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DESCRIPTION BA- 216>

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED-  DATE
X _FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story frame structure with attic at 35 Willow Avenue dates
from the first decade of the twentieth century. It does not appear on the
1898 Bromley Atlas but record of it is found on the 1915 edition. The house
is similar in style and plan to the house adjacent at 33 Willow and the one
opposite at 34 Willow. All am cross gable sitructures which are approximately
three: bays wide and are covered with wood shingles.

The house at 35 Willow Avenue faces south. It resits on a stone foundation
and is capped with an asphalt shingled cross gable roof. It is approximately
three: bays wide by two bays deep. Wood shingles cover the original german
siding. The shingles on the first floor of the: main (south) facade sre painted
white while those on the rest of the house remain unpainted. A partially
enclosed hip roof porch flamks the main facade. A chimney flue, covered with

plaster, exits the roof behind the east-west wing op the wgggﬁg;ggraf the: house.
RS
‘The: original sections of the house formed 0 P@}QQP !
an L, as indicated on the sketch to the right. A%\
4 small addition has been made by enclosing "y
the northeast corner of the: original L-shape. 0@&5

Three concrete steps lead to the front porch which has been enclosed om
the west or right side. Two wood Doric columns support the porch roof on
the remasining open section. Tongue and groove boards floor the porch., The
main entrance is centrally located and consists of a wood door constructed of
eight small rectangular inset wood panels. A4 small rectangular glass transom
hengs above the door. To the right of the door is a floor length 4/4 sash
window with plain white trim. To the left of the door is the enclosed section
of porch which shows five rectangular casement windows on the main facade and
three on the east and west sides: .These casement windows contain eight lights
each and are encased in plain white trim. Above the porch on the second flooxr:
are three 2/2 sash windows with plain white trim. The attic contains an arched
2/2 sash window.

The: east facade shows one 2/2 sash window in the original section and a
4/4 an&22/2 sash-window on the addition. A 2/2 sash window appears on the
second floor of the original section, while a slightly larger 2/2 sash window
appears on the second floor of the addition.

The north facade shows the rear of the addition as well as the rear of
the north-south original wing. The addition contains a 2/2 sash window and
a wood paneled door on the Tirst floor. The door provides a rear entrance to
the structure and is constructed of four inset wood panels. To the right of
the door, in the original section of the house, is a 2/2 sash window on the
firat floor. The second fleor displays two 2/2 sash windows in the addition
and one 2/2 sash window in the original section.

(con‘biﬂued. ' )
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



RA-2163d
ARCHITEGTURAL DESCRIPTION continued...

The weat facade contains a side: entrance to the house. This door
consists of two rectangular wood panels on the lower half with four panes
of glass in the upper half. A casement style cellar window flanks each
gide of the door. First floor fenestration consists of a 2/2 sash windov ]
on each side of the side entrance. Two [?/2 sash window%] appear on the
second floor.
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
~ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
~—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING ~—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
~-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE : __ECONOMICS _LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ._;;ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION ~——MILITARY &SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
~—1700-1799 —ART ~—ENGINEERING —MusIC —_THEATER
..,1800-1899 -.COMMERCE ~—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES post~1898, pI‘e—-1915 ) BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

)

35 Willow, an L~shaped cross-gable, represents a significant building type
that appeared in Marylend and many parts of the East Coast throughout the mid
19th and early 20th centuries. Quite typically, an arched window rests below
the cross gable and fenestration is symmetrical throughout. The house, although
it does not appear on the 1898 Bromley Atlas, is very similar to 34 Willow
Avenve whick dates from 1883 and which does appear on the aforementioned map.
This is indicative of the cross-gable's endurance as a style and the consequential
difficulty of dating them without written documentation.

Aside from its individual architectural merits, however, 35 Willow is

gnificant as an integral part of the surrounding residential neighborhoad.
In recent years, increased commercialization has threatened Towson's residential
chagracter. Many of the private residences which once typified Towson's built
environment have been either demolished or altered in such a manner as to destroy
their architectural and historic significance. The houses on Willow Avenue and
Linden Terrace constitute one of the few relatively unchanged residential areas
left in Central Towson. 35 Willow together with the other vernacular buildings
on the street provide a visual representation of Towson's earlier character.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

- STATE COUNTY
STATE ! COUNTY
[E1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / FITLE

Janice E. Ruth/Historic Site Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic Towson, Inc. September, 1981
STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE

120 Allegheny Avenue
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Towson Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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1915 BROMLEY ATLAS

Maryland.

V.

Atlas of Baltimore Count

Philadelphia, 1915.

G.W. Bromley & Co.
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‘ 1967 Tax Map No.70. Maryland Department
of Assessments & Taxa

tion, Tax Map Division,
Baltimore, M, #19 (revised 1980).

Scale: 1" to 0g" BA-2162
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Presentation of easternmost
Ssection of Willow Avenue)
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R PHOTOGRATHS « 35 Willow Avenue (original photos in Historic Towsonts Files)

13

ABOVE: ~South (Main) Facade BELOW: North-west Corner




