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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Across the street from the Caroline County Courthouse stand
the three story brick Law Building constructed around the first
decade of this century. Its facade is five bays wide and it is
seven bays deep. Finer brick is used on the facade than the sides.
The first story of the facade has commercial windows, the eastern
half being original and the western half being remodeled to re-
semble '"colonial" design. In the center is the entrance to the
building flanked by stubby columns which support the remains of
a cornice which extended above the windows.

Above the cornice corner pllasters are visible, as are two
pilasters flanking the central windows which extend into the cor-
nice. Between storys is a decorative band of molded brickwork.
All of the windows have segmental stone arches with paneled key-
stones. The sash have 2/1 panes. At the top of the third story
is a shallow tin pediment having as its chief decoration the |
placard bearing the name "Law Building". |

The sides and rear of the bulilding are considerably less
‘detailed as would be expected of a commercial building of this
period.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Law Building is important architecturally as a good
example of commercial architecture of the beginning of the
20th century. The entrance is reminescent of the designs of
Frank Purness of Philadelphia, although it has been stripped of

its original finish at the top.
The structure is also important as the offices of many able

attorneys who have served Caroline County since the turn of the
century. | -
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Maryland Historical Trust _ June, 1977 _
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle _ ] _
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found 1in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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