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E. DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
] Excellent ] Good T} Fair i Deterioroted ] Ruins {0 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
X Aftered {1 Unaltered - f 1 Moved R Originol Site
OESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ballestone Mansion is located on Cedar Point
between Back River and Middle River in Essex, Baltimore
County, Maryland, and is presently part of the Rocky
Point Park, owned by Baltimore County. The house was
originally built in the late 1700's or early 1800's
and has been enlarged twice. The original house
measured 20.2 feet by 17.5 feet, approximately 350
square feet. The major addition was 20.6 feet by 24.6
feet, adding 506 sguare feet on one floor. A second
story was later added to this addition, bringing
the total flcer area to 1362 sguare feet (see sketches).

The old part of the existing house, built c. 1800,
is brick: Flemish bond brickwork on the roadsice
(northwest), Common bond brickwork on the Middle River
side (southeast) and ends (i.e. header course every
sixth course). The brick were generally soft burned,
with a few glazed headers on gable end wall. A carry-
over from the eighteenth centurv, the pitch of the
roof is above 45° to the horizontal. There is a
corbelled brick cornice in the rear (southeast facade)
under the roof. 3Before being raised for the twe-story |
porch, the front cornice was similar to that in the i
rear. The cornice 1is wood witih ogee cove moliding, i
sawtooth dentils, sguare volu The main block of
the house had three bavs on th ont and rear. IEnd
walls are blank except fo attic light.

The window frames are nar inches) with nalf-
round face. The second £ cm door dates Irom
the late eighteenth century 80) and has Zlush
raised panels; other doors appear to date from 18290
or later. Typical of iaryland house
are the wide random-widtn floor loar
{(probably tulip poplar) and narrovwer rand
boards on the first and second flcors. Pine
also a characteristic feature. The original
rafters were larped at the ridge and pinne
2
a
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The original collars tiea the ratters tog her
a dovetail Zoint. The attic was never plaster
stairway 1s the tvpe used in the eighteenth an
nineteenth centuries.

I+ appears tiat the Miller family added the second
story to the additicn c. 1870-80. The brickwork i
all common bond. The front pitch of the 1800-20 pertion
had the rafters chanced tc carry the flatter rocf over
the porch. Pricr to the addaition oi the second story
winc and perch, the original rafters had the same

[O TR {))
[of)

pitch as the rear rooi and were pecged at the rideoe.
The full-length, two-story porch, sacond fioor c©f tinis
additicn, three dormers and Victorian trirn around the

e ——— [ —_

(See continuation sheet HO. i)
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Ballestone Mansion

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

new porch cornice were a later part of the 1870-80 addition.
The fireplace mantel dates sometime after 1850. A chimney,
painted red and located over the attic window at the end
of the later wing, balances the chimney of the 1800-20
part. A central main entrance, leading into the 1800
section stairhall, widened the original door. The original
flat-jack arch was removed and the space covered by the wall
framing member of the second floor porch, c. 1870-80.
Evidence of cutting and patching in brickwork for second
floor porch rafters can be seen. The brick porch wall
was whitewashed and later painted gray.

A concrete block shed has been added, within the last
fifty vears. Also, the rear wall of the later addition
was rebulilt in a nonconforming design and will have to be
restored as to brick type and coursing and window openings.

The sash windcws on the frcat (northwest) elevaticn
measure 5 feet 6 inches by 3 feet with 6 over 6 panes. The
front entrance door, in the third bay from the left (facing
house) consists of a masonry ovening of 5 feet four inches.
The frame includes a full width transom light and two panels,

each with side light and two raised panels below. The
lintels are brick flat-jack arches and the sills brick row-
lock.

The basic first floor plan of this house consists of
a center hall and stair, with a large parlor to the left
and two rooms to the right, orobably dining and sitting
rooms (in the later addition), or possibly the xitchen.
Upstairs there is cne bedroom to the left and two inter-
connected rooms on the right.

A graveyard is located nearby, across the road. The
graveyard has one Stansbury gravestone. Others, including
that of Thomas Stansbury, were renoved, subsecuently
recovered are presently cuarded by the local historical
society. They will eventually be replaced.

GEO 821.723
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Back River Neck in Baltimore County, situated
between Back River to the south and Middle River to
the north, was once a rural district populated
mainly by farmers. Today, just across Back River
from the Baltimore Beltwav, it is becoming an in-
creasingly suburban area. As the only extant farmer's
house in this area, Ballestone Mansion is the sole
visible reminder of its vast way of life.

In about 1800 when the first part of the house
was built, possibly by Josepn Ward Stansbury or
his son Ephraim Stansbury, 95 cercent of the families
in the United States lived on farms or in small
country towns.l Ballestcne probably began its
existence as the home of one such American farming
family. When the prorerty was to be sold at aucticn
in 1817 in the settlement of Joseph Ward Stansburv's
estate, it was described as follows in a newspaper
advertisement:

... [al] Farm called BALISTON, containing

about 100 acres of land, distant about

13 miles from the city in Back River

Neck-the improvements are, a two story

dwelling in cood order, with barns, stabling

and other suitable DLlLG_nqS...‘

The property was sold for $17.06 per acre to Willim
Cook, sterfather c¢f Evhraim Stansburv's two children,
William and Mary Ann. It remained in the Stansbury
family until 1852 when Richardson Collins, son of 2
Ann (Stansburv) Collins, subnitted it for auction.

Accordnng to Russel B. Nye in his Cultural Life
of the New Nation, the farmer in the early nineteenth
century "mace nis living bv hard, backbreakinc labor
that involved ais entire famlly...nls farm was sucrosed
to provide for practicallv all his needs, with a surplus
for sale or export, and it usually did."

lary

lrRussel Blaine XNye,

l776—l8°0 The New americ
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3Nye, p. 129.
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Ballestone Mansion

8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

Ballestone's proximity to Baltimore gave its owners an
added advantage in marketing their crops. It was a
large city which, according to Henry Adamsd has the
"diversity of interests and local markets"* which made it
possible for farmers and planters to realize a profit
from their labor.

Ballestone was purchased in 1855 by Edward Miller,
whose heirs owned it until 1969. In about 1870 the
Millers enlarged the farmhouse by adding a one and one
half story wing to one end. + was apparently some time
during the 1870's or 1880's that this addition was made
into a full two stories and the cornice, dormers, and
two-story porch were added. These alterations made the
house much more imcosing. Teday Ballestone is the only
house in Back River Neck in restorable condition. It
as still in a fairly rural setting, being surrounded
by a golf course. Owned bv the Baltimore County Department
of Recreation and Parks, it will be restored by the Essex-
Middle River Bicentennial Committee for use by the community
as a part of Rocky Point Park.

i1. FORM PREPARED BY, continued

Peter C. Powell, AIA

Mark Beck Associates, Inc.
762 Fairmount Avenue
Towson, Maryland 21204

Pamela James, Research Assistant
Maryland Historical Trust

2525 Riva Road

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

4Henry Adams, The United States in 1800, Cornell Paperbacks,
(Ithaca, New Yorke Cornell University Press, 1955 (crig. 1889),
p. 23.
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r9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

1

Chancery Records (Baltimore County). Hall of Rec

Annapolis, Maryland.
Land Records, Baltimore County.

Probate Records, Baltimore County.

Hall of Records.

Hall of Records.

ords,

[16. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUCE COORDINATES
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 5 acres

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: COCE COUNTY COOE
STATE: CODE CCUNTY: COOE
STATE: COOE COUNTY: COOE
STATE: CODE-‘ COUNTY: CODE

[13.

FORM PREPARED BY

Edward Seidel, Chariman

NAME AND TITLE:

(See_continuation sheet No. 2)

ORGANIZATICN

Baltimore Countv Bicentennial Commitftee through

DATE

August 1974

STREET AND NUMDER: the Essex Bicentennial
21] Courtiand Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Towson

STATE

LXK} - - S
Anyxr]l ang

COOE

FQ. STATE LIAISON OFFiCER CERTIFICATION

NATIOMAL REGISTE

R VERIFICATION |

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommenced
level of significance of this nomination is:

National {7} State Local (7]

Orlando Ridout IV

Title State Historic Preservation
fficer

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Notional Register.

Director, Olfice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The Nationai Register

Late

]

§5 U.S. GOVIFNMENT PRINIING O

FRICE @ 1573=702-137 1240 2
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1844

1852

BIBLIOGRAPHY
BALLESTONE MANSION AND ESTATE
ESSEX, BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

BR-267

Cecilius Calvert granted William Ball 420 acres which he called "BALLESTONE, "

William Ball's son Joseph was the father of Mary Ball, who was George Wash

ington's

mother. This was confirmed by William Marye of Bradshaw, Md., who is de-

scended from William Ball through his daughter Hannah.

June 10 - William Ball - Resurvey of Ballestone (Hall of Records - Annapolis-

Liber 16 - Fol 268-269-270 - Patents) This Deed of Resurvey refers to the
original Deed of Grant.

Indenture - William Ball to Major Thomas Long. John Long inherited Balle-
stone from his grandfather, Thomas Long.

John Long conveyed to Joseph Ward "and by him devised to Mary Stansbury,
mother of Joseph Ward Stansbury.” (Mary Stansbury was ’rhe/dcughfer of
Joseph Ward). L sk )

e o
Dates on tombstones of Jane and Thomas Stansbury - located on grounds.

Dixon Stansbury obtained a warrant on 30 acres of ground bordering on Balle-

stone and called it "Ballestone Support."
- Joseph Ward's heir was Ephraim Stansbury, whose heirs were
S o, B pbyag pe dfed o bl
¢ i Lol [ Akt "
William Stansbury and his sister, Mary Ann Stansbury. William's heir was

his sister, Mary Ann, and her heir was her son, Richardson Collins.

February 13 - Nicholas Brewer Deed to William Stansbury and Mary Ann
Stansbury (Hall of Records - Annapolis - Liber 149 - Fol. 679 - 680 - copy
attached). Refers to Land Record in Liber TS (or IS) No. 8 folio - 378 &c -
partial copy attached.

Sometime within these 20 years, Andrew Leakin and, subsequently, his son
Shepard C. Leakin (Mayor of Baltimore City) obtained Ballestone. no.

Shepard C. Leakin lost this property at public auction - purchasers were
Robert Purvience, Jr. and John S. Gittings.

June 11 - James B. Price Admor of A. T. Leakin deed vs. Shepard C. Leakin

(Chancery Records TK 34 - Folio 542). This is one of the Title References in -

the Deed of 1855,

November 24 - John Taylor Trustee and others Deed to Robert Purvience, Jr.
and others - Towson Courthouse - Book #3 Folios 428-9 - 30 - 1 - copy
attached. Refers to Indenture in Liber W. G. No.149 Folio 678 &c -

copy attached.

[ e
.




1852

1855

1855

1969

/’)
ph-

December 20 - Sydenham R. Clarke and his wife Deed to Robert Purvience, Jr.
Towson Courthouse - Book #4 = Folios 207 - 8 = 9 - copy attached. Refers to
Indenture in Liber HMF No. 3 - copy attached.

Edward Miller obtained the property from Massrs. Purvience and Gittings - up
to this point, the property had retained the name "Ballestone" or "Balston."

February 5 - Robert Purvience, Jr. and John S. Gittings and his wife - Dead to
Edward Miller (Towson Courthouse - Book 10 Folios 484 -~ £~ 6 - copy attached.
Title reference in deed: Chancery Record of Baltimore County Court  T. K. No. 3l
150
T. K. 34
"542

May - Baltimore County Department of Recreation and Parks purchased the property
from the heirs of Edward Miller.

~ 7
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INSTRUCTIORNS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NMATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM ~ FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
UL NARE = #m i Dy O g o
comon:  Ballestons Mansion
AND(OR HISTOIP.lC: C“"’“F——E(}E{‘;’ ‘\’L’“’!‘i'}"?‘
2L OCATICH AT N S L ]
STREET AND NUMSBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Rcad
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: COOE |[COUNTY: CODE
Maryland : Baliimore County

“PHOTO REFERENCE

~uoto creptT: Robari Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: Ju!y !7, |97A

NEGATIVE FILED AT: R'Obe”. Dugenf

A42_MargarerAvenve—Essex
OENTIF ICATION KeTietnl 4

CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking due West showing East facade.

BA- 262






INSTRUCTIONS

2% E

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE -
MATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ERGTEITAN B ER DATE
(VA NAME-SrelE o G egelras s
comvon: Bgllestone Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC: (‘edcr Pm;r}f /‘\."."nf‘nn
R LOCATION il 1 A = ko ey ) P
STREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CtTY OR TOwWN:
Essex
STATE: : coos |counTy: cooe
Maryland : Baltimore County

EHETONREREREREE

suoTo crzoiT: Robert Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: JU!y 17, l974

MEGATIVE FILED AT: Roberf Dugenf

[4. IDENTIFICATION

e Sk X

A4 AMeavonrat Avanuga-Fssose
O e Lo R e S 12 )

CESCRIBE VIEY, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking due North showing South facade and surrounding grounds.

Looking from graveyard.

BA - 262
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INSTRUCTIONS

$SEE

Al- 261

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER OATE
PENAME ST AL sl TRE ST R
common:  Ballestone Mansion
AND/QR HISTORIC: CQF{["I;’_ pelglgl\!{ﬂngi_gn
283 OEATION = 5L 500 sl Tl et £
STREET AND NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TO#NN:
Essex
v cobe |couNTY: CoDE
Maryland ~ Baltimore County

B.” PHOTO REFERENCE '~

proto crEolT: Robert Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: July 17, 1974

NEGATIVE FILEO AT: Roberf Dugenr

Loy o

e p— — 442 !\Az:‘{g_g_;ef__A\lanue Er-c»-n-
{4 IDENTIFICATION "o .

OESCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION, ETC.

Looking due East showing West facade.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY ¢
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) EHITIRVELO ISR DATHE
PLENANE ot A S R = SRPRICT Tt
common:  Bgllestone Mansion
ANO/OR HISTOIR(C! Ce(.{nr pn;g.‘j. I\Z‘\-‘:_‘Y"";O"\
22T OgA TION ettt s 34 = b M e e i
STREET ANO NUMBER: .
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN: B
r~
Essex
STATE: CeDE |COUNTY: CODE
Maryland : Baltimore Ccunty

3. PHROTO REFERENCE |

~noTo creotT: Robert Dugent

DATE OF PHOTO: July ]7, {974

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Roberf Dugenf

TS 442 Margarer-Avenve—Esses—
{4 IDENTIFICATION '« e T L R et

DESCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION, ETC.

Looking Southeast showing West facade







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NMATIOMNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ETIRLY BICMB B O
|3 NAME- A T =t
common:  Ballestone Mansion
.ANOI’OR HlST.O.RIC.::. Cedne Doint l\,ﬁ,ﬁg}cigp
(2850008 TION R e RAbelagl r o b2 it e L
STREET ANO NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN:
Essex
STATE: COCE |COUNTY: COOE
Maryland Baltimore County

BAPHOTO REFERENCE Tiie

PHOTO C

reot: Roberr Dugent

DATE OF

enoto:  July 17, 1974

MEGATIV

= FILEO AT: Robert Dugenf

A4 Morvaoea® A\ln'nl'{\ Feenae
LRV R e R S e T e i T

[4IDENTIFICATION -

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior showing original mantel.







INSTRUCTIONS

SN

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY MUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to ot enclose with photograph)
: ?4A?‘ntl { J el o
f_"_‘}i?N__BQLLe;LoxLD Mansion
AMO’OR HISTORIC: Io !r“_ Prunl‘ I\Q,..,,’.. on
[2.. LOCATION - 5

STREET ANO NUMBER:
Rocky Point Park, Bcck River Neck Road

CITY OR TOWN:
Essex

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CoOOoE
Maryland : ' Baltimore County

B. PHOTO REFERENCE .

PHOTO CREDIT: Roberr Duqenf

DATE OF PHDTO:! Ju‘y l7, 1974

INEGATIVE FILED AT: Roborf Dbgent

Ad') f\l(n_v;gn":xF A\ranvrm Focone

£s
[ TOERTIFICATION | ot —ey

CESCRIBE VIEW, OIRECTION, ETC.

Interior showing added brick work in attic for addition and raised roof







Bb Hor

INSTRUCTIONS

SIE E

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR TratE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRYRN MBI R SAE
PRANE e e e
common:  Ballestone Mansion
; ‘\NDfORH'STOR'C’ Cedar_Point Mansion S
EoGATION e, — s ST Y
STREET AND NUMSBER:
Rocky Point Park, Back River Neck Road
CITY OR TOWN: .
Essex
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: e

Mearyland : Baltimore County

B. PHOTO REFERENCE

>noTto creoiT: Robert Dugent

OATE OF PHOTO: JU,'y ,71 ,974

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Rober% Dugenf

a7

442 Msrgaret- Avenuve-Essex

DENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Tombstone of Jane Stansbury; one of seven tombstones to be
restored. '

A









