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CHEW HOUSES

Both of these stone buildings should be seen as part of a chain of land
ownership and development by two important Baltimore County families. It began
with the Ridgelys at Hampton in the 18th century, whose land was divided in 1832,
with a large portion going to their relatives, the Chews. The Chew estate was
called "Lpsom" and is the present site of the Goucher College campus. The land
on which these houses stand was part of the Chew holdings. They were built by
the Chews and constituted part of what was called "Chewville" in one 1861 adver-
tisement. The buildings associated with this evolution document the full gamut
of ms jor architecturdl styles in America. The Georgian is well represented by
Hdampton, early sketches show that Epsom had a large Greek Revival portico, and
in these two buildings one finds good examples of the Gothic Revival and Italian-
ate.

Although they differ in color, both of these houses are built of local
stone. For obvious reasons # 512~1l is known as the "red stone house" and for
less obvious reasons its neighbor at 518 the "blue stone". Farly deeds confirm
the use of these terms,

The red stone house is a duplex which is basically a deeply corniced gable-
end structure typical of the Greek Revival. Applied to it are somewhat over-
sized scroll work decorations typical of Gothic Revival patternbooks.

The blue stone is a large three~story residence resting on a high basement,
and even without its recently removed brackets, it remains one of Towson's
better Italianate structures, Although it was designed to be a residence, the
large and well equipped building "is admirably adapted for a female seminary or
boarding house," as was pointed out in an 1861 real estate advertisement.

B. C. American, March 1, 1861, p. 1.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This double residence faces west and is located on the east side of
Virginia Avenue where the street intersects with Shealey Avenue., It was
built and owned by the Chews, a family prominent in both Towson and
Philadelphia, until 1919 when the ownership was divided. The house is a
two story building with a finished attic. It is made of local stone and follows
the coursed ruble form of construction.with corners that appear to be quoined.
The house is 4 bays wide and although the side fenestration is quite irregular,
it would appear to be 4 long bays deep following a longitudinal plans I+t has
a gable Toof with deep cornices that is common to the Greek Revival,

) The street facade has symmetrically placed windows with those on the
first two floors being 6/6 sash and the attic story windows being rounded
casements., These sash windows have gingerbread scrollwork cornices whereas
the attie windows have hoodmoulds tacked on. The sash windows were once
louvred as the remains of the shutterlocks would indicate. There is a wooden
2 bay entrance porch supported by late 19th century ironwork. The two doors
are located slightly off center and contain 8 window panes, There is also a
fleche, or small wooden spire-like object, projecting from the roof's ridge.

The north elevation contains irregular fenestration and has an interior
chimney centered between the 2 windows. There is a bulkhead cellar entrance
with the same stone base as the house. The south elevation has the same
irregular fenestration, chimney placement, and cellar entrance and includes
a 1 bay porch entrance with wooden doric columns, The ceiling and floor
boards on the porch are tongue and groove.

The east elevation of the house has a regular placement of the windows
but some disparity in sizes. There is also a porch addition, half of which
is enclosed and half open with turned célumns, This latter section also has
a tongue and groove ceiling., Another chimney is placed in the rear of the
house on the side of the open porch.

At the time of this writing, the interior was inacessible and therefore
an interiod description was not pogsible,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chew or "Red stone" house is significant to Towson for several reasons.
As to when it was built, the only known documentation would indicate that con-

struction took place sometime between 1853 and 1877.

This is because the heither

the house nor Virginia Avenue app ear on the Plat of Towson dated December

1853 to be used for the donation of the land for a courthouse.

It does, however,

turn up on the Hopkins map of 1877. It should be noted that architectural
analysis suggests that 512/14 is older than 518 Virginia Avenue (1853-61)

~™ although evidence is not presently available,

As stated in the description, this house exhibits elements of both the
Greek and Gothic Revivals. Both of these styles were popular in Towson during
the 19th century., It is believed that perhaps the house was originally a
stone Greek Revival house and that later, as styles and tastes changed, the
Gothic features were added. Regardless of style, the Chew house is also one
of the few extant houses in Towson constructed of local stone; something
which was relatively common as can be surmised from old photographs and the

1898 color-coded atlas. (Bromley)

In additon, the house can be regarded as a part of the overall chain of
land ownership and development of the a rea which started with the Ridgely

family of Hampton (relatives of the Chews) in the 18th century.

The division

of the Ridgely estate in 1832 in which part of this land came into Chew owner-

ship lead to eventual southward growth and development.

Most importantly

the buildings involved become visual documents of this development, especially

as it relates to America's architectural styles and taste,

For example, there

is Hampton, built in the late Georgian style; Epsom, with its Federal or Greek
Revival portico additon; the Blue stone house or 518 Virgina Avenue in the
Italianate style; the Red stone house or 512/14 Virginia Avenue which exhibits
features of the Greek and Gothic revivals; and lastly the frame dwellings of
"Chewville", The name "Chewville" was documented by an 1861 newspaper as and
udoubtedly refers to the Chew family's land ownership especially in the vicinity
of what is now Virginia Avenue and Joppa Road as evidenced by the 1853, 1877,
and 1898 maps. These holdings also included the Xpsom estate which has since

become Goucher College,

Located in an area which has since seen the influx of modern high rises

and commercialism, the Chew house stands as an important link with Towson's
heritage and lifestyles of the mid-late nineteenth century,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET 1F NECESSARY
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Item Number 4 == continued

As listed in Liber 4830 folio 210, Clara E., Green, Katherine G, Jones and
her husband William L. Jones are co-owners of 512 Virginia Avenue. At the
present time no address is known for them although the o?cgpants of
512 Virginia Avenue say the Jones family resides in Virginia.

I¥em Number 9 —— continued

Norfolk, Virginia: The Donning Co., 1977, pp. 24-26,
Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of 1877.
Plat of Towson Town, December 1853

Wilson, Hilda N., eds Then...Now: Towson Bicentennial 1768-1968, Towson, MDs
Junior Press, 1968,

Wills, T.P. Liber 7 folio 428 , Baltimore County, February 13, 1884,

Item Number 10 == continued
514 Virginia Avenue

Beginning for the same at a point on the East side of Virginia Avenue
(60 feet wide) said point being at the distance of 31.5 feet North O degree
and 15 minutes West from the beginning of the third parcel of land which by
deed partition dated June 18th 1867 and recorded among the Land Records of
Baltimore County in Liber J.H.L. No. 54 folio 267 and was conveyed by
Charles R. Chew ets al. to Benjamin Chew said point being also in line with
the centre of the partition wall of a double stone house lacated on the
lot now being described and the lot adjoining on the South and running thence
to and through the center of gsaid partition wall and binding on a2 fence now
standing in all 146.9 feet to intersect the South 3 degrees Fast 4.3 perch
lines of the above whole parcel of land, and running thence binding on said
line reversely North O degree and 15 minutes west 42 25/100 feet to the beginning
of said line thence North 89 degrees and 41 minutes west 12 feet thence contin-
uing the same course North 89 degrees and 41 minutes West 135.3 feet to the
eagst side of Virginia Avenue and thence binding on the Fagt side of said Avenue
South O degree and 15 minutes HEast 43 25/300 feet to the place of
beginning. (Liber 518 folio 76)
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Item Number 10 —- continued

512 Virginia Avenue

Beginning for the same at a point on the east side of Vizginia Avenue
(60 feet wide) said point being at the begimning of the third parcel of land
which by deed of partition dated June 18, 1867 and recorded among the Land
Records of Baltimore County in Liber J.H.L. No. 54 folio 267 was allotted by
Charles R. Chew et al to Benjamin Chew and running thence binding on the
east side of V¥irginia Avenue and on part of the first line of the said deed
of partition North O degree 15 minutes west 31.5 feet to a point in line with
the centre of the partition wall of a double stone house losated on the lot
now being described and the lot adjoining on the North, and running thence
to and thréugh the center of said partition wall above referred to, and
binding on a fence as now located in all 146,9 feet to an iron pipe, and to
intersect the south 3 degrees east 4.3 perches line of the above deed of
partition, thence binding on said line South O degree and 15 minutes
Bast 29 feet to an iron pipe and to the beginning of the South 84 3/4 degrees
West 8,9 perches line of the aforesaid deed of partition and thence binding
on the said line South 83 degrees and 21 minutes west 146,85 feet to the
place of beginning. The improvements thereon being now known as No.
512 Virginia Avenue. (Liber 4830 folio 210)

ol
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TITLE SEARCH for CHEW HOUSE - RED STONE

Liber L4830, Folio 210 December 5, 1967
Grantor: James A. Pine & wife
Grantee: GClara E. Green et. 2l.

Reginning...eastside of Virginia Ave...said point being at the
beginning of the third parcel of land which by deed of partition dated
June 18, 1867 and recorded in the...Land Records...JHL 54/267...by
Charles R, Chew et. 3l. to Renjamin Chew...West 31.5' to a point in line
with the center of the partition wall of a double stone house...lL6.85'
to place of beginning...known st # 512 Virginia Ave.

(Liver 1,830, Folic 208 December 5, 1967 Clarz E. Green et. al. to
James A. Pine & wife.)

Liber 247h, Folio 273 May 3, 1954
Grantor: Evelyn E. Grolock
Grantee: Clara B. Green

Liber 517, Folioc 222 October 17, 1919
Jurontor: Harriet R. Chew
Grantee: 3Benjamin G. Green et. al,

Being part of lend silotted by Charles R. Chew et. al. 10 Benjamin Chew...
Being also part of land - Will dated February 13, 1831, recorded in
the Register of Wills book 7/428 3enjamin Chew to Harriet R. Chew.
My two red stone houses I devise and bequeath to my niece,..™

Subject to leaving 2 12! spsce for an azlley. Alsc subject to resirictions:

1) That no alcohol or intoxicating liquors shall be made, brewed
sold or kept for sale upon said lot.

2) That no blckswith shop...shall be maintained...or any use...
which shall be noxious or dsngerous to health.

3) That neither lot or part shsll be sold or permitted to be
cccupied by any negro or zny person of negro descent not to include
employees

Baltimore County Advocate February 11, 1860

AD: Sale for two Red Stone Dwellingsand 2 Blue Stone Mansion
Virginia Ave. ‘''ready for immediate occupation.'
Apply to Henry B. Chew {Father of Benjamin Chew)
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Continuation Sheet Title 3Searc

ALSQO:

Liber 518, Folio 76 October 29, 1919
Grantor: Harriet R. Chew
Grantee: VWilson W. Watson et. ale.

Beginning...at s distance 31.5'...t0 2 point in line with the center
of the psrtition wall of s double stonse house locsted on the lot
adjoining on the south...43.25' to place of beginning.

Beingz the northern haif of one of two red stone houses
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