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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Brown House c. 1858-1877 is located on Bell Manor
Road Just north of the Pilot Town Crossroads. The house is the
second structure on the left. It has a north/south axis and
faces east,

The 2% story frame house is 2 bays across by 1 deep with
a 2 story rear addition that is oriented perpendicurlarly
to the main gable. The rear section is one bay across by one
deep. A single story shed roof extends off the south side
of the back section. A single story shed porch extends across
the mein facade.

This house rests on a pasrtial fieldstone basement. The
entire structure is covered with imitation brick composition
tile. The roof has a medium to low pitch and also cevered with
composition asphalt shingle.

The east facade is two bays across with the main entrance
in the northern opening. The window sash is 2/2 and the trim is
slightly beaded. The boxed cornice has a sloped soffit as
does the shed porch, which has been closed in during the 20th
century. The south facade of the front section has a projecting
2 story bay with square corners. There is a heavy extended
cornice. A two sided triangular extension is found on the first
floor opening. The window sash is again 2/2 with beaded trim.

A smell attic window is located in the peak of the gable end.
The eaves are extended along the main roof line. The south side
to the rear section has similar detailing and a shed roof
addition of probable 20th century date. : i

The north side of the main block hasn't any openings other
than a small } pane attic window. The rear addition has a 2/2
sash on each floor. A small stretcher bond brick stack is
located at the eastern end of the rear addition.

Although entrance was not allowed it may be assumed if

anything remains of the early interior, it would be very plain
and not tosunusual.
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The fact that the$ house stands with all the others in
Pilot Town gives it some; portance as a late 19th &entury house.
This is a repeated form WAMsI.ma A oS ~
and again serves to add to the tmm of P:Llot.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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Pilot Town

CE- 8L0, 82%{8&3, 8LL, 8.5 (log house), 8L6, 84T7(school no. 3), 848, 8L9(store),
850, 851, 852, 853(Johmson Victorian), 85L, 855, 856, 857, 858, 859, 860,
861, 862, 863.

Pilot Town owes its existence to two primary reasons. The first is the
19th Century mining activity in the area and the second is the shift of the
Susquehanna crossing from the Bald Friar ferry to the town of Conowingo. The
road from Pennsylvania to the Bald Friar ferry passed west of the present Pilot
Town crossroads. Tt is obvious that this route predated any other southerly
route in the vicinity especially since the earlier farms and houses are
oriented to it. St. Patrick®s Church, (CE~83L), Pembr@ke Farm (CE-836), Moore-
Love log house (CE-8L45), and the FultonsAlekander House(CE-841) all datée from
before the mid 19th Century and stand near or next to the earliér route. Due
to the treacherous decent to the ferry and easier access at Conowingo a covered
bridge was built across the Susquehanna at Conowingo, which eclipsed ativity at
Bald Friar., With the construction of a bridge at Conowingo a more direct
southerly route from Pennsylvania was needed, which necessitated an easterly
shift in travel. It amounted to a difference of a few hundred yards but was
enough to form an intersection with the east/west Mount Pleasant road. Continued
interest in the mining of feldspar, soapstone, and gravel in the mid 19th Century
brought more development and change. Pilot Town was a definite result of
these two factors and the mid to late 19th Century housing that exists today
is ample evidence for this occurrence. Pilot Town supported a local market
till the early 20th Century (CE-8L9) and its own school (CE-8L7) till about

the same time.
gXo™
The houses that make up Pilot Town are traditional twolframe structures

that one sees throughout Cecil County. (see CE-8LO0, CE-8L2, CE-8LL, CE-8L6,
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Filot Town 2
ce-348, CE-851, CE-852, CE-853, CE-85L, CE-855, CE-B56, CE-857, CE-858,
CE-859, CE-860, CE-861, CE-862, CE-863) The structures are basically

plain straightforward buildings that sre typical hduses Ffor workers in

a mining area. This is not to say that the previous agricultursl 1life of
area was replaced by the mines. The farming community continued as it had
since the late 18th Century but now alongside mining cperationms that brought

Irish immigrants in the early 19th Century.




B~ »wn House

WAS 366/U57
9/16/1976

HWL 10/L51
10/5/1923
MD L/327
7/2/1901

Jow 8/4,99
14/16/1901

JAD 23/77
5/12/189%

-F57

Mary C. Brown (widow) & Virginia A. Brown Ritchie

to
John W. & Mary Brown

Ellen M Riley

to
John S. Brown $1200
Priscilla 3. Brown

to
Ellen M. Riley - $500

Merrit W. Richey & Alice Richey
to
Priscilla Brown

Amanda & John Richey
to
Merritt W. Richey $50

% acre

X acre
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