AA-952
Wroxeter-on-the-Severn
Arnold, Anne Arundel County, Maryland

Private dwelling

Built in 1909, Wroxeter-on-the-Severn, formerly known as Uchllyn-on-Sevemn, is an
outstanding and highly intact example of English Tudor Revival Style architecture. This
22-room brick mansion is the design of Philadelphia architect Guy King, who
specialized in resort and cottage style architecture. Wroxeter-on-the-Severn is one of

Maryland’s grandest early-20th century homes.

Wroxeter-on-the Severn was built for fertilizer and chemical magnate, Edwin Pugh

Baugh and his wife, the former Grace Howard Munnikhuysen.
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DOE yes no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Baugh Mansion / Rugby Hall / Uchllyn-on-Severn

and/or common Wroxeter-on-the -Severn (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 298 Rugby Cove ____ not for publication

city, town Arnold vicinity of congressional district

state Maryland county Anne Arundel

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum

x  building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

_~— _object in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X not applicable X no military other:

4_ Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name James and Linda Bowersox
street & number 298 Rugby Cove telephone no.:
city, town Arnold state and zip code: MD 21012
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Anne Arundel County Courthouse liber 5847
street & number Franklin Street folio 801
city, town Annapolis state Maryland
6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys
title
- __federal ___ state . count ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description Survey No. AA-952

Condition Check one Check one

x excellent deteriorated X  unaltered X original site

~— good ruins altered moved date of move
B fair unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today.

Wroxeter-on-the Severn is located at the top of a peninsula projecting from the north bank of the Severn River, between
Ringgold Cove and Asquith Creek. This imposing U-shaped Tudor Revival style dwelling is two-and-a-half stories

tall and rests on a full basement, and occupies approximately 12,000 sq. feet. The brick walls are accented with
limestone, which is used in the beltcourse, mullions, projecting window surrounds, coping on the parapets, corbels,
quoins and balustrades.

The symmetrical front fagade features three projecting parapet gables. The center gable, unique for its

Dutch style parapet, is fronted by a one-story entry porch, supported by paired Doric columns and topped with a
limestone balustrade. Flanking projections feature steeply pitched gables with a Tudor-style parapet. Each projection
is embellished with a two-story, semi-hexagonal window bay. The four bays of casements and superior stained

glass transoms are separated by splayed, limestone mullions. Above each is a limestone balustrade that

encloses a small open porch. This is reached through a pair of doors in the upper half story of the gable.

Chimneys are prominent features on each of the building’s three blocks. Muitiple shafts, representing different flues, and
tall decorated chimney pots provide further accent. The steeply-pitched gable roof is covered with light tiles of variegated
color. Dormers pierce the roof of the side wings (and though not visible, presumably the rear of the main

block) and feature Dutch style parapet roofs and casement windows. These correspond below with either a two-story
bgx- or semi-hexagonal window bay.

Entrances are well defined and accented with either a stone porch, as with the front, or wide stone surrounds
with either an ogee or lancet arch opening. This type of detailing is also found on the attached
port cochere, found on the building’s west side.

Access to the building was denied, but according to plans the intemal arrangement includes a full-height grand foyer
modeled after an English great hall. On the first floor the foyer is flanked by a living room and a library, while

the dining room and music room are situated in the end rooms of the front block. Please refer to attached plan

for further details. Reportedly, the interior is elaborately finished with marble floors and mantles, stained glass

and liberal use of heraldic devices. Heraldic crests found in the house do not correspond with the Baugh family, for
whom the mansion was built, but according to tradition E.P. Baugh considered the bumble bee, a motif found
throughout the house, his personal insignia.




8. Significance Survey No. AA-952

Period Areas of Significance----Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning ____landscape architecture ____religion
T/~ 1400-1499 = archeology-historic " conservation law science
- 1500-1599 agriculture " economics " literature - sculpture
T 1600-1699 x architecture " education - military " sociall
T 1700-1799 art - engineering " music " humanitarian
T 1800-1899  commerce - exploration/settliement - philosophy theater
x 1900- " communications T industry - politics/government : transportation
- : invention T ____other (specify)
(recreation)
Specific dates 1909 Builder/Architect Guy King (of Philadelphia)
Check: Applicable Criteria: x A B x C D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G
Level of Significance: national _ x state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support.

Built in 1909, Wroxeter-on-the Severn is an outstanding example of Tudor Revival Style architecture. This 22 room
mansion occupies 12,000 square feet and employs materials of the highest quality, including limestone, marble,
granite, bricks of various shades, stained glass and fine woods. This building is an architectural masterpiece

and one of Maryland's grandest homes from the early 20th century.

V= xeter-on-the Severn, previously named Uchllyn-on-Severn, and also known as Ruby Hall and Baugh

h .sion, was built in 1909. Itis the design of Guy King (1863-1925), a Philadelphia-based architect

who specialized in resort and cottage style architecture. According to an unconfirmed tradition, Wroxeter-on-the-Severn's
design is based on the house Les Bucailles, a located in the Normady seaside resort of Villers-Sur-Mer.

A lack of similarities between that simple and comparatively small French dwelling and the massive and

elaborately styled Wroxter-on-the-Severn, cast doubt on the veracity of that tradition.

The house was built as the home of fertilizer and chemical magnate, Edwin Pugh Baugh and his

wife, the former Grace Howard Munnikhuysen. Baugh's family was from Philadelphia, and made their fortune
as one of the world's leading producers of superphosphate fertilizers. In 1872, the company established a
branch office in Baltimore, which Edwin joined in 1900. In 1908 Baugh married and soon purchased several
hundred acres on the Severn River and undertook the construction of his home. The Baugh's named

their estate "Uchllyn” which is a Welsh word meaning "above the lake."

Edwin Baugh died in 1921. His wife maintained residence at Uchllyn-on-Severn until about 1932, when

she and her second husband moved to the Guilford area of Baltimore. From 1935 until 1941 the mansion
housed, still owned by Grace Baugh Gilpin, was the home of a restaurant named Rugby Hall. During the

war the mansion was used as a U.S.0O. hall and in 1947 it became the Wroxeter school. The school

operated for 32 years, after which it changed owners a number of times. In 1992 the overgrown and boarded-up
mansion was purchased by James and Linda Bowersox. The Bowersox have renovated and restored the

house and, reportedly, it is in excellent condition.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2.0 acres
Quadrangle name Round Bay Quadrangle scale 1: 24,000

UTM References Do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Anne Arundel County Tax Map 39, Block 9, parcel 296, lot 4
This represents the current property boundaries

I all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared by

name/title Sherri Marsh

organization Anne Arundel County Historic Sites Survey date May-98
street & number Department of Planning, 2664 Riva Road {410) 222-7441
city or town Annapolis state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
DHCP/DHCD
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023

410-514-7600
PS-2746




Continuation Sheet
AA-952, Wroxeter-on-the-Severn ¥
Photograph of Les Bucallles Normandy, France Yol




Continuation sheet ) - )
AA-952, Wroxeter-on-the-Severn
Floor plan, not necessarily to scale
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AA-952
Wroxeter-on-the-Severn
Amold

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA

Geographic Organization: Western Shore
Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance (1870-1930)
Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture
Resource Type:
Category Type: Building
Historic Environment: Suburban

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Residence

Known Design Source: Guy King of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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