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The fifth dwelling south of Fourth Street is a two bay wide,
two story frame building with three bay extension on the east and
a leanto on its south side.

Like most of the buildings along this block, the house possesses
a porch, but it is more substantial than the others because of the
use of round columns and a hip roof with enclosed gutter. Screen-
ing extends between the columns on the inside. The door is located
in the northern of the bays and the windows on the facade have 1/1
sash. There is a peak or gable in the center of the otherwise
'A' roof which may have been an addition since the scolloped barge
which adorns the north and south gables is lacking on the facade.

The walls are covered with grey ersatz stone siding and the
trim is painted white. The roof is covered with raised seam tin.
A small portion of the south porch is actually screened. Its post
is a turned post like the ones up the street. It does not, however,
have any brackets.
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Typical of the last quarter of the nineteenth century is the
use of the gable in the front of vernacular structures. The dwel-
ling also boasts scolloped barge boards and a porch of early tewent-
ieth century date.

Firman Layman, the proprietor of the Bayard House Hotel from
1850 until 1881, left this house to his daughter-in-law, Matilda
Layman, apparently the widow of Philip C. Layman.

William Strickland probably had the house built about 1872
when he leased the property from Mary Sophia Bayard. Being part
of Firman Layman's estate adds special interest to this house, he
Eg%n% one of the prominent businessmen in Chesapeake City in his

ifetime.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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