20th Century, until the operat on burned and left the sumcturesiln ruin,

Trains no longer pass through Rowlandsville and like many of its kind, the

town is a quiet residential oommunity; Two elevated train bridges were

built south of Rowlandsville to Cross the Octoraro. The flrst one was bgllt

- by % #nd’P Roberts Company at Pencoyd Iron Works in 1901. (CE-881) It is a single

lane reinforced iron wall bridge with supporting granite piers that.runs: ‘through

the memmo th reinforced concrete arches of the higher two lane Penn Central

Bridge (CE-883). These two structures, although dramatlcally'placed do not

bring commerce to Rowlandsville only over it,
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