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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Todds Venture is located on a farm about 7 miles southeast
of Denton between the settlements of Smithville and Concord.

The house is a frame dwelling composed of three sections
each two bays long. FEach has an 'A' roof, ersatz stone siding
and a brick foundation. Its principal facade overlooks a small
lawn and drive. Its east end is two full storys tall while 1its
wing is one and one-half story tall with a leanto screened porch
on the west side. On the north side of the porch and half of
the wing, set at right angles thereto is a one story kitchen or
summer kitchen. All of the windows have 6/6 sash throughout.
Its entrance is typical of the mid 19th century, with sidelights
and transom and a small porch with benches on both sides. The
entrance is located in the middle of the juncture of the two sections.

On the west gable, beneath the screened porch, the back of
the fireplace is exposed to the second floor level. Original
riven clapboards are exposed on this gable. They appear to
be fastened with wrought nails. The two story wing appears to
either post date or be contemporary with the one and one-half
story section. It does appear to pre-date the present entrance

although a close examination of the interior should reveal more
information.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Todds Venture is an important wvernacular structure for
Caroline County. Like many of the dwellings of the county, this
building is the product of at least two building periods, but
is probably more like four phases. The one and one-half story
section of the wing was probably similar to Lidens Adventure
when 1t was first constructed. It is typical of the earliest form
of dwelling in Caroline County which was used throughout the 18th
and first half of the 19th century. |
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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