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CAPSULE
MA & PA RATLROAD TRESTLE ABUTMENTS

That Towson wes 2 typical Victorian American town is evidenced in meny
ways not the least of wnich was its railrocad. Nearly all of the physicsl
evidence of this important mode of transportation has disappeared, including
the tracks themselves and most unfortunately the station itself.

The juncture of the historic Ma and Pa (Meryland and Pennsylvania)
line with the equally historic York Turnpike is marked by massive stone abui-
ments which supported at least one if not two early trestles. They stand
a@s proof that Towson has been a cross-rosds community in successive eras of
transportation and are reminders of a by gone time when the train was a
principal means of travel and communications,

Given the long history in this county of using native stone ss a
construction material, and the importance of the railroad age, it is hoped
that these constructions will be allowed to survive. Their strategic loca-
tion on either side of the mein rosd st the south end of the town suggests
an "entrance gate" which future planners should utilize.
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| DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

§ That portion of track which crossed the York Road through Towson did
so by way of a plated girder bridge. The bridge itself was dismenteld in
1959 (reported by the Bsltimore Sun newspaper to have then been 58 years
0ld) and is now survived only by the messive stons abuiments which supported
. it.

| Mese sbutments stand on the east and west side of the road and are
each built into 2 bank. Measuring from the curb, the eest one stands at @
distance of 10% feet away, while the west one stands 15% feet away. The
stones sre roughly cut on three sides and have been cornered on the outer
edges. At leest two periods of grouting have been observed, the first
being a simple ridge bead, the second and most recent being a more decor-
ative bead. .

The top half of the "T% shaped sbutment on the sssternmost side runs
parallel with York Rosd and measures 13 feet high, 19 feet 2 inches long,

5 feet 9 inches wide and has a 6 to 8 inch lip. The distance from the north
and south ends of this top portion to the stem measures 5 feet. Two blocks
aporoximately 2 feet square and 1 foot thick are mounted on eidther end.

The stem itself is 1L feet long snd runs at an spproximete 75 degree angle
to York Road. '

A remaining portion of a csst irom Victorian Ienc stands along York
Road just north of the sbutment. Certein Victorian ch recteristics include
seroll work between each spike znd fleur-de-lis patterns. The splkes stand
&% feet high end the entire fence is 10 feet long.

The westernmost abutment is very similar to the other, however, sSome
measurements differ. The height of the portion facing York Road is 1k feet
3 inches, it is 5% feet wide and measures Lz feet from the north and south
ends to the stei.

Longitudinal ties are still present, being one foot square and mea
feet 3 inches from center to center. The cross tles are 8 feet squar
end are lap Jjoined.
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attzchmend

LTST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE . _ COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

WAYNE L. NIELD, II D. Owings Schultz
orGaNZATIONHISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE
Setrrvar L
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR M4 & PA RATILROAD TRESTLE ABUTMENTS
Parcel 188, Map 70-A

LIBER FOLIQ DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE
3721 405 July 1, 1916 Maryland & Pennsylvania Donnelly Advertising
Railroad Company Corporation of MD.

Beginning at the southeast 1L perches line of a tract of land

conveyed by Grafton M. Bosley to Enos Smedley by deed dated July 2L,
1854 and recorded in land record 9, folio 222, Northwest 96 feet,
Southwest 275 feet to the south side of Susquehanna Avenue, South~-
east 97 feet to the northwest corner lot owned by William M. Isaac,
Northeast 97.5 feet, Southeast 163 feet to the west side of the
Baltimore and York Turnpike Road...Containing .29 acres Plus .OL acres.

Being the two lots conveyed by Enos Smedley and wife to the Baltimore and Delta
Railway Company (predecessor of the Msryland & Pennsylvaniz Railroad Company):
120 591 July 6, 1880

Containing .29 acres
129 587 June 20, 1882

Containing .OL acres
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