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Noble House Circa 1797
Hickman

Private

South of Hickman is a handsome lone brick farmhouse two full
stories in height which has been owned by the Noble family since the
beginning. The present owner found a brick dated 1797 when remodeling.
An early kitchen wing exists on the west gable and recent leanto addi-
tions exist on both sides of the latter and across the south side of
the former. Originally there was a hall and parlor plan, but the re-
modeling changed the position of the stair and covered the exposed

joists. This latter feature is more common to Caroline and Dorchester
counties than elsewhere on the Shore.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Noble House is located on Noble Road, approximately one mile
north of Maryland Route 404 in the vicinity of Hickman, Caroline
County. According to the owner, a brick removed from the chimney
of the house was inscribed 1797, presumably the year when the house
was built.

The main section of the house is brick two storys with three
bays on the first story and two bays on the second story. The
north and south facades are Flemish bond with tooled Joints and have
a single brick belt course. The first story of both facades has a
central doorway (the one on the north facade is presently blocked
in) flanked on each side by a one over one sash window with single
brick flat arch lintels. The second floor sash windows are centered
between the first story bays. The gable ends are common bond and
have interior end chimney stacks at the ridge and two small four pane
windows. On the east gable end a one story frame kitchen is attached.
The south facade has a one story enclosed porch running the full
length of the brick house and along most of the kitchen wing. There
is a wood box cornice.

According to the owner the interior ceilings were once exposed
and whitewashed but are presently plastered over. The stair case
has also been rearranged.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

M
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

~ The Noble House is a fine example of the rural Federal style
architecture as found in Caroline County. The brick construction
and symmetrical facade are a small scale attempt to resemble some
of the high-style architecture of this period. The Noble House
is representative of a fine tradition of farmhouse architecture

during this period.
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Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant, & Joe Getty 3
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle _ L
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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