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COND:TION CHI CK ONE CHECK ONE
)iﬁxceuem —DETERIORATED X uravtereo ZKORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D —RUINS —ALTERED .. ADVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESZRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KMOWN) PHYSICAL APPEA i ANCE
Hayfields is an L-saaped house, 2% stories high, bui t of limestone found on the property. |ts
design has been attributed to the builder himself, Cslonel Nicholas M. Bosley, who supposedly
drew the plan in the sand with his cane. Construction is variously dated as having begun
in 1800 or 1805 and completion date has been published as 1808 or 1810; however cleeds show th
Colonel Bosley acquired the ground by three deeds in 1811, including cne from William Bosley.

The house was originally built without dormers in a plain Féederal style. The main fccade faces
south and is five bays wide. "The front i s approached by a short flight of steps which lead
fo an uncovered stcne platform, while a frame porch extends the depth of the east ¢nd of the
house; a two=story frame porch once ran along the rzar of the main house from the east to the
angle of the ell fomed by the north wing." (2) Thet arrangement has been replaced by a
glass-enclosed vestisule. The front door is topped ky a transom with lights and vlanked

by pilasters and sidelights.

Two broad end-chimneys rise at each extremity of th.e main block. There is also a central
chimney in that blozk.

The ell, or wing, vxtends northward from the main klock, flush with the west wall of the
main block, and is three bays long. At the northen extremity of the wing, an inside end
chimney is located on the center line.

Tox ledger dimensions of 1918 were 60 by 38 feet in the main block and 42 by 20 in the
smaller wing.

A tanion: o
Decorative features are simple, consisting of exposec end rafters end box comices. The
three ‘dormers' on ‘th> “outh’ front were added c. 1939. Windows in the main walls are
double~hung sash types, six-on-six, with stone lintels and stone sills. - -

The estate contains a number of outbuildings, most of them built of “limestone. There is
also a brick barn. The granary is equipped with outside stone steps. Some of the dwellings

are traditionally described as slave houses. A total of 25 structures was listed in 1918 (Tax
Ledger, District 8, f. 391.)

Notes:
1. "Hayfields . . ., " Jeffersonian, c 1932.

2. Swepson Earle, Chesapeake Bay Country, p. 237.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[f3i SIGNIFICANCE
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PERIOD " AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECF. AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HIS'ORIC __CONSERVATION X.AW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE © _ECONOMICS —_ UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY _—SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
2.1700-1799 —ART _ENGINEERING —MuUsSIC —THEATER
1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY.
—INVENTION -
SPECIFIC DATES C. 1808 - 1810 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Unknown, possibly N.M. Bosley

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hayfields is an excellent stone’ house with rich associations in the history of agriculture. The
large house and its first generation of farm buildings wers put up between 1805 and 1808 by
Colone! Nicholas Merryman Bosley. Some of the estate had been William Bosley's propersy before,
but the Colonel purchased other tracts, particularly the Nailor farm, in 1811. These formlands
had been worked in colonial times and Bosley found everything in ruin and the fields much
gullied, as was recorded in the American Farmer of December 24, 1824.

The name Hayfields reflects Bosley's emphasis on raising Timothy Hay -- the main Maryland
Forage crop before clfalfa came into use -- and in addi‘ion to feeding his own stock, he had
cash sales of $6,500 worth of timothy in a good year. The trustees of the Maryiand Agricultural
Society visited Hayfields on October 15, 1823, and wro:e up a report. They found the grass-
growing operation perhaps the best in Maryland, but reported that the colonel had not yet
started to build a herd of blooded cattle. The next year, Hayfields won first place in the
Agricultural Soceity's contest for the "premium farm." At the annual cattle show ceremcnies
when the winners were honored, Bosley was awarded a s.lver tankard from the hands of the
Marquis de Laofayette, who was officially there on his tr'umphal tour of the United States as
nihe Nation's Guest." All writers of the time state that the entire program for restoring the
fertility of Hayfields hac been devised by Bosley himself. Much limestone had been quarried on
the property and burned into lime and spread on the depleted fields, mixed with manure.

w . . .. Declivities.the most precipitous, and Ravines the most forbidding, have been.. .
subjected and over run by his dreadnaught plows," wrote the visitor of 1823. A neighbor,
Alexander Nisbet, in 1824, wrote about the change wrought by Bosley on the former Nailor
farm. A writer in the Zmerican Farmer had stated a few weeks before that all of the progress
had been made since the spring of 1812,

Sidney's 1850 county map shows John Merryman as owner of Hayfields, having inherited it
from his uncle Colonel Bosley. Merryman added "of Hayfields" to his name. He is credited
with bringing the first Hereford caitle to Maryland in 1852 (a date also published as 1856),
having purchased stock from Messrs. A. and H. Bowen of Watertown, N.Y., and from William
H. Sothan of Owego, N.Y. By 1859, Merryman had developed cattle worth transporting to
agricultural fairs in Saint Louis and New York, and his first great bull was Cclctpa.

Following the Civil War, he began to import stock from breeders in Herfordshire itself. In
1876, he exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. The Merryman specimens began
to command high prices after about twenty years of breeding and substituting various prize

bulls at the head of the herd. Some of the animals were purchased to start new herds in lllinois.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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John Merryman of Hayfields was involved in same public events at the outbreak of the Clvil

ar, and 5 a Ist Lieutenart in the Baltimore County Horse Guards, he executed Govemor
Hicks' ore.2r to bum the Na-thern Central Railroad bridges between Cockeysville and Parkton as
a measu = to prevent northemn troops from being brought to Bultimore and provoking further rist
(April, 1861). Subsequently, Merryman was arrested under a Federal charge of treason and was
confined in Fort McHenry by General Ccdwallader in spite ¢f a writ of habeas corpus issued by
Chief Justic Taney. Taney cited the general and President lincoln with contempt in his opinion,
Ex Parte Merryman, but Federal autharities ignared the order and left Merryman locked up in
the fart far several weeks. He was later released and never brought to trial. He died in 1881
and was buried at Sherwood Episcopal Church, Cockeysville. Hissan, E. Gittings Merryman took
over management of the farra. The 1911 and 1918 tax ledge's show 444 acres charged ta N.B.
Merryman.

The main house stood empty for practically thirty years. In 1939, the late General John
Franklin baught the estate fiom his Merryman cousins. The (General was associated for severul
decades with the United Stares Lines and became chairman af the board. He and his wife began
a refurbishing program and cdded a number af dormer windows to the house. The farm was
managed by Nicholas B. Merryman of the original family anc' continued to produce polled Herefard
cattle until a few months agco  (1977). General farming is still carried on by Mr. Merrymcn,




24 -a-
TIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPiiCAL REFERENCES ZA 1

Kathryn Geraghty, "Hayfields,: 162 Years in One l‘amily," Sun Magazine, Octobe- 28, 1962
"Maryland Agricultural Society,” American Farmer, Baltimore, 5 (October 24, 1823): 248
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED FROPERTY ___ 317 , 57

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIE 5

STATE NON: ~ COUNTY NONE

STATE COUNTY

MFORNE PREPAF ED BY
NAME / TITLE
John W. McGrain 1977
ORGANIZAT!ON : . . DATE
Office of Planning & Zoning

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
401 Bosley Avenue

494-3495
CiTY OR TOWN .

STATE
Towson

Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off1c1ally created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constltute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights..

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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BARM EULLETINGS
A \\F"‘ ‘!T""n
pPysy

Bu*u*msﬂe County
Maryland

EISTORICAL DATA

Y“illiam KNickolson took up a tract of 420( ccres of
lend which he called Nicholson Manor in what is now Dalsi-
more County June 20, 1719. It is described as alosny the
western run of the Gunpowler between Waterspouts =ranc
the Shawan Cabin Branch (aow Oregon Branch). Tt ves of so -
wkat later date acquired by Roger Boyce and in pari in l17ed
by Joseph Bosley.

in the early years of the nineteenth century Nigksls
Merrymen Bosley purchasod four distinet pieces of land, ail
parts of the original ALCuOl n Manor. The finst of thCUy
159-1/4 zeres he acquired in 18** Tor . 6548,00,from Josep
arnd William Bosley; the suvo“_,¢o7 acres in 1L81E for p 800,00
from John Naylor who had earliier acquired it direct from
Roger Boyce. This parcel was known as Haylor's FPield., In _cLd
and agaln in 1819 he acquired more lard from Willism Bool
et al, one of these pieccs was called Viest Lodge cnotner
Hayflelds, combining all into one estate of more than £iv
hundred acres he called it "Hayrields", Later Viess uqag
willed separately,but the rema;nlqb land consisting 9 over
five hundred acres has ccme down intact to the predant opisrs.,

Nicholas Merryman Bosley bullt the second and
dwelling and the second group of farm buildings. ¥rom
time also date the walled garden, the green house. o

lemon tree pit, and unéer nis administration the estote oo -
ed 1ts highest development.

1
24
~
~

g

In 1824, during the visit of General Lafay mhe &o
the United States, he wzs presented by the hand of o=
General with a silver "Can®" inscribed;

<

By the hand of LAFAYETTE from the 1d. Ag. Soc.
"Best cultivated Iazrm”

to COLsN.M.BOSLEY \

November 24th 1824 Sic pura florebunt

=

B8 died February 16%th 1847 at the age of 73 ypa
and bequeathed "Hgyfieldu" %o his nephew Jokn Merriyman .g
in succes2ion to his, next male heir,Nicholas Herryen BY
mether nac been Rebecca @erryua“,h1¢ Datlhiér Amon. Flm n

was hencelsrth known as John lierryman of "Hayfields™.=e
bern August Stn, 1824, ‘




FARM BUILDINGS
THAYRT BLESY
Baltimore Ccunty
Marylaend

BISRORNCHAE - DR - IComtE sued:

The Merrymans had settled in ilaryla
fordshire, 3ngland under tn¢ first Pr

1650.They lived in a Tract called by thew "Hersford® sg
eight miles north of Bayfields on the 014 Ealz; lons  and
York Turnpike. John Merrwmen as first. lleuuc“ nt aff the
Baltimore County Horse Guaris, accompdiffed alc CL*;@nd

14 from Hele-

ct b

fed

(@]
ct K

0.

'\

o rs

poietor ,c..JO.L..;

bicl:
pre

to the city efter the attack on the Massachumstie troop®

@1 AR 19 lgél, The nemt day hLe wab detailied mmud a

small force to establish a post et Heyfields, and was irn

communicetion there with iajor Lel ge-, g the Fpdernl

Army, who was trying to turn back 40 Penrsylvenie the
1ilon &oldiwrs te toc Washington along the lineg of
Union socld 3 enroute S ston along she ¢

the Northern Central Raiiroad nesar Hayfielde. On Hay =22
1861l Mo was srrested, imprisoned in Fort MoYenry, #Anld
indictad for treason in connettion with the Lar::;g cZ
bridges &itng the Railroasd. Eis defense was hs i
executal niz sworn duty ag an oi'ficer of ¥ilit

o ode
e
L-uc

Bag tnij
i
ignd., The “¢¢q1- came to the Tion of Brezident i
and cauzel greet excitemsnt at the time. Merryman was
tualliy hcc7ared improperly held by Vulef Justice Taney,
During nls 1iife time he neléd mapy gtate oifices: asld wa
always greatly interested in agrigsulture.Ze changed th

o)

propersy ianto a stock farm,.importing, according o

@) :Si—

family legend, the first Herefsrd cettle inte *nis coun
try. He also 1moorted othar blooded stock from Inzland,
as indioaued by his letter head. He was asked by %he Ci
of Baltimore to obtain tlooded sheep Tor Druid Eili Ppax

on one of his trips to Eualand and the prese¢ns shesy t
are the decendants of shese sheep.

Ee died November 15, 1881. The prcoperty deceaded

an

o e F
O UGS

ha e -

t0o Nlcholas Bosley Merrymin orf Hayfields and is now helc

by nis five heirs.

A copy of the will of WicholascMerryman Booley’ .

an inventory of his estave, inecluding tHe 1ive stobok cruy

7
in the barns,ice in the iceshouse and furniture in She k
and ferm implements is now in the possession o2 jlehslas
Bosley Herryuen, Jr.
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HISTORICAL DiTA - Continued;

At his death the rollowing live stock werc

ligted 1a
the inventory of his property;
O yoke of oxen
10 cows
40 hogs
6 breed sows
55 sheep
17 lambs
10 horses
4 men slaves
4 women slaves
2 children slaves
1t iz the belief of the family that all o =he iy id
ings of the Lirst pericd existed prior to the purehdse cof
the property by Col. Nicholas Merryman Bosley, and i h

bullt the others. The wooden buildings were built aboLs
1900 by & venant farmer.

The light grey crystaline marble used in <he b i 2ddng
by Col. Eosley was quarried in the field in feent pf bhe
nouse. The guarry was then ©illed with field stone snd eov-
ered with earth so that no Sign of L% remained &né i%s lotas
tion had been forgotien until it was uncoverel a few years

280 when & gas line was lzigd through the property.
frhe marble is similar %o %that from the nearby Beavér Lea
Quarry.

The lemon tree pit shown on the plans is approxiitatéliy

Y feet deep ané originally was covered with glass roul,
It was used for the winter st rege of lemon trees tiuet wers
laced in large jardinierss {during the summer) in tihe Loc-
—~=T avenue approach. The grecsn house has completely dizzp-
peared except for marks on the wall showing its extent ané
‘ne patched coping whieh verifies tne statement that

«ll was carried higher to form “he back of the green Lous

It is the famlly tredition that 4he ‘&€ hous S
“3lgncd end built by Col. Bousley et years 180

and 1808, but the land records show She Tirst property was

geguired oy Col, Bosley in 1€11, The writer thinks the' de-
valls of The large residence indicaty ¢ven a later ag -
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BISTORICAL DATA - Continued;

oday the still beausiful farm is littlie culilveled,
The bu;id*ngs are empty and neglected. The Spring noculds id
gurrounded by tall wesds and the green house and the lemon
tree plt are but things of memory. The big Luuoe looks cus

over the smiling Maryland Zandscape and the fiells =walt
anotner cultivator.

61/‘/,5/(, /
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AMERICAN FARMEIL, [October 21, 1603,

the en ‘rgies of anindividual, under the guidince ¢f
ig“d Tudzment. hlls bigh wud sieep, declivi.
tics tl e wmost precipitous, and ravines the moge
forbic ling, have been subjected and overrun
his i rad-nought ploughs, until, on spots whicj,
lately presented the aspect of poverty und bap.
vepness, heavy swarths of timothy now full beo
forc every swecp of the scytheyus a grgp,
Jarm, forits size and original condition, perhiang
none in Marylind equauls Col. Bosley’s, and to g
credit be icsaid, it is the work ot hisown huangs
or ratlier of his own headf—we saw on his bo\,',-_;
gecouats of sales of timothy in one year, anicy:.
ing tc upwardsof §6.500, but that article e,
sold as high as 8530 per ten—LIMESTONE, quar.
ried and burned on theland, appearsto have beey
.|the magic wand by which this enterprising cyl.
tivatcr has chianged the face of his estate, ang

——————

——

causel the roughest hills to vivzl the smootiiey

* valliesin verdure. The course of his culture i

generslly Indian corn, with lime, at the rate of

T o o 1160 biashiels to the acre tobe fallowed the nsy;

-3 Y A (2 RN [N . . St
v 1.‘2‘.‘! QE‘_B.‘!IL"J " full f.r ryeand timothy, which are sowed aboy;

— —a [the lith of September, to he finished before the
BaLTiMORE, FripAY, OCTOBER 24, 1823. cquindox. The eflect of the lime is prodigious as

—————— . {is ebvious from the aftermath of clover and time.
MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL SOCIET\L“W 2. thistime. J

. Jost Monthily Session of the Lrustees. -

The trustees of this institution asscmbled on cept fer his own table, the best eaten, and the
\Wedne:day the 15thinst. at HavrieLps,theresi-iworst left for hreeders. The tail ends of al
dence of Col. N. M. Bosley. The weather was hyeeds without the good points of any—:he Colo.
very finz dnd after talking over the affairs of the nelscems to have been laying the foundation o
Society, they rambled over the farm, Which is'a1] goad farming, clearing off sione, and putting
divided into fields of Indian cog-r.l,.small graib, the l.nd in gocd lieart, with the maxim in hic
‘[just seedcd on suminer fallow, artificial meadows, imind’s eye, ** one thing at a time.” He inteads

and pas.nre. " now t>turn his attention to his stables, his cov
One of the trustees has been good enough t0 vard, his sheep fold and his piggery, and experi
+|hand u- the following rough sketch of theirob- ence will scon teach him thatit costs less to keep
servations—made, we havc no doubt impartially, #5od animalsbeautifulinzll their points and profie
and somewhat after the manuer of the examir- 3jle iazalltheir qualities, than to kecp bad ones, us
ing committees appointed by the agricultural s0-:ge0miy 1o the eye, and unthrifty in constiutica
cicties in the Eastern States, tonake excursions __iy, sjort, any thing but what they should be.—
-lof review overthe furms of their members.  * e means’ to commence the improvemsn!
“THE INDIAN coRN,promi.scsa fine .cropfort.he'of *hi: stock, by seme purchases from General
appear=nce of the land which, notwithstanding pige 1y, of ene or two beautiful Bergami heifers,
the indefatigable pains of the owner, is still very & . ® Choice cattle and hogs, would appear
- |stony—we were sorry tosce that Col. B.had sus o he the spontaneous growth of a fine gras
tained a heavy loss by the entirc.destruction of 1,00 ang an overflowing dairy, its inecst in-
Liis cors: fodder—both tops and blades by f70sf— yereq:ing appendage, especially where watered
This is a blow which that enemy occasionally in- .y, Ji) 3¢ stone springs cool and copious—when the
flicts by sfolen marches, on the most wary COI- Cyloncl has provided a hetter race of milkers,
mander. In thiscase fine weather like a flag of j o wi)), we pregict, no longer monopolise the o

“Lomrstic Aximars—Totally neglected, ex.

w

eral Frost stole on Col. Bosley as a thief, in ‘b‘fphies to other and fairer hands, judging fromtig
night, and scathed every thing in hisroute Iike aly5,n eous repast which awaited us on returcing
desolating fire.—J7= There is no provencer for|from ‘our excursion ; but which, on account of its
any stozk superiur to the tops and blades of Indi-}yreus variety and exceeding elcgance, we resalve
an core when-viell cured—an old Farmer present,ted it would net be good policy to praise in pubs

cows, roathing is preferable to coris zofis.

“ GrRain oN Farrow—This consists'tof Rye,
R . alle: : . . .
which Col. B. prefers to Wheat for a generaliyia)ity there can be no question. ‘The trustees ad
crop, and as a protector of yoany grass—against'jourred inthe ereoing to hield their next month

his aimiration.”’

ers, drawing the land like blister plasters, ex- 1\, Sumerville, Esq.
cept that they draw out the good humours of the

so1l and leave the bad behind.—We were gratih- CANTON RACES—First Dav.
ed and instructed by the complete farmer-like| The first purse of §250 was taken vesterdaf
manner in which this important eperation hadlhy Gen. Winn's mare Penity—she ran against
beeu performed.—The land had been well bro-1\{r. Iloward’s fillv, Miranda. Vanity touR th
ken ut a proper season, and put in the best con-jjead and kept it throughout the heat. This wa
dition toreceive the grain and grass seeds. Thephe first trial of Miranda, and when culled fot
owner lhad well done his part—muay a bencfi~|the sccond heat she was withdirawn. o
cent Providence consummate his labors with 3} Sgcoxn Day.—Col. Johnsou’s liorse W :\shm;‘;
plenteous harvest. ton, und Gen. \Winn’s horse Childers, C““‘C“d,‘h
“Grasses, Croverand TroTur.—Theseva - lfor the purse of %300—hnth heats were won Wit
luable grasses, especially the latter, are obviously greut ease Ly Washingten.
the great staples of Hayfielus.—T0o this, he husje==

»

=

truce, scemed the harbinger of peace, but Gen- .o Hayficlds. The dairy will yield its tro-

whose word is authority, observed that for milch }ic while each gave the best practical ** proo nof -

Such is the report we received : of its impar- .

Oats I sets his face, as the grratest of exhaust ]y seesion at Bloomsbury, the residence of !l' '

for some years given his chief attemtion, and the
result is a gratitying evidence of what niuy be
done ina few years, with the roughest land, by

; v
47~ Baltimore Prices same as lust wees.

-

= PUBLISHED BY J. S. SKINNI EK.
(AF, October 2u, 1823; 5:2Ly,
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