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HUNT'S METHODIST CHURCH - 1826-1933 - No. 1901 West
Joppa road, Riderwood. The original church was built of
logs c¢. 1772 when Methodism was in its infancy in
Maryland. Located at intersection of Joppa and O0ld
Court Roads, on land owned by Phineas Hunt, who had come
to Baltimore County in 1761 and married Elizabeth Chew.
Hunt's property included ©parts of Brooklandville,

DISTRICT 9 (CONTINUED)

Riderwood, and Ruxton. Second church built 1826 and
rebuilt on old foundation in 1874; enlarged 1905.
Scharf reported a cornerstone laying on October 21,
1874, HBCC, p. 882. Following a fire, it was rebuilt in
1933 as Hunt's Memorial Methodist Church. Stone church
in simple design, spire; old parsonage. The exterior is
similar to the pre-fire appearance. The contractors in
1874 were David M. German, Stonemason, and Thomas Burns,
Carpenter and Superintendent.
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Original church built of logs about 1772 when Nethodism was
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Built on land owned by Phineas

Hunt, who came to Baltimore County
Chew. His property included parts
and Ruxton. The church was partly
church was built in 1826, added to
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rustees at this time were Lewis J. Roberts,

amin Bowen, William C, Woods, Thomas Burns, and Alfred G. Lee. On Sunday, 19 July 1874,

the last service was held in the old log church. The buildi
worshipped for a month in a house in “Mill Hollow,’
on the church lot until the new church was ready.'"*

The cornerstone was laid on 20 October 1874 with both religious and Masonic ceremonies. A tin
box was placed in the cavity of the stone containing an interesting assortme
Holy Bible and Church Discipline;

—__ =7 “PER@iSy supenintendent ot the building and did the
Ncarsentry work. David German was the stone mason. The t

ng was then torn down, and the members
" removing thereafter to a board tabernacle erected

Herald; two silver quarter dollars, five pennies,
names of the presiding elder, pastor, trustees, stewards, building committ
of Masons; and a program of the exercises, 33

The church was dedicated ons

i

S r——

T ———

s Yo ersor

In 1905 Hunt’s underwent extensive improvements costing approximately $3,000. These included
‘ the installation of electric lights, painting the interior, and installing new

years later Hunt's Church was finally made a station by Bishop Earl Crans
be 9 this event and the church’s 136th anniversary (dating from 1773

pews and carpeting. Three

Hunt’s Memorial United Methodist Church

nd Forest Forris a new parsonage was obtained in the Longford Photograph by Thomas W. Mele 11
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On 12 February 1933 Hunt's Church was totally destroyed by fire, apparently caused by an over- Q\s In 1968 the church became known as‘Hunt s Mfem?rlal Umted, Me}:hOd:th;?rCht, am‘i l“%ljjlé
heated furnace. According to a newspaper article describing the event, the fire also destroyed a portrait % official title today, though members and. friends call 1? simply Hunt 5 C‘ urc E.H llcer(l:;nnéa =
of Phineas Hunt and three memorials to him presented by his descendants (an illuminated Cross, a % tion was held in October 1973 to pay tribute to the hls‘tory ‘and con.tmulty o unts. :/r H‘i{_ Lbé'
baptismal font, and a stained glass window over the chancel). The article stated that “‘the records of & This chapter has been devoted to those churches in existence in the F;reen S‘prmg ;’_f, e
the church, dating from 1785, are preserved in the parsonage” and thus were not destroyed by fire. & 1800, but others, some branching off from ‘these early churches, appeared in the nineteenth an
Unfortunately, few of these records can be found today, nor have any records of the church prior to i tieth centuries. Among them are the following.
1785 been found. One Néwspaper source claims these were lost, but it may well be that no records ==
pf meetings, births, deaths, or marriages were kept before 1785, Before the Revolution, vital statistics .
vere recorded in the parishes of the Church of England.“‘8 “METTAM BAPTIST CHURCHj}-
Once again a building committee was formed. The Luthervilje Fire Department offered its build- ! s
N8 as a temporary church until a new church could be built. This containzd many new features: an The Mettam Baptist Church near Old Court Road was the first church to be‘bt.u'lt in t:e‘tth;:vz
prgan chamber; a front platform, pulpit, lectern, and altar rail; a stained glass window in the sanc- community of Pikesville. The building is no longer use.d laf a house of worship; instead, i '
Eary; and classrooms and offices The present stone building was completed and dedicated in 19331+ an office for the Lions Club of Pikesville which restored l‘t. - 2 i S
Another fire occurred on 19 April 1962, necessitating a rebuilding program and another dedica- The history of Mettam Church began with the arrival in 1832 of Joseph Mettam an
Egn in September of that year. Changes have continued to mark progress at Hunt’s Church A R i
Froporary addition was bt which 'hetoaso e o, Mart D~ WA o =R
% Che 24\ svol0g,



here Methodists were meeting from 1763 on), or at the home of Daniel Evans near Baltimore City
(“one of the first preaching places in Baltimore County, dating from about 1764”). It is known that
as early as 1773 Phineas Hunt’s home was a preaching appointment, along with twenty-nine other
places on the Baltimore circuit. In the present living room of this house, enlarged over the years, is a
half-size funeral door through which it is said coffins could be moved in and out of the house.'?!
According to the writings of the Reverend Henry Smith, pastor of Hunt’s Church in 1806 and
from 1833 to 1834, “from this appointment (Evan’s) we went to Hunt’s Meeting House, also an old
stand, having been a preaching place before the M. E. Church was organized. Here Strawbridge and
nearly, if not all, the first preachers who traveled in Maryland, had preached. The Hunts were among
the first who ’believed and turned to the Lord’ when they heard the Methodist preachers. If I do not
mistake, Phineas Hunt had preaching at his house long before they built a meeting-house. . . .”” Francis
Asbury writes of preaching at Hunt’s house on 3 September 1773. He also made three visits in 1777.122
During these early years the Methodist preachers would visit a neighborhood and preach from
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By 1789 the Methodist city churches were separated from the county ChurCheﬁf‘%ﬁg(S _v;tfx

SR
came one of many on the Baltimore circuit. From 1773 to 1839 the church was serve 119 d

preachers. Many of the same names are found on the list of pastors at Stone Chapel Richiﬁjﬁ
[Owings], John Haggerty, William Ryland, and Enoch George, among others). Over the ext &

the rapid growth of Methodism necessitated the division of the larger circuit into smaller ones
Cavemt, ey

A
at different times we find Hunt’s included in the Summerfield circuit, the North Baltimor\g{ Sircn

Brooklandville circuit, and Hunt’s circuit, with more than 50 different pastors at Hun gs. Ii
Hunt’s Church was finally authorized as a station.'*"

PPV, IV
Much happened to this church in the period between the Civil War and the twenstieth\&c_-o
In 1857 it had only 17 members, but 1858 saw a revival that added 38 new probationerzh%

of 1867, however, membership was failing again. The church building was in need of repajr; tl
CONCLUTLOWN

gregation, church membership, and Sunday School were small as a result of the "Al&sett efl co1

\‘\;t )
of the society made so by the Civil War.”” There was preaching only every other Sund?xf.“z_g)qk
interest revived, and the minister of that time, the Reverend William A. Koontz:ﬂ\\vrote th:

church was crowded at all the services and the conversions were numerous and of fine quality.’

one to three days. It might be months before they came again; so they would appoint someone as
‘ class leader to meet with the new society of believers at designated periods and act as their leader in
spiritual matters. Phineas Hunt was made a class leader of the society which gathered in his home,
a position he held throughout his life. He was affectionately known as Father Hunt by the members.!??

Various histories of Methodism contain praise of Phineas and Susanna Hunt’s religious character
and interests. “He was a counsellor of the youth, an exhorter to the sinner, an example to the Chris-
tians, a minister of peace to the sick and the dying.” “P. Hunt was a man thoroughly imbued with
Maryland hospitality and brotherly kindness. Sister Hunt was one of the neatest house-keepers, and
all attention to the preachers, and their house could not fail of being one of the preachers’ best homes.

\Brother Hunt had the affections and confidence of his class, and indeed of all the neighbors. I

r knew a man that loved to talk about experimental religion more than did Father Hunt.”*?*

No portrait of the Hunts exists, but a description was offered in 1909 by Mrs. Rebecca A. Rider,
a church member who remembered Hunt. She stated that he wore knee breeches, allowed his curly
hair to grow long and fall about his shoulders, and that he was a man "noted for his piety, usefulness
and liberality.””***

Since the congregation had grown too large for his house, Phineas in 1780 gave part of hjs land
for the erection of a log chapel. On 4 September 1785 Hunt’s society, formed according to the direc-
tions of the Christmas Conference of 1784, officially bought the ground on which the chapel stood.
Hunt conveyed the % acre of Beall’s Discovery to the trustees, William Stone, Samuel Hunt, Michael
Kraner (or Kramer), Joshua Bowen, and Daniel Isgrig, in exchange for twenty shillings current money.
In the deed, Phineas requested that the chapel be known as ”Zoar,” but apparently since he was so
closely identified with the church his own name was used instead.?®

Francis Asbury wrote of preaching at Hunt’s Chapel twice in September 1787. The log building

was actually just one large room which contained a back gallery used by slaves. The church faced
Joppa Road and at this time was officially known as Hunt’s Methodist Episcopal Church.*?’
’ Phineas’ brother, Samuel Chew Hunt, also took an active role in the church, and both men worked
with the Sunday School. A confirmatory deed of 15 December 1826 shows the brothers conveying one
acre to the trustees of the church, Samuel Chew Hunt, John Kelso, Philemon Coale, Thomas Watts,
and Wesley Coale. It was about this time that a second building was to be erected to take the place
of the old log chapel which by then was unsuitable for the growing society, and the deed was prob-
ably drawn to correct an error in the original 1785 deed.'*"

Phineas Hunt died in 1837 his hrather Qamual +1on years later his wife in 1847 MNThate WRAS, L
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In 1872 a building committee was formed to construct a new church. The cha\i(:aﬁ:\)ya&
pastor, the Reverend William E. Bird; Lewis ]. Roberts was secretary; other members included T
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