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CAPSULE
THORNTON

The Riders, after whom Riderwood takes its name, date back
at least as far as the early 19th century., While little is left
of the original house that stood on this site, there is a fine
Victorian building marking "Thornton" as the Rider family home-
stead,

It is a large dwelling with a vertical thrust .which makes
it even morecommanding of a hilltop site. Such decorative fea-
tures as a jerkin head roof and half timbering in the gables
make it late Victorian in appearance.

In addition to being the nucleus of a large farm that even-
tually spawned one of the Towson areas largest neighborhoods
Thornton also holds the distinction of having been the residence
of one of Americas early film actors Francis X. Bushman.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGT - 031161L60k

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HINAME

HISTORIC

Thornton
AND/OR COMMON

BEALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

1812 Tandrake Ave,

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Towson — VICINITY OF Ninth
STATE COUNTY
Marylsnd Saltimore
[EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT - _PUBLIC X 0ccuPrIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
o X_BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL __PARK
—__STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ° X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE " PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT  __RELIGIOUS
- OBJECT —IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED —-GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
__NO —_MILITARY _OTHER:

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME :
Arlen K. St. John Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER )

1812 Landrake 4Ave.

CITY, TOWN STATE,, Zip code
Towson — VICINITY OF Maryland 2120l
~ [HILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 2820
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 672

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

County Courts Buildine
STREET & NUMBER z h

CITY, TOWN ’ STATE
- Towson
KJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

—FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY, TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION Zl

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED paTEdan. , 1979
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

“he dwelling house of tne Tdward Rider e stateE known 2s Thornton,
is 2 %% story structure; s modified T-plan with east and west projections.
The main block, believed to be the »riginal ¥ OItIOﬂ, ig five bays wide,
and two bays desp. The exterior walls are covered with stucco and are
topped with 2 gable end slate roof with deep eeves. There is en interior
end chimney on both the east snd west ends. 4 single story porch covers
the first level and is covered by a roof supported by six doric columms.
There are pilasters on esch end snd & tongue and 2r oove ceiling.

The three openings of the first level consist of 3 central entrance
flanked by two large windows of 6/6 sash., Both windows have side lignis

2/2 szsh. The entrznce has & five 1light transom. Other features in-

c1ude the wavy glass ol th ies and the wide dog esr moulding

& window psr
oaﬁd each doorway and win

The second story has three evenly spaced 6/6 sash windows with wooden
frames.,

M™ree gabled dormers vrojecting from the roof contain two 9/1 sash
windows. The deep eaves of thess gsbled dormers compare to those of the
main roof, aspecislly so in containiang tongue sand groove soffit.
f e dormer

¢

4 most interesting feature of these o s the timbering effect
c n

which adds to the distinct charﬁﬁter oi *hz bui W

The south facade of ojection hss a jerkin head
roof. There is half t]WS@rlﬂT 1n thﬂ wouLu end which is vented by a
double 11/1 sash window. /L sash light the second story
while 2 large bay window cagsements occupy the first level,
This bay window may be a 12t T ;1terau3un due to the fuct thst the founda=-

tion is of cut block with beaded grouting.
The esst Facade has similar appearsnce. The main block is five bays

desp with a north extension, 4 swell front with a e&are“ate. zable and
deep eaves is the most prominent festure of thisg Tscade. The fenestration
is 3 regular L/l sash.

The roof contains two dormsrs; one very much like the other dormers,
the other somewhat smaller with s shed roof end 2 four light cesement.

A larze full ocselen= is composed of uncoursed rubble walls which
have ;uenzaalte washed This hosement reflects the asymmetry of the entire
house, aos well as the orlgznal center hall plan of the main block. A
wall in ruins divided the cellar into two towards the west end.

There are chimney supports on the east znd west ends of the wmalr

block, the esst messuring 7' wide, projecting 23". On the west end, irom
srches support zn iron plste which were probsbly placed after & hesrth:
had been _em“VQde Brick plers exist above the stone walls.

Other details include studs 2nd breces with cut nails, and circular
gswn flooring.



B} SIGNIFICANCE BA-11€ [
P
PERIOD \ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _—.COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 Z ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY ——SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING ——MUSIC __THEATER
x1 800-1899 __ COMMERCE ——EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 3.3 Quarter 19th century (BNINPERARCHITECT Ly 20th century)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Riders, after whom Riderwood takes its name, date
back at least as far as the early 19th century. While little
is left of the original house that stood on this site, there
is a fine Victorian building marking "Thornton" as the Rider
femily homestead.

It is a large dwelling with a vertical thrust which
makes it even more commanding of a hilltop site. Such decor-
ative features as a jerkin head roof and half timbering in
the gables make it late Victorian in appearance.

In addition to being the nucleus of a large farm that
eventually spawned one of the Towson areas largest neighbor-
hoods Thornton also holds the distinetion of having been the
residence of one of Americas early film actors Francis X.
Bushman,

______

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Baltimore County Lend Records
Baltimore County Will Records
Baltimore County Tax Assessment Records
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

[iST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[¥1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FITLE WﬁyNE L. NIELD, Il
D. G. Owings HISTORIC TOWSON, INC.
ORGANIZATION . DATE
STREET & NUMBER . TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR RIDER ESTsTE -~ THORNTON
- ~
Pa 1

LIBER ©7FOLIC DATE SRANTCR GRAHNTEE
5820 672 October 28, 1977 Richard 7. Cadigan & wf, Arlen X. St. John
3 =
Beginning...west side of Carrbridge Circle beinz distsnt 34L.91!
from north side of Landrake Road...containins 2.92 acres.

4230 250 November 1l, 1963 Thornleigh, Inc. Richard F. Cadigen & wf,
3535 233 Mey 29, 1959 £1i C. areheim et al Thornleigh, Tnc.

95}

eginning...center line o Ridge Road...containing 98.L4LLB acres

1459 102 May 1, 1946 25land R. YacKenzie & wf. £1i C. Warcheim et sl

111 L& November 9, 1945 Burton 2. Hoffmasn & hus. Roalnd #. MacXenzie & wf.

990 175 December 21, 1936 Cawvbdridge Jourt, Inc. 3urton ?. doffman
Containing 153.41C scres

990 171 December 21, 1936 Cswbridge Court, Inc. Gertrude L. Zell
MORTGAGE

990 149 December 21, 1936 Gertrude L. Zell Cambridge Court, Inc.

By way of Will 30/362 - Arthur Stanlev Zell 4o Zertrude L. 7ell, wife

22 248 Pebrusry 12, 1920 Title ‘tusrentee & Trust, Co. Arthur Stsnlevy 7ell
1) <Conteining 106.85 acres:

62 233 May 16, 1916 Title 3Jusrantee % Trust,Co., Francie Y. ushman




Chein of Tidle; pasge 2 gﬂ”//{/

hé2 231 May 16, 1916 Maud 3. Blakiston Title Gusrantee & Trust,Co.
439 Lo November 30, 191L W. Bernsrd Duke & wf. Maud 3. 3lakiston
%" NgE September 1, 1886 John . Rider Elizabeth Stevenson

Including within the following 7 deeds:

124 2495 August 27, 1831 Harrison Rider William Rider
124 326 September 5, 1881
131 194
AWB L31 307
13 54
21 371

WG 158 626

2) Containing 37.h41 acres (referred to from deed 522/248):

478 403 April 23, 1917 W.3ernard Duke Francis X. Bushman
LEASE
28 2026 April 8, 191k Howard L. Rider & wf. W. Bernard Duke

Conteining Al acres

201 23K July 9, 1893 Edward Rider of J. et al Joward L. Rider
(from the lsst will and testement of John 3. Rider 9/L57...t5 his
children Edward, Jennie, Harrison, and Howard provided that Yoward
had option to taske farm upon said testator dwells known as La grange and thsz
1ot on the ridge containing about 30 scres.)
Part of the following three deeds:

8 L2l June 5, 185

Part of tract called "Young Richsrd 27 acres, 3 roods, lj perches
Zdwserd Rider purchased from Thomas D. Cockey




Chain of title, page 3 61}“)/(/

13 5k August 20, 1855
farm the said John .i. Rider now lives on and occupies known by the
name of Wilkins Farw adjoining the laud of John Dockey, 3amuel Hunt
Jesse Hunt, the 0ld Court d. and Edward Rider contsining 11l acres.

g5 v April 28, 1859

from deed dsted April 12, 1858 3amuel C. Hunt to Ldward Rider.




PN
Tax Assessments
1876 Tax Assessment Record for SBaltimore County District 9
Edward Rider

Tract "Malverne" N,C,R.,R. 200 scres st % 100 5 20,000
Dwelling, % 1200 Tarn, $ 800 2,000
Cutbuildings 305

$ 22,308
972 scres M. side Jovpa 2. $ 50 75 (?)
Furniture - 3 465 Live stock - B 5LS 1,010
Farm implements - 3 260 Carriaves - 3 185 Lhh5

& I
3 2b,23;
1896 Tax Assessment Record for Baltimore Soumnty District 9
Edward Rider HEstate
Ruxton W.C.R.R.
85 ascres Farm Land nesr Ruxton @ § 225 per acre
7 seres of Tand bordering on Joprs road $ LO per scre
Owelling 2 out buildings & L,000
Jorses = Mules
' Csttle

Furniture

Vehicleg  Surrey

BN-1ic
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LAST WILL & TESTAMENT
EDWARD RIDER

Zdward Rider Last Will & Testament
Will Book 3, folio 158 November 23, 1866

To wife Rachel - M“I...will...thay my beloved wife Rachel shsll hsve a home
in the house in which I reside...”

To sons John G. and Edward -~ the lot known as "Iibbs Lot" containing 20 acres
to be divided between them, *the lower half there-
of with the house to said John G. and his heirs
and the upper half to ssid Edward..."

To son Louis Job Rider - "...the stone house farm Beginning at the northeast
corner of John G. Rider field end running down with
the present fence to the thorn bush, thence zlong
the center of the land to the country road, the said
lend to be used in common by him and my son Harrison,
thence northerly along said public road to 2 stone
in the 265 perches line of Addition to Gills Hope,
thence eastwardly with said line to its end, to a
black stone marked G thence at right anble southerly
6 perches parallel with the country road till it in-
tersects the division line between my lands and those
of Henry C. Turnbull; and also two fields lying east
of and adjoining the Northern Centrel Raeil Road."

"I give...t0 my sazid son Louls Job Rider the sum of
fifteen hundred dollars to ensble him to build an
addition to the stone house. !

To son Harrison - "...land lying North of the line of thst above devised to
my son Louls Job Rider including part of the home place
and that purchased by me from Samuel Funt snd which lies
edjoining the lands of John Clark."

Children of Edward and Rachel Rider:

John G. Abraham Elizabeth
Zdward Angeline darrison
illiam Louis Job Hary

i
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