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Dyott Farm lst Quarter 19th Century
Preston

Private

On the Dyott Farm stands an early 19th Century brick and frame
farmhouse in good repair and having an interesting plan. 1In plan,
1t is like the Hitch-Williams Farm, Wicomico County. Instead of
the building being stretched out in a line, like the Tuckahoe Acres
Oor Big Branch Farm, one of its sections is set at right angles to
another, creating an 'L' plan.

The building retains much original detalling, including the
exposed beaded ceiling joists. It seems incongruous to have this
early construction detail in the same room as a Federal Mantel;
however, there are several such houses in Dorchester County.
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Dyott House is located on a dirt land running east from Sea-
man Road, approximately six-tenths of a mile north of Maryland
Route 331, east of Preston. The Federal style structure appears
to have been built in the late eighteenth or early nineteenth
century.

The main section of the house is two storys of brick construc-
tion. To the east of this section is a one and one-half story frame
wing which has a one story ell off the back of it. The two story
section is Flemish bond on the main facade (south elevation) and
common bond elsewhere. The south elevation has a side entrance with
a four pane transom, and 9/6 pane sash windows on the first story
and 6/6 pane sash windows on the second story. The windows have
flat arch lintels and a basement window has a horizontal iron grille.
The chimney stack rise interior end from the west gable. The west
gable also has a basement entrance and two 4/2 pane attic windows.
The north and south elevations have a corbeled brick cornice,

The first floor interior of this section is one room, with an
open string staircase in the northeast corner. There is a molded
chair rail in the room and the fireplace mantel is an unembellished
Federal style. The ceiling beams are exposed and beaded.

The frame wing is two bays wide with 9/6 pane sash windows.
There is a gable dormer on the roof with L4L/L pane sash window. The
east gable has an exterior end brick pyramid chimney stack. The
ell wing is a later one room addition.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dyott House is a late eighteenth or early nineteenth
century house that retains some architectural characteristics
of an earlier style of building. Especially peculiar, is reten-
tion of exposed and beaded beams on the main floor. Nevertheless,
the Dyott house's proportions and ornamentation present an ex-
cellent example of the rural interpretation of the Federal style
of American architecture.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Maryland Historical Trust ] May, 1977
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle .
CITY OR TOWN STATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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