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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gassaway House is a neat two story, two bay wide structure
with lower two story wing on the east side thereof. The walls of
the building are covered with white aluminum and the roof is covered
with red raised seam tin. A brick chimney rises from the north
gable and a second one rises in the middle of the rear wing.

Along the first story facade is an enclosed porch which is

also covered with aluminum siding, sliding windows extend around

the former porch. The windows of the main house have 1/1 sash and
the trim is painted green.

North of the building along the sidewalk is a privet hedge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gassaway House is similar to its neighbors along Charles
Street and maintains a certain uniformity not found on the other
Streets of Chesapeake City.

The original lease for this property is dated October 4, 1856
and shows that Henry Robinson was the leasee. The title search of
this property shows some of the things that can happen to lease-
hold property. "In 1901, Robinson's lease was extinguished; the
property was then in possession of a certain Egee, by purchase,
as well as by reentry, the said Egee having failed to pay the rent
in said leasehold." At this point the lease reverted to the Bayard
estate and was transferred to George Woolsey Hodge who bought some
fifty leases from the Bayard heirs in October, 1901.

Because the house has been well maintained it has architectural
significance.

The present owner is the first black mayor of Chesapeake City,

elected to that office by eighty percent of the voters, two per cent
of which are black.
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Michael Bourne & Katherine Wein May 12, 1976
CRGANIZATION DATE

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c/o Town Council of Chesapeake City (301) 885-5298
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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