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The Benson House is a three story frame dwelling constructed
around the middle of the 19th century, like several buildings in
the community (e.g., Kenneth McLean House, Smithers House, Levredge-
Smithers, etc.). The building is three bays wide, and like its
neighbor to the north, it has a two story wing with a farther lean-
to to the west. Beneath the window sills of the facade is applied
composition brick, but all other parts of the wall are covered
with wood-grain aluminum siding. The windows have 6/6 sash on both
storys and 3/3 sash on the third story.

The house possesses one of the best entrances of the period
with sidelights and transom and pilasters flanking the composition.
The transom and sidelights have interlocking diamond muntins and
the glass is colored. The door has handsome and unique five panels
like a celtic cross.

Originally there was a small flat roof porch with balustrade,
access being from the north side. this was replaced by an 'A'
roof hood supported on wrought iron stanchions. Shutters have also
been removed. Original barge boards possess the ovolo molding
like the house adjacent the bank.

Adjoining Mrs. Benson's house and the neighbor to the south
is a handsome white picket fence. A brick walk leads from the gate
to the rear yard.

The brick chimney has been removed from the north gable above
the roof.
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Mrs. Benson's House is a good example of the typical form
dwelling constructed in Chesapeake City in the mid-19th century.
It retains many original details encluding the front door, sur-
rounding colored sidelights and much interior work, even though
parts of the original have been covered or removed.

Architecturally, it represents the home of a moderately con-
fortable family whose chief source of income was the Canal

John Clark, captain of a canal boat probably built this house
about 1856-1857 since he leased the property in 1856 from Richard

Bayard.

when the Loraine's took possession.

The Clark family lived here for many years, until 1935,
The property has always been

a dwelling and remains a leasehold property with annual rent of

$15.00.
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Micahel Bourne &% Katherine Wein April 15, 1976
QRGANIZATION DATE

South Chesapeake City Historic District Commission

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c/o Town Council of Chesapeake City (3071) 885-5298
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Chesapeake City Maryland 21915

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
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