CAR-98
M. K. Porter House Circa 1870

Greensboro
Private

The M. K. Porter House was probably built around 1860-70 in a
style popular at that period. The form is essentially vernacular,
but the cornice and lantern are Italianate. If the original porch

remained on the front and side, it would seem more complete and true
to Italianate ideals then it does without it.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The M.K. Porter House is located on Sunset Avenue, two blocks
west of the center of town and across the street from St. Paul's
Methodist Church.

It is a two story L plan dwelling with main facade three bays
wide facing Sunset Avenue and the four bay wall facing the side
street. Tt is constructed upon a brick foundation and the walls
are covered with plain weatherboard. All of the windows of the two
facades have 6/6 sash louvered shutters and a small bracketed cornice
above. The latter resembles the large main cornice with its fret-
work scrolled brackets. The main cornice continues across the facade
and up the gables. There are brick chimneys at each gable which
have been stuccoed and an octagonal lantern in the center of the
roof. The main entrance has a small hood over the door with 1its
sidelights and transom, but originally there was a porch which pro-
bably extended around both sides of the house.

One reason to suspect that such was the case is the presence
of a door in the northeast corner of the house facing the side street,
a2 door which is obviously for direct access to a porch. There is
another entrance on that same facade which is an obvious side entrance.
The latter has a re-built porch using some of the early elements

of the original porch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The M.K. Porter House was probably built around 1860-70 in a
style popular in that period. It used basic vernacular forms and
details dictated by the tastes of the day. Its unique features
include the lantern and bracketed cornices.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 18l KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.
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